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been  Diirfncd  witirnticommon  indunry 
and  their  lep(>r^v■^  contaiiud  a  body  ot  in¬ 
formation  ib  annylcrc,  th.it,  perhaps,  ::\e 
like  had  never  been  laid  beture  I’a.l  a- 
mcr.t.  A  learneil  yeiuKinan  who  iiad 
been  chairman  of  cnie  of  tnofe  Coinmitccs 
(Mr  P'lndas,  late  Lord  Advocated  had, 
in  the  ihape  of  lef  liition.s,  laiil  tlown  fc- 
vera)  principles  for  the  fulmc  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  whlcli  lliat  I  'oine  had  very 
wifely  thought  proper  to  adopt ;  and 
fin  tiler  he  moved,  that  it  was  the  ilii'y  of 
tlie  Dirccdors  of  the  EaR  India  LhnnjMny 
to  »eca]  Mailings  from  the  gov.  rii- 
ment  of  Iknyal.  I'he  lonife  very  n  adi- 
iy  and  very  properly  palled  tl-e  motion  ; 
judging,  no  doubt,  that  it  would  not  be 
cxp(?dicut  to  condemn  the  fyfrein  lately 
pnrlued  in  India,  without  hxiug  fome 
mark  of  dilapprobation  on  the  perfon 
who  li.ad  been  I’ne  foul  of  the  fyilem. 

'I  lie  Mire^dors,  in  obedience  to  the 
fenie  of  the  Ibnife  exprdled  in  tliis  mo¬ 
tion,  refolved  that  Mr  Maiilngs  ihouid  be 
reca’lcd ;  but  not  thinking  they  had  a 
power  to  decide  tinaily  on  this  fubicsTt, 
t^'.ey  lahl  their  own  prociedipys  before 
the  Ccairt  of  Proprietors.  F(*r  his  part, 
lie  was  v»f  opinion,  that  the  ])iu tutors 
T'dght,  without  any  violation  id' law,  'have 
idned  t)\cir  orders  for  a  recall  of  Mr 
Halting j,  without  confuiting  the  Court 
of  Proprietors ;  he  ’.everthclefs  was  .iwaaic 
that  a  contrary  opinion  w  as  cntert^.hit'd 
by  many  ;  th:  event,  liowever,  proved, 
th.at  it  was  nrceOary  conttitntiou  (»f 
i  the  focicly  ilioni  1  be  amended,  as  thrtt 
1  C  c  c 
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Mr  Sr.CRE  i'ARY  I'OX  ioll-  to  make  j 
his  promifed  iiK»lion  relative  to  the  * 
I'iail  fniha  Company,  !he  expeedation  of  j 
which  had  tilled  the  Houfe  with  Members, 
and  the  gallery  with  llrangcrs,  a  llltle  af¬ 
ter  12  o’clock.  lie  faid,  that  in  the  date 
of  rcrponhbiiity  in  wdiich  he  was  going  to 
put  hinilelf,  by  the  piopOiitmii  liC  I 

have  the  honour  to  move,  he  fell  mncli  j 
comfort  and  confolation  in  this  circum- 
ftance,  that  tiie  incarure  to  whieii  he 
Ihoiild  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
was  not  of  choice,  but  of  necelFity  :  it  w'as 
no  idle  fpeculatioii  uu  his  part ;  ilie  biili- 
nefs  forced  itielf  upon  him  and  upon  the 
nation  ;  and  if  he  even  would,  he  cohiKl  < 
not  avoid  or  defer  the  difeullion  of  it.  j 
Did  any  man  doubt  t!»e  truth  of  this  j 
alFertion,  he  had  only  to  take  a  retro-  j 
fneeftive  view  of  the  Droccediugs  of  tiiat  1 
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inconveniencies  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
bad  happened  fliould  not  occur  again. 
The  Court  of  Proprietors  refolved,  that 
the  order  made  by  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  for  the  rccal  of  the  G'overnor  Gene¬ 
ral  fliould  be  refcinded  ;  the  Directors 
obeyed  the  fenfe  of  their  conltituents  ; 
and  laving  made  up  their  difpatches  ac¬ 
cordingly,  carried  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  State'  (Mr  Townlhend)  to  be  reviewed 
by  him;  that  gentleman,  finding  them 
fo  oppofUc  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  would  not  fiiffer  them  to  be 
fent  out  to  India,  and  the  Houfe  having 
met  a  few  days  after,  he  Itated  to  them 
the  tranfadiou.  In  the  whole  of  this 
proceeding  Mr  Townfhend  aded  with 
the  itrideit  propriety  ;  an  ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  anthorifed  him  to  examine  the  dif¬ 
patches  of  the  Court  of  Diredors,  and  to 
fupprefs  the  whole,  or  fuch  parts  as  he 
fiiould  conceive  to  be  likely  to  produce 
pernicious  confequences  to  the  public, 
and  availing  himfelf  of  the  power  with 
which  the  law  had  vefted  him,  he  flopped 
the  difpatches  which  contained  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  becaufe  he  found  them  fo 
completely  contradidory  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  exprefled  in  their 
vote. 

\  But  what  was  in  the  mean  time  the 
lituation  of  the  Company’s  government 
in  India  ?  It  was  critical  beyond  deferip- 
tion  ;  nay,  it  was  a  government  of  anar¬ 
chy  and  confiifion.  The  Governor  Ge¬ 
neral  himfelf,  who  was  the  principal  fub- 
jed  of  the  difpatches,  was  left  in  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  even  his  enemies  mull  pity 
him.  The  whole  continent  of  India  had 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  refolution 
of  that  Houfe  for  recalling  him  ;  and  the 
j‘efoliition  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  by 
which  he  was  to  be  fccured  in  his  govei  n- 
meiit,  was  not  tranfmiited  to  him,  but 
was  kept  hack.  that  in  fad  he  was 
in  a  place  of  eminence  without  authority, 
and  of  power  withcuit  energy.  Would 
any  man  of  fenfe  wilh  that  a  Governor 
General  of  Bengal  iliould  remain  in  fuch 
a  fituaticn  ?  Could  theaftairs  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  profper  in  fuch  a  (late?  They  cer¬ 
tainly  could  not  ;  and  therefore  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  prevent  the 
podibility  of  fuch  another  occurence  as 
bad  reduced  them  to  that  Hate.  But 
this  could  not  be  preven*^ed  while  the  ad 
for  regulating  the  government  of  India 
ihould  remain  in  its  prefen t  condition. 
By  this  ad,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 


Court  of  Proprietors  to  defeat  the  very 
beft  meafures  that  the  Diredors,  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  Servants  of  the  Crown, 
Ihould  take.  If  the  Diredors  wilhed  to 
puniib  difobedience  in  one  of  the  Com¬ 
pany's  fervants,  and  therefore  to  recall 
him,  they  were  obliged  ftrll  to  apply  to 
his  Majelly’s  Minillcrs ;  but  their  confeiit 
was  not,  according  to  tlie  opinion  of  the 
day,  fufficient ;  fo  that,  after  rt  fliould 
have  been  obtained,  it  was  ftill  neceftary 
to  fubmit  the  whole  to  the  Court  of  Pro¬ 
prietors,  who  might,  if  they  pleafed,  un¬ 
do  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  Mini- 
fters  and  the  Diredors ;  nay,  to  defeat 
the  purpofes  of  the  united  wiidom  of  the 
nation  in  Parliament,  exprefled  in  their 
votes.  This  naturally  led  him  to  confi- 
der  the  charader  of  the  men  who  gene- 
1  rally  were  in  the  diredion,  and  held  Eaft 
India  Hock,  with  the  connedion  between 
a  Governor  General  and  his  principles. 
In  the  diredion  there  were  generally  two 
deferiptions  of  men ;  thofe  who,  being 
real  proprietors,  endeavoured,  by  pro¬ 
moting  the  trade  of  the  Company,  and 
increaling  its  revenues,  to  make  the  moft 
of  their  Hock.  The  others  were  perfons 
who  had  become  proprietors,  not  for 
commercial  but  for  political  purpofes. 
How,  by  what  means,  and  for  what 
end,  fuch  perfons  purchafed  Hock,  he 
thought  it  unnecelfary  to  Hate  to  the 
Houfe.  Thofe  who  looked  to  political 
connedions  could  not  gratify  their 
wiihes  more  than  by  fupporting  a  Gover¬ 
nor  General,  in  whofe  hands  was  lodged 
fo  great  a  power  to  oblige  his  friends. 
Thofe  whole  foie  objed  was  to  make  the 
moH  of  their  money,  were  generally  in¬ 
clined  to  fupport  that  Governor,  through 
whofe  means  the  Diredors  were  enabled 
to  make  large  dividends.  The  circum- 
Hance  of  large  dividends  might  at  firH 
view  appear  to  make  greatly  in  favour  of 
a  Governor  ;  but,  on  a  ferious  inveftiga- 
tion,  it  might  be  found  to  be  highly  cri¬ 
minal  in  him  ;  for  feeing  that,  after  hav¬ 
ing  robbed  the  people  committed  to  his 
care,  and  peculated  for  his  own  private 
advantage,  there  was  no  other  way  to 
prevent  his  principals  from  calling  him 
to  account,  but  by  railing  their  divi¬ 
dends.,  and  for  this  purpofe,  the  poor  un¬ 
happy  natives  muH  undergo  a  fecond 
fleecing  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors; 
lo  til  at  they  were  to  be  robbed  firH  to 
enrich  their  Governor,  and  afterwards 
they  were  to  be  plundered  to  furnifft 
means  to  prevent  a  dilcovery  of  his  pecu- 
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lations.  He  was  not  furprifed  that  even 
the  moft  honeft  diredors  ihould  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  infamous 
pradices,  by  which  a  difgrace  had  been 
brought  upon  the  Britifh  name  in  India  : 
while  man  is  man,  he  will  be  fiibjed  to 
the  infirmities  of  his  nature.  The  direc¬ 
tors  with  not  to  oifcnd  the  Court  of  Pro¬ 
prietors,  to  whom  they  owe  their  fitua- 
tions  ;  and  the  Proprietors  will  never  be 
eafily  perfuaded  to  facrifice  fervants  by 
whom  they  are  enriched:  thus,  however, 
the  deareft  interells  of  the  country  are 
facrificed,  and  its  honour  tarnillied, 
while  no  power  in  law  exifts  at  pre- 
fent  by  which  the  former  may  be  pre- 
ferved  and  the  latter  retrieved. 

From  thefe  contiderations  alone  the 
Houfe  mull  agree  with  him  upon  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  interference  of  the  legilla- 
ture,  if  there  was  a  wifh  that  our  poflef- 
fions  in  India  ihould  be  fecured  to  us. 
But  if  Parliament  was  defirous  to  avoid 
all  interference,  they  would  find  it  at  pre- 
fent  impollible  :  the  bufinefs  prelled  itfeif 
upon  them;  and  not  only  they  mnft  in¬ 
terfere,  but  they  mull  do  it  without 
delay.  The  Hate  of  the  finances  of  the 
Eall  India  Company  was  as  deplorable  as 
that  of  the  internal  governmeut  of  their 
territorial  acquiiitions.  Gentlemen  would 
remember  that  the  Company  had  applied 
laft  year  to  Parliament  for  pecuniary 
alliftance  ;  they  called  for  leave  to  borrow 
500,000!  on  bonds  ;  they  had  petitioned 
for  300,000!.  in  Exche(iucr  bills ;  and  for 
the  remifiion  or  fufpeniion  of  a  demand 
upon  them  on  the  part  of  government  for 
700,000!.  due  for  cuftoms.  It  might  be 
remembered  alio,  that,  according  to  an 
a<H  of  Parliament  now  in  being,  the  I)i- 
redors  cannot  accept  bills  drawn  in  India 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  300,000!. 
unlefs  they  lhall  have  tirll  obtained  ^the 
confent  of  the  Lords  Commifiioners  ov  his 
Majefty'sTreafury;  the  reafon  of  this  pow¬ 
er  being  lodged  with  the  Commiflioiiers 
was,  that  polnbly  by  fome  unavoidable 
circumltance  it  might  happen,  that  the 
drafts  on  the  Company  might  fometimes 
exceed  in  a  fmall  degree  the  above  lum, 
and  therefore  they  were  veiled  with  a 
diferetionary  power  t(^  grant  their  con- 
fent  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Diredors 
for  a  larger  fum  than  300,000!.  when  it 
iliould  appear  to  them  advifeable  fo  to 
do.  The  Houfe  would  probably  be 
aflonifiied  when  they  fliould  hear,  that 
not  with  handing  the  legal  rellridion  to  ac¬ 
cept  hills  for ‘'no  more  than  300,000!. 

without  the  conient  of  the  Lords  of  the 


Treafury,  there  were  bills  adually  com¬ 
ing  over  for  acceptance,  to  the  amount  of 
z,ooo,oool.  llerliug.  The  Lords  of  the 
Trealury  having  been  apprifed  of  this 
fingular  circumltance,  had  very  prudent¬ 
ly  refilled  to  give  their  confent  that  the 
Diredors  Ihould  accept  bills  for  fo  enor¬ 
mous  a  fum,  and  very  properly  lefcrred 
them  to  Parliament. 

Here  was  another  circum (lance  that 
proved,  as  clear  as  day,  that  government 
wa«  not  impertinently,  rallily,  or  inme- 
ceflarily  intruding  into  the  management 
of  the  Company's  afiairs:  if  governmeut 
was  now  Itepping  forwaid,  it  was  for  nt> 
other  purpoie  but  of  faviiig  tlie  Com¬ 
pany  from  bankruptcy:  without  the  in¬ 
terference  of  Government  the  Company 
mult  link,  and  nothing  but  that  inter¬ 
ference  could  preferve  its  exi Hence. — 
This  was  not  a  ralh  afiertion,  the  ilate  of 
the  Company’s  finances  would  hear  wofal 
tellimoiiy  to  the  truth  of  it.  The  Com¬ 
pany  owed  1 1, ^00, cool,  and  they  had 
flock  in  hand  to  the  amount  of  about 
3,200, cool  towards  paying  this  immenfe 
fum ;  and  when  deduded  from,  it  there 
would  Hill  remain  a  debt  ot  X, 000, cool,  a 
lum  to  the  highefl  degree  alarming,  when 
compared  to  the  capital  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors.  Gentlemen  muH  fee  that  either 
Government  muH  Hep  in,  or  the  Com¬ 
pany  muH  be  annihilated.  He  would 
not  have  gentlemen  to  be  led  afnay  with 
the  idea,  that  the  public  had  no  riglit  to 
take  upon  themfelves  to  check  or  con- 
troul  the  government  of  the  Company’s 
fettlements ;  for  his  part,  he  knew  too 
well  the  great  intcreH  the  public  had  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Company,  ever  to  fubmit 
I  to  any  fuch  dodrine.  M^hat  wa^>  the 
whole  amount  of  the  dividend  to  the 
•Proprietors  ?  About  256,000!.  And  what 
fum  did  the  nation  deiive  from  the  cui- 
toms  paid  by  the  Company :  Above 
1,300,000!.  The  people  of  England 
therefore  had  a  much  greater  Hake  in  the 
bufinefs  than  the  proprietors  of  the  Com¬ 
pany. 

There  was  another  circiimHancc  that 
intcrelled  t!ie  people  very  tlientialy  in 
the  bufinefs ;  the  profperity  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  was  intimately  conneded  with  that 
of  th(‘  Hate  ;  fo  that  the  credit  of  the  for¬ 
mer  could  not  be  injured  without  giving 
a  Ihock  to  that  of  the  kingdom-  If  the 
bills  fi)r  two  nfiilions,  winch  were  fliortly 
expeded,  Ihould  return  protelled,  what 
would  all  Europe,  Afia,  and  the  world 
fay,  but  that  the  people  of  England  were 
1  lankriipts,  or  they  would  not  have  fuf- 
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tiun  was  by  ro  means  his  object  ;  but 
wavs  not  pi)ilii)lc  to  ilhiltrate  his  obi'crva. 
tiems  without  occalionally  meiitioiiing 
names. 

;  \Vit!i  1  e.'ped  to  dilobcdicnce  of  orders, 

]  there  were  two  vciy  lingular  inlLii.aa 
\Mich  he  ooiiUl  not  y.afs  (jver  unnoticci!. 
The  Supreme  Councii  of  bengal  had,  by 
(  a  vote,  on  which  the  Governor  Gene; al 
‘  had  been  left  in  a  minority,  rclulvcvl  to 
■  fend  tu’o  gentiemen,  Mr  l  ovvke  anvl  Mr 
Biiltcwc  to  refide,  ihe  one  at  the  Court 
‘  of  iiie  kajah  of  Oude,  the  other  at  mat 
‘  of  tlie  kajah  oiTenares.  The  Governor 

•  OeiieiM),  liovvever.  r(.ru!ld  to  fend  thefc 
two  gtidlemvn  to  tiie  places  to  w’nich 

i  thi  /  \.vj  becii  ihrtincd.  'fhe  Diiectors 
;  tj-a.di^n'iU-d  to  hini  the  moll  pohtivc  or- 

•  thn  3  lo  fend  tii-  m.  Mr  iiafting..  Ihought 
'  pivgei  te.  lifoijey  tli'.’ii,  and  vvent  lo  far 
.  arto  lav,  that  h.e  ecvid.i:  not  rniploy  them 
.  in  nc  gociat  ion  >,  b:\:a  life  he  had  me  nfi- 

s  tis  rho»'id  lii  te  ill  l  ieiii.  idi  deoil,  agert  :n  i/.ig- 
ig.iinnt  the  lame  c:u:h s  land  fe-r  Mr  ilaftiin--,  fai<i  on  his  I'xa- 
L  n,..iiy  d>  a  hate  of  mir.a'lon  belorn  liie  Ch aninittce  of  that 
e  oas  o.Ta’ilv  miac-  •  Ihuii;  .  to  force  tftfe  two  gencleiner. 
t!  i!ii  uHioii'  ’u  India,  on  ivir  I Irndnes,  Vv a^  ./ujch  ih.c  lame  at,  if 
i  on  iIk  C'oiim.Ofy ’s  (.‘ppofn’o;''  iti  i''arliarnei]t  Inould  i\)Ke  a 
s  of  ^Oj/*nion  that  he  ‘  MiTnlb-p  of  the  ■  hmvm  lo  fend  abroad  an 
'it  i  thrti  they  wvitild  a.T.baniuf  r  in  v*i  h.ora  he  could  not  r.  pofe 
born  eoihiiLitioii  •  c«>iihdtncc;  lo  that,  according  to  this 
..'thiiiv  (dfe  could  hap-  ‘  dvictiine,  Uie  Com  I  Dereeiors,  \.  !u) 
[»e  muu;  td'  evidence  v.n  ic  in  fav"’  Mr  Ib'lth  gsMnaher,  \vi  i\L  to 
Munenitt*  lotvl  laid  on  '  beconluk’ed  the  light  of  an  Op(*oli- 
be  inaniwf .  to  peiTc-  j  li*  n,  a. id  ichlie  i  accoidingiy,  F^nt  the 
govei nir.eni  that  Inni  ]  fubilipicn*:  co,ivln:t  of  thaltnigs  to¬ 
ll  lue’n  laial  eor.j-.;-  _  ward.s  v'lie  in' Ihofj  yerdii.rnen  in  wnona 
een  remained  l)y  i  I'.c  could  place  /to  e'}tif:<iCHee  was  cm  ions 
an  iait  year  ‘/he  late  j  indeed  j  bn  he  was  p/leaiLdtf>  give  at'on- 
lat  if  a  man  v  ’lhed  to  j  tr.ua  lo  ?4r  Th  whe  f  ?r  furnilliing  oaP  , 
of  ethics,  policy,  j  witli  a  comnailiion  ofi^  percent,  ulilcli 
would  find  it  in  the  I  be  i'hliuved  in  rinc  of  his  letteis  wis  a 
of  l>ire:*’ors  to  the  '  great  funs  a»ul  mi^ht  opcraic  as  ca  timp- 
3  abroad;  but  it  the  ’  ta»^ion  on  nirn  to  protrari  the  iiegociaLion 
ivald  be  looked  lor,  it  j  of  peace  ;  but,  added  he,  “  tiie  entire 
tin.  manrwr  in  \Ahich  j  c/nfiattice  \  fiave  in  the  integrity  and  h(»- 
rtcloe?  were  obfii  ved  '  nour  of  Mr  Fowke  ’>  a  full  and  perfect 
inhumanity,  falfe  po-  J  fecinity  cm  that  }u*ad.” 
d  brutality,  \ve?e  to  j  Tlie  atrair  of  ti  e  kajah,  Prince,  or  Ze- 
a*ol]  every  ilep  ;  or-  j  miudar  of  Bcnaics,  anorded  an  inllance 
one  fide,  they  were  \  ot  hrcacli  cf  public  faith,  which  would 
ther,  and  the  whole  ]  for  ever  be  a  blot  upon  the  Englifli  na- 
mpunity.  Vfhcii  the  j  tion.  The  territories  of  that  Prince  had 
per  to  condemn  the  j  liteTi  declared  to  he  vefed  in  him,  on 
d.a,  it  was  a  necef-  i  condition  of  paying  a  certain  fixed  tri- 
3me  mark  of  dilap-  j  bate  to  the  Vilier.  'Flie  latter  thciight 
exprelied  relative  to  j  proper  afterwards  to  enter  into  an  agrec- 
cafures.  It  was  not  j  ment  with  »he  Company’s  fervants,  by 
n  to  enter  into  a  de-  |  virtue  of  whicli  the  vafihlage  of  the  kajah 
ft  any  man  ;  accufa-  j  of  Benares  was  ceded  lo  them  ;  thus  he 


]?a:-l  tnein  i.;iCo,o.-  a.  a-vear:  ue  c  >n- 
cralivin  \. tiuidi  i'e  naiii’a*,  and  tlrcrdorc 
the  credi*-  (jf  the.  nation  waa  deeply  m- 
tercllcd  in  the  fuppoit  ui'  tl.at  of  the 
CLirip.»uy.  It  was  liis  intention  ilun,  In 
the  hill  ()i  bills  tiiat  he  ihou'd  have  the 
honour  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in,  to 
autn-uife  the  Lords  of  the  Treafiiry  to 
couient  that  the  Directors  fnail  accept 
ti:e  Inlis  for  2,occ,cccl.  that  arc  on  their 
way  to  England.  I'he  public  on  tliis  oc- 
cain»a  mail  give  efieOiual  fuppoit  io  the 
Ce.\i/ar.y,  ainl  tlierefore  he  would  have 
it  undeniood  that  ttie  nation  by  liie^e 
means  would  become  a  coh.ucra!  feennt) , 
an/  hcii'lj  t vi  pay*  the  whijic,  il  the  Com- 
pnu\  ftioi.Id  not  be  able  to  take  up  or 
pay  all  its  debts. 

•  hue  he  noped  to  hive  the  finking 
cred’t  the  Ci  nipai  v  f.i-  the  prefenl ; 
but  il  would  Pol  he  (uih-  •.-ni  o>  do  this, 
without  taking  fu  n 
guard  it  in  future 


I 
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became  a  tiibufary  to  it,  but  preoillly  was  as  c^cpiicit  thi*;  ns  Cnrit 

ou  the  lame  ternij  tli.it  hw  *ielil  fiit’  'jir'*  IwiVj  .oui  NIr  'fac¬ 

tories  of  the  Vij'ier.  Mr  ilaitintr:.  too,  on  tin-s  ftili  llr:tcrir.-  hinil.lf  behind  t. he 
this  occafu  f),  uioto  to  thic  rt{*\-  Ictie:*  cr  the  r  tlriirncn’,  l.’.ul,  v\  ;i!i  Mu'- 

de(d  at  Henarcs,  aiilhoi’.i'Hht  iii'o  to  .  hnre  I  1 '-N, ‘‘  1  do  ‘  u-.  t  i.i  I’le  b 

the  Raja!!,  that  no  hiriticr  tribute  ho'^Li  \vh<  a  i.!'*ii  He-iant  o?  .Mch  oibia- 

be  C'ca^ted,  nor  Ihould  it  on  any  future  ti'^nai  ra-’th,  »n:  fii' .  tr' t:iu  Comnanv* 
c::ani^e  of  jawei nr.K nt  be  enlai^eil.  Thf  harin;:  beer.  ;u  Lvorelv  p  ..l.-r-l  to  Cheit 
G(neinv>r  -Gene  ars  letter,  oti  liiis  occa-  b.'lhe  (bweruor.,  le.ie-,  as  it  was 

I'  .  -  ^  1  V  1  ' 


b(.>n,  was  a  ;k  rivet  rnoiie!  of  elet^.ance  ;  it  yo'nale  to  be. 

breathed  hninanut', ,  vuluce,  an^l  honour,  1  tie  alruT  oftlic  o*''(^u  !e  was 

in  every  line;  but,  ala;!  tlie  human;' v,  another  eiicnmlla’ice  :’i  ^vn;eh  tii:  ho- 
juO.ice,  and  h.ouoar  of  Mr  ilaftings  ob  n.inr  of  bij  itiv>i  :.;ul  f  e^n  -.voaiuteil. 
wards  Chei*  vSdi;^,  the  name  of  tins  ue.-  'ih.-  fe  t  vo  tjrh.ecdls  r.  eve  tlie  m  ;‘!ier 
foitunate  prince,  were  to  bcfrundcr.ly  and  ;^:  .»ndmo?her  x.f  li.e  Viiier  of  vAulo, 
in  his  letters;  his  Cv)ridn.:t  clifclaim.d  I  n  i!ie  iauds  .uTr^n--:’'  br  tlijir  fupport 
them.  riie  t.'i'.'.ide  was  re.Oilaiiy  paid  ;  !  hrnbj.'.n  cnsran.ied;  rl-.embythj  Cvim- 
yet,  coutr.uy  V(>  bie  very  ient,*r  oi  if.  j  puny;  but,  n.ti.vvit'>',:ta:’.«bii';.G*‘i^  gu  iran- 
lefie!',  Vti*  t!Hh’ny,s  c’-heci  upon  Cliiit  |  o/e,  i!ie  V’i  »er  w 's  Oirini'i !>y  Mr 
Sliia,.  durm;^  th.*  war.  *^‘or  !ive  hicks  cf  HaiUiij^  t.^dirpoubv  tae  pii-.n-eif.*;’. 
rupees-:  '1  hew  bein^  psivl,  a  ibcord  r.-  i  ne  .irticlc  of  pv:'"  nt.:  w.i;  anetber 


rupees-:  '1  hew  bein^  psivl,  a  leeord  r.-  i  ne  .irtiele  of  pv:'"  nt.:  w.i;  anetber 
quiiu.ori  was  in.'-iie  for  a  UfTbihir  oirn,  and.  !  ‘crooiud  fvr  ii.h  fto  .'In:.:  i  :  by  low,  ,k> 
complied,  with,  ;is  wa-;  alfo  .h  rldni  :  '['Iw  j  levvant  of  tlie  Cdin;\'i  •/  (M!'»  receive  .i 
GovcriU)i*-Gene'. al  th-eri  mietc  a  b'uvth  |  p-f'-heo';  from  a’ly  »prie.re  o»'  iiailve  ofiu- 
deriiaieJ  ;  but  tlie  preoc.  not  being  a:  'e  to  •n!;: :  if  ‘ucli  prefents  \h  "ilf.  K;  dii'c  )vercd 
comply  with  it,  .md  tre  Governoi  hw-m-  to  Iiove  l>t er  iveei' .d,  the  !i\v  vehed  it 
iug.li.it  the  mo.iey  coukI  uoi  lie  pi  oeu-  j  uii  ae.iiately  In  tli  ■  Com,)  luj ,  that  tlie 
re di,  went  in  peifon  into  the  territ''rics  J  fmvdtors  or  prop’iei'>rs  raight  have  .in 
of  Heuaies,  winch  he  feifeil  for  the  Com-  intereit  in  d'fcovcnng  them.  The  policy 
paiiy'sufe;  ai.d  the  imfvirtu:i.\ie  pi  inee  of  this  regui  it'on  w.vS  v.\  !l  rncant,  but. 
Cheat  Smg,  being  llius  iblv-wi  nom  id's  in  Ids  o'Oiuion,  ill  gve>utidii*d ;  lor  by 
dondiriiwi.b,  is,  ai  luls  iuome»!t,  a  wandc-  hicri  policy  it  bee.i’nc  the  iutert-n  o  ' the 
ftr  aiivi  a  vagacoud  in  tlic  w-.irid.  Couip.riy  that  then-  fc-v.mts  ihouh!  piun- 

i  nc  uiiiv)i  timale  1*  ajah  referred  to  tlie  der  the  n  itive.;,  ivy  ti!:mg  t-rom  tliem 
Gv>ve\ iij.il  s  .eiier,  ti)  iliow*  that  *}'.e  j^e-  iieo  gift-',  becaule  tbei"-  tire  g'*-  ’  *  a.vl 

lUai.d.ti,  widwh  h  ul  been  m  ..ir  upon  tiirn,  :  aftvi  vVards  Iv^ell  tiie  co'rer;  (w  t  u*  Com- 
vveie  cuntiary  to  i!w  aln.iaucc  cour.:ine.'  i  pa.iy.  fi.ef:  p’vlco's  wer  •  Incu- omablc 
in  tuat  ie.vrr  ;  biU  bb  il.illi-igt-  di’.tdi.\in'i-  |  things  ;  f.-  h-e  i*  i'u-'  ih;-'  uvmy  oim.  •  -s, 
iiig  .uslettt..  rew.ivd  t.i  the  i  lUrunieut,  \  o'no  had  'cciaved  ihe'-w’-.v-^  nna  >  •  lo 
b)  \  iiich  he  p’ <>>!,iM-di  lo  pay  the  iribiue ;  j  pty  te.vr  piii  d^•o'.s  ’y  nio  d-'  ;. 'luy, 
though  )ii  Miis  tiierc  was  no  raenllon  j  vrcce  pjv,  .'tin  ii’s  <  loe.tly  ab  J  tv> 
of  ail  aiiiirai.ee  tliat  t!ie  trTmtc  ihoui-d  make  vciy  biree  p  a  do.:  ;  t.,  f'- Gviver- 
c\ei  be  hiidacr.  'L'o  ihis,  iiowcvcr,  it  w  is  mu  -  (Tt.nei  ai,  d:e.  '  u  ow  i  ce  m 

rcr.iifu,  ri.,,.  a  claul'c  h.ad  Ui'cu  n'  ft-ft  p.-n'O'.iav,  M:  4a!t!T!:>.  iv-.il  .-.a 


Cv)ver- 


iv'..d  .IS 


iijieiu  ii  in  ihc  inib  u.'nerit,  to  .au?iv.l  all  a  p.refeut,  av  on-.*  time,  100,0' o  I.  .icmi 

b.'niiei  agi  eemeuts,  and  confi  queurly  to  the  N.i!' )o  i>f  thouyn  *  <1  it  p:  mcc 

aiuij:  t::c  c  ri,;.:uai  ay. cement  ’'.y  which  liad  pinit’v-^iy  clecia.V'!  ;i::>  n'm)mry  to 

the  Rajah  4)f  iV-iiuve.-.  b-oural  hmifeif  to  piy  lne  ula.il  t-dcu'e  t  ! 

pay  trioute  to  the  Viiit  r,  a!iu  whwh  agree-  !  lip  vra  *.  .l  vei  y  ^ 

meiu  had  bcv  a  mode  over  to  tlie  Compa-  vb  bt  .as  be  m.'m.ng  hire  tner.os  ot 


»;v^  fervauts,  tuey  w'r'’  nret- 


ed,  and  which  he  alligned  oyer  to  the  vermn-mcnerah  on 
Co;np;iny,  Ihii  i;i^  piypicc  ;  pyg  'i,  f  t.>  --i-c  C'.'ii- 

ancl  iic  w.is  the  move  foamm.  .a  .....j  op.-  .  _  Conip.iuy  '.and 

nion,  as  the  Oovcrr.oi-C.eut,ra: »  .uici  “J' 
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taken  bond  bearing  higli  intereft  for  it)  j 
large  i urns  of  their  own  money,  at  lealt  j 
he  ai'ti  r  wards  conceived  it  might  be  their  j 
money,  for  he  ollered  it  tt)  them,  and 
ftated  a  very  curious  circiimftance  in  ex- 
cufe  for  having  accepted  of  it  from  the 
Kabohi  alledging,  “  That  if  he  was  alked 
why  ht  took  it,  he  would  fay  that  he, 
perhaps,  had  no  difliiK^t  motive  for  lb 
doing,  or,  perhaps,  he  miglit  have  had 
one,  but  his  memory  did  not  then  furnilh 
him  with  a  recollection  of  it.” 

'I’hc  Rohilla  war  was  another  proof  of 
the  lengths  to  which  the  Company’s  fer- 
vants  may  carry  injuftice  :  The  Rajah 
o?  tiiat  country  was  perfecuted  with  tire 
and  fwerd,  and  his  territories  laid  vvaile, 
for  no  othej  reafoii  but  thit  his  country 
liad  always  been,  what  it  ever  would  be, 
a  perfect  garden. 

't  he  jSiahratta  war  was  anotlier  fource 
cf  erdamity  to  the  Company  :  He  would 
not  fay  it  was  begun  by  Mr  liailnigs  ; 
it  certainly  took  its  life  from  the  preti- 
clency  of  Bombay  ;  but  it  was  adopted  | 
by  him;  and  he  corJd  not  fay  that  the 
terms  of  the  peace  v/ith  that  people  were 
fiich,  as  that  the  merit  of  having  made  it 
ought  to  onr-weigh  the  demerits  of  ha¬ 
ving  engaged  in  it ;  certain  it  was,  that 
this  new  treary  was  infinitely  lefs  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  Company  than  that  of 
Poornnder,  which  had  been  broken. 

Having  flated  thefe  varioius  grievances 
and  abufes  in  the  government  of  India, 
his  next  ohJe<n:  was  to  point  out  the  re¬ 
medies  he  intended  to  apply.  On  former 
occafions  dciibls  had  been  fuarted  on  tliis 
cpieltion — “  To  whom  do  the  territorial 
accpnhtions  in  India  belong:”  Many, 
and  grave  perfons  were  of  opinion,  that 
they  belonged  to  the  crown  ;  arguing, 
that  it  was  abfard  that  a  body  of  mer¬ 
chants  flionld  be  fuppofed  capable  of  ma- 
Tiaging  and  governing  great  territories, 
and  entering  into  all  the  mazes  and  re¬ 
finements  of  modern  politics.  He  was 
aware  al fo,  that  very  weiglny  perfons  on 
the  other  fide  had  maintained,  that  the 
territories  belonged  of  right  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  they  very  jiiilly  retorted,  that 
it  was  equally  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
mere  ftatefmen  were  qualified  to  conduct 
the  complicated  branches  of  a  remote 
and  difficult  commerce.  For  his  part, 
he  would  leave  the  queffion  of  territorial 
right  undecided ;  but  he  had  formed  a 
plan,  by  which  he  fhould  reconcile  thefe 
two  different  opinions.  It  was  generally 
fuddoled,  that  if  government  fhould  take 


the  territorial  pofleffions  into  their  hand5> 
they  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  up  a  Company  to  carry  on  a 
trade,  by  which  alone  the  revenues  of  In¬ 
dia  could  be  converted  to  the  benefit  of 
Great  Britain.  His  plan  was  to  eRablifli 
a  board,  to  confift  of  /even  perfons,  who 
flroiild  be  veiled  with  full  power  to  ap¬ 
point  and  difplace  officers  in  India,  and 
under  whofe  controul  the  whole  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  country  Ihould  be  placed  ; 
the  other  clafs  to  confilt  of  el;^ht  perfons, 
to  be  called  affiftants,  who  Ihould  have 
charge  of  the  Tales,  outfits,  dec.  of  the 
Conjpany,  and  in  general  of  all  commer¬ 
cial  concerns  ;  but  fubjc<$t  to  the  con¬ 
troul  of  the  firfi:  feven.  7'liis  board  he 
would  have  held  in  England,  under  the 
very  eye  of  parliament :  Their  proceed¬ 
ings  fhould  be  entered  in  the  books  for 
the  iiifpei^tion  of  both  Houfes.  Their 
fervants  abroad  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
make  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings, 
and  enter  them  alfo  into  books,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  Europe;  and  if  ever  they 
found  themfelves  under  the  neceffity  of 
difobeying  an  order  from  the  board  (and 
he  was  ready  to  admit  fuch  cafes  might 
occur),  a  minute  fliould  be  entered,  fla- 
tiiig  the  realbn  of  their  diibbedience. 

Tiie  Company’s  fervants  were  already 
in  the  habit  of  entering  minutes,  and  it 
was  a  ciifiom  of  infinite  utility  ;  for,  if 
no  fuch  cufiom  had  exiited,  India  would 
long  (ince  have  been  unavoidably  lofl  to 
us,  as  wc  never  Ihould  have  been  able, 
witliout  thefe  minutes,  to  trace  the  me¬ 
lancholy  cfiedls  lip  to  their  true  caiiles. 
For  the  prefent,  he  intended  that  Parlia¬ 
ment  Ihould  name  ail  the  perfons  who 
fhould  fit  at  this  board,  but  only/)/'©  Lac 
vice:  He  already  felt  theinconvcnier.ee 
of  parliamentiiy  appointments,  as  at 
prefent  the  Gcrv'cr nor- Genera!  of  Bengal, 
relling  on  an  a^t  of  parliament,  feemed 
to  Jilavow  any  power  in  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  Directors,  or  the  King  him- 
felt  to  remove  him.  He  would  have  the 
board  to  be  eltabliflicd  for  three  or  five 
years  ;  or  for  fuch  a  length  of  time  as 
might  be  thought  fufficient  to  try  the  ex¬ 
periment,  how  far  tliis  new  ellabliibment 
might  be  iileful.  When  that  fhould  be 
known,  if  experience  fhould  have  proved 
its  utility,  he  then  propofed,  that  in  fu¬ 
ture  the  King  fhould  have  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  feven  firfi.  If  any  of  the  eight 
affitlant  counfellors  fliould  die,  the  va¬ 
cancies  fiiould  b  :  filled  up  by  the  Coni  t 
of  proprietors.  A  learned  genllemin  (the 
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late  Lord  Advocate)  in  the  bill  he  brought 
into  parliament  lalt  year,  propoled  to 
give  mod  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
Governor- General  of  Hengal,  and  at  the 
fame  time  named  the  per  ion  who  was  to 
till  that  ofiice.  I'his  periVm  was  Earl  of 
Cornwallis,  a  nobleman  whom  he  tMr 
Fox)  now  named  only  for  the  piirpoie  of 
paying  homage  to  his  character ;  his 
name  might  make  parliament  conftiit  to 
the  vefting  fuch  powers  in  a  Governor- 
General  ;  though  nothing  but  the  great 
character  of  that  noble  Lord  could  ever 
induce  the  legiflature  to  commit  fuch 
powers  to  an  individual,  at  the  diftance 
of  half  the  globe.  Acccording  to  the 
above  plan,  the  greatefl;  procefs  might 
be  entriilled  with  the  board,  as 
the  members  of  it  would  be  at  home, 
under  the  eye  of  tlrat  Houfe,  be¬ 
fore  w'hom  their  proceedings  mud  be 
laid.  The  learned  gentleman  had  en¬ 
trenched  his  bill  behind  the  charaider  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  but  he  (Mr  Fox)  would 
not  mention  a  linglc  name  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  inferC  in  his,  not  that  he  was 
afraid  they  would  not  be  found  refpccda- 
blc,  but  becaufe  he  wilhed  the  bill  might 
relt  on  its  own  merits. 

There  were  other  points  on  which  he 
had  formed  an  intention  to  touch  : — 
An  abfurd  opinion  feemed  to  prevail  in 
Indodan,  that  all  the  lands  belong  to  the 
Emperor  ;  and,  therefore,  that  they  may 
be  difpofed  of  at  pleafure.  Upon  this 
principle,  it  had  been  cudomary  to  liirii 
the  ancient  Zemindars,  land-owners,  or 
gentry  of  the  country,  cut  of  their  poHef- 
(ion^,*if  others  could  be  found  who  would 
pay  more.  This  was  a  fad  cudom,  built 
on  an  ahfurd  and  eiroiicous  opinion  ;  it 
dtdroyed  agriculture  and  improvements, 
and  tO(>k  away  that  incentive  to  the  ac- 
c^uilnion  of  property,  the  fui)p:)(itiuu 
that  it  would  be  pc'*m:inen{  :  Lis  piaii 
was  to  enad,  that  upon  payn;ent  of  cer¬ 
tain  fixed  rents,  the  lanJiiolders  thould 
enioy  the  undiruubtd  pofiefilon  of  their 
lands,  fo  that  no  power  Ihoiild  difpofieli 
them.  It  Iiad  l»ecn  often  fuggehe'i,  tliat 
k  would  be  advifcable  to  give  the  fkai- 
toos  the  Inw^s  of  Fngland  ;  but  fiich  a 
thought  was  riilictiloin-  ;  the  cudciv/:; 
and  religion  cd  India  clailieJ  to(»  miuh 
with  them.  However,  1  urngh  the  I’-n- 
glifh  laws  could  not  be  eflabiiiiied  arnoT^g 
them,  their  foirit  and  etliency  might; 
and  tills  great  pi  inc.ole  miglit  be  cirricd 
into  ededt,  ihai  no  mati  lliouhl  be  ilejvi- 
ved  of  his  lauds,  wlnle  he  fnhnled  the 
conditions  under  which  he  iicld  them. 


It  might  be  proper,  alfo,  to  have  a  retro- 
Iped,  and  to  redore  to  their  lands  all 
who  liad  been  dirmillld  from  anv  i;;ve!i 
perivid,  for  inltance,  lincc  the  year 
binding  them  only  to  the  payment  of 
luch  rents  as  they  paid  at  tliat  period. 

He  had  turned  V.is  thoughts  aifo  to  the 
deviling  of  feme  means,  wiiereby  crimi- 

he  broiigiit  to  iufiice 
here.  On  tins  head  he  had  heai  d  didV- 
reiit  opinio'is  :  fome  thought  that  the 
laws  already  in  being  were  pei  re.^ilv  ade¬ 
quate  to  that  end;  while  others  ilif.ilvd 
that  theyweie  wholly  iiifurneient ;  ;ind 
therefore  that  there  was  no  other  nude 
of  piofecuting  fuch  criminals,  but  by 
bills  of  pains  and  penalties.  All  thole 
who  had  been  witnetus  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  lall  year,  would  agree  with  him, 
that  tills  was  a  wretchedly  inefheient 
mode  to  relbrt  to.  He  had  thought  of 
ellablilhing  a  pei  inaiieut  Irilninal  for  ti  y- 
iiig  inch  criminals;  but  he  felt  very  Itronjg 
objectioiii  to  fuch  an  inltitution.  Geu- 
tlcmcn  would  conceive,  that  it  would 
be  dilhcult  for  fuch  judges  to  refid 
the  attacks  of  friends  and  relati¬ 
ons;  and  it  would  therefore  be  im- 
jiroper,  if  folicitations  Ihould  prevail,  to 
feud  a  criminal  to  be  tried  before  tliat 
court.  The  matter  was  full  of  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  own,  that  .V 
was  not  prepared  as  yet  to  bring  in  any 
bill  on  the  fubjeL:— not  only  becaufe  lie- 
had  not  the  afiiiuince  of  the  two  great  I  iw 
oftieersof  the  crown,  who  were  not  at  that 
I  moment  members  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  in 
fa(fl:  becaufe  he  had  not  a"-  yet  been  able 
p)  arrange  a  plan  that  could  pleafo  even 
himfelf. 

He  begged  that,  in  » In*  dfifculTIon  of  the 
bills  lie  lliouhl  move  for  leave  to  bring  in, 
[.eutlemcn  would  v.A  involve  two  tilings 
that  were  periectly  di Hindi  ;  t!»e  merits 
or  de.mcritb  of  the  bills,  and  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  i'.Ir  ILilings.  I'his  was 
not  a  d.iv  ot  trial  for  tliat  gentleman. — 
I'he  bills  had  no  ictrofpe^l.  Not  but 
lie  was  ready  to  own,  tliat,  upon  the 
1  readiuefs  fie  Ihould  fiiu!  in  the  Home  to 
I  receive  his  hills,  it  depended  whether 
the’’e  j'hoiiid  be  a  reiivirpedt  oi  not.  At 
prclcnc  there  wa>  no  connexion  bctvvrTii 
the  bills  and  Mr  Ilihin.is.  He  might 
be  the  moil  iuiiscft,  upright,  hum.iiiv*, 
and  in  11  'governor  tint  ever  exlOed  ;  .ami 
yet  the  bilic  pronolVd  might  be  higldy 
Plainer.  Gn  tiie  ollnr  h;nul,  he  might 
be  the  moll  corrupt  peculator,  and  the 
[  molt  cruel  nn<i  uu;iiP  governor  tliat  ever 
;  curled  l!ic  plains  of  Indodan  ;  and  yet 
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tlio  rcnicclv  propoftd  in  thcfe  bills  might 
hciomid  All  lie  alkccl  was, 

that  they  be  coiificlcicd  by  tliein- 

fclvcs,  wit jitAit  any  rtlcrcncc  to  any  man. 
If  influence  on  this  occafiun  ihonid  ma- 
iiifett  itlelf,  the  coiiie<[uenccs  might  be 
alarming.  No  future  governor  would 
ever  go  to  India,  without  looking  to  in- 
fiuence  in  that  lloufe  ^  and  it  the  e*ay’ 
Diould  come,  when  the  whole  force  or 
patronage  in  India  Tnould  be  employed 
for  the  puipofe  of  creating  inhuence  in 
that  lluufe,  what  would  become  of  In¬ 
dia?  Peculations  there  would  be  protec¬ 
ted  here  ;  and  the  plunderers  w’ould 
be  proteeled  by  the  fliarers  in  the  plun¬ 
der. 

The  inRuence  of  the  crowm  w^a5  owce, 
what,  he  thanked  God,  it  w  as  no  longer, 
too  powerful  in  that  Hoiife  ;  but  what 
v/as,  or  had  been,  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  to  the  immenfe  influence  with 
w’hich  the  greateft  and  moft  valuable  pa¬ 
tronage  in  the  empire  would  inveft  a 
Govern  or -General  of  Bengal  ?  In  Head  of 
being  afraid  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
he  w'ould  look  upon  them  as  crea¬ 
tures  devoted  to  their  own  and  to  his  in- 
tereft. 

Mr  Fox  then  obferved,  that  he  Intend¬ 
ed  in  his  bills  to  abolifli  monopolies, 
wdiich  by  experience  were  found  to  be 
highly  pernicious,  lie  undcrtlood  that 
the  monopoly  of  the  opium  trade  had 
been  given  to  the  fon  of  a  Gentleman, 
vho  had  been  Chairman  of  the  Ealt  In¬ 
dia  Company,  and  whom  the  very  day 
he  received  it,  difpofed  of  it  for  a  con- 
lidcrable  fiim  of  money.  'I'his  fliew^ed, 
that  what  wms  the  gain  of  individuals 
W'as  a  public  lofs. 

He  lamented  and  deplored  the  abfence 
of  his  noble  Iriend  Lord  Ni>i  th,  wlioin 
illuefs  detained  at  home.  The  abilities 
oftbal  iK.blc  Lord  would  have  allbrdcd 
him  folid  flipport  in  his  arduous  undci- 
taking.  He  had,  however,  the  fatisfae- 
tion  to  fay,  tliat  tlic  whole  having  been 
concerted  with  the  ludole  Lord,  had  met 
with  his  warmefl:  approbation  and  con¬ 
currence.  lie  begged  Gentlemen  w'culd 
be  affured  that  if  he  w'as  not  prepared  w  ith 
apian  reiative  to  the  trial  of  criininaks, 
it  was  not  beeanfe  he  hatl  been  indolent. 
Indolence,  an  honourable  friend  of  his 
(Mr  Burke)  had  jocularly  faid  laft  year, 
was  the  bell  Me  iTing  heaven  could  bellow; 
but  it  w  as  I'ot  a  blefiing  that  ought  to 
be  looked  for  ia  a  Secretary  of  State’s 


oflice;  it  might  be  for  the  eafe  of  a  Se* 
Cl  eta;  y  to  let  old  abules  gain  groniid> 
without  giving  hiniLlf  llie  trouble  to  op- 
pofe  tiiem,  or  exjiofe  liimfelf  to  tire  dan¬ 
ger  of  making  cncinics.  [;  'ere  there  was 
a  laugh  on  the  liile  of  oppofition,  as  If  he 
was  drawing t he piclure  o:  iiis  colleague]. 
By  fueh  conduct  the  Miniller  might  be 
faved,  but  the  country  would  be  dehroy- 
ed,  ile  on  the  C4)i»traiy  found,  that  a 
?»linirici  ought  to  liik  hio  own  poiit’cal 
ruin  to  fave  his  country  ;  he  had  undt  r- 
taken  an  arduous  talk,  and  called  upon 
every  true  friend  to  England  for  fupport. 
He  faid,  he  had  heard  a  laugh  at  part  of 
what  he  had  laid  ;  it  was  raifed  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  coalition.  He  had  faid 
enough  of  that  laft  fellions  ;  and  for  the 
p  re  lent  w^ould  fay  only  this,  and  for  tlic 
laH  time,  that  he  had  aivravs  been  of 


opinion, tliat  two  ntrfons  who  had  great¬ 
ly  difil'icd  upon  certain  points,  might, 
when  thefc  points  were  no  more,  per¬ 
fectly  agree  upon  others  vvhicii  had  never 
occuired  before.  Ile  had  put  this  opi¬ 
nion  to  the  ted  ;  auvl  experience  had 
more  than  gratified  his  mod  fanguine 
expectations  ;  for  he  had  not  met  witli 
any  greater  dltference  of  opinion  wlih 
the  noble  Lord,  than  is  ufually  fomul 
wuth  perfons  the  moH  difpofed  to  agree 
with  one  another  ;  and  here  he  again 
lamented  the  lofs  of  that  fupport,  w  hich 
he  Ihould  have  found  in  the  elo¬ 
quence  and  great  abilities  of  his  noble 
friend.  Mr  Fox  at  length  put  an  end  to 
a  fpeech  that  had  killed  two  hours  and 
ten  minutes,  with  a  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  vefling  the  affairs  of  the 
Ealt  India  Company  in  the  hands  of  cer¬ 
tain  CommilFioners  kn-  the  benclit  of  the 
Proprietors  and  the  Public. 

Colonel  North  faid,  it  would  be  folly 
in  him  to  attempt  to  enforce  any  thing 
that  the  lliglit  Hon.  Secretary  had  laid; 
it  fiririced  therefore  l\)r  him  to  fay  that, 
concurring  in  every  jiai  ticiilar  w'ith  him, 
he  felt  a  lingular  fatisfadiun  in  leconding 
his  motion. 

Mr  VV.  Pitt  repeated  fome  ofhisob- 
fervations  on  the  coalition,  for  which  it 
feemed,  he  faid,  the  Rigid  Honourable 
Secri'taiy  called  upon  Parliament  to 
grant  an  amiieuy.  Firft  Lords  of  the 
Trealury,  he  obferved,  might  be  indo¬ 
lent,  aniLcriminal  for  being  fo  ;  bait  it 
WMS  no  crime  in  one  Secretary  of  Slate  to 
be  indolent,  w'hen  be  was  fo  happy  as  to 


have  a  cuilcagiie  wlio  did  the  bulinels  of 
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fcbth*  As  to  the  bill  moved  for,  not  only  !  for  liis  miiullcrs  to  rnnkc  out  his  creden- 
iic  did  not  oppolc  its  introduction,  but  |  ti.ds,  and  coru  u.ond  with  him.  He  was 
ho  was  even  impatient  to  lee  and  e>;ainine  •  fure  iliat  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  Sccre- 
every  part  of  it.  It  vv'as  lo  bold  an  at-  tary  would  not  ftrve  one  hour  after 
tack  upon  the  chartered  rights  ot  Irng-  luc.h  an  incbgnity.  In  the  afiair  of  Be- 
lilhmcn,  Uiat  very  good  arguments  in-  nares,  he  he!d  the  (Governor  Geiural 
deed  muft  he  found  to  jullify  it  ^  lucli  as  not  to  have  been  crlmina! ;  for  he  would 
he  had  not  heard  tliis  night.  Keceflity  contend  that,  in  times  of  war,  and 
was  the  only  argument  that  in  his  opini-  dangerous  a  war  as  was  the  lall,  .ill  val- 
on  had  been  adduced  to  palliate  or  de-  fair  and  tribulaiies  of  the  Coinpanv.  and 
fend  it;  but  that  was  the  tyrant’s  plea,  of  eourfe  the  of  Benares,  ought  to 

and  the  excuie  of  every  wretcli  who  Tub-  be  called  upon  for  extiaoi dinary  fup- 
mitted  to  ilavery.  The  Right  Ilonoura-  plies  and  exertions,  i'he  cireuniltancc 
ble  Secretary  was  willing  to  fjcure  to  of  the  bills  that  were  coming  over  for 
the  Gentoos  their  natuuii  riglits ;  but  acceprance  was  no  proof  of  guilt  in  t!ie 
let  him  take  care  tliat  he  did  not  de'lroy  Govrrnor  General :  on  the  comraiy,  it 
theliberiies  of  Knglilhmen  :  he  mention-  was  an  argument  in  I'.is  favour.  Bormer- 
td  the  influence  of  the  Crownj;  but  had  ly  tl;e  ComiKiny’s  fcrvanls  contrived 
it  ever  been  in  its  zenitli  eoual  to  wh  >t  to  n<ake  letnittauces  or  invcOiucnts 


it  would  be,  when  it  Ihould  And  itiVlf 
ftrength-ued  by  the  whole  patrenage  of 
the  Kaft,  which  the  Right  Honourable 
Secretary  was  going’;  to  thiow  into  the 


tiirough  th.c  iTicdinm  of  forv-igfi 

Companies. - \;r  Uaftin-'S  fiiuiir.g 

tliat  the  Company’s  ihips  iniiU  either  re. 
main  in  India  unemph.yed,  or  return  in 


hands  of  the  crown  ?  For  his  part,  lie  was  ballail,  had  found  means  of  procuring 
ready  to  declare,  that  in  his  opinion  the  cargoes;  he  had  »pt' vailed  npmi  thole 
whole  of  the  Right  IJononrahle  Score-  who  would  have  fent  home  their  goixls 
tary’s  fyftem  was  liothing  more  on  one  by  O'her  conveyances,  to  fljad  ti:cm  ia 


lidc  than  abfoiuie  defpotifm,  and  on  the 
other  lide,  the  inofl:  grofs  corruption. — 
The  hill  ought  to  be  examined  with  the 
inoft  ferupul  )us  attention,  aiid  he  was 
lure  that  it  ought  nottij  be  read  a  lecond 
time  until  a  call  of  the  Houfe  iliouldhave 


the  Cornpany'i  (hips,  anef  take  bills  up¬ 
on  the  Court  of  Diredork  in  payment. 
Thde  bills  were  at  a  Jong  cl  itr  ;  and  he 
was  fure  that  the  holilei  s  of  them  would 
very  readily  hold  them  ovci,  if  from 
the  day  of  their  becoming  due,  they 


procured  fuch  an  attendance  as  would  fhonid  get  five  per  cent,  inlereit  until  the 
jnake  it  decent  or  ])roper  in  a  Miniiter  bill*  Ihould  bt?  taken  up.  Mr  Hading!^ 
to  proceed  in  fuch  a  buiuicfs.  never  was  the  author  of  tlie  Marrattii 

Mr  Archibald  Macdonald  rofe  after  war;  and  as  he  was  not  refponfible  for 
Mr  Pitt  had  iat  down;  but  the  Iloufe  the  cominencemcnt  of  it,  he  w^as  entit- 
Tiot  wilhing  to  go  iido  .a  debate,  wliich.  as  led  to  llte  bell  thanks  ol  Ins  country  tof 
no  one  oopofed  the  bringing  in  of  tiie  having  maintained  it  wi'h  to  much  vi- 
bill,  would  come  on  more  properly  on  gour,  and  concluded  it  with  fo  muctk 
the  fecond  reading,  mod  of  the  members  honour  and  advantage  to  the  Cmnpany. 
began  to  move  backward  and  forwaid,  \s  to  the  monopolies,  they  were  in  them- 


fo  that  he  could  not  be  did medly  heard. 

Governor  Johnilone  paid  many  high 
compliments  to  Mr  Fox  for  tlie  fair  and 
candid  manner  in  which  he  exprelled  tne 
plan  he  intended  to  lay  down  for  the  la- 
ture  eovernment  of  India.  He  then 


felves  fuch  trbWs  that  they  were  not 
worth  mentioning ;  a  nian  like  the  Go¬ 
vernor  Gentral  of  Frugal  fearcely  cart 
find  time  to  tliink  of  them.  He  could 
md  approve  of  the  power  to  be  given  to 
the  CxAvn  ;  he  was  willing  to  admit  tluat 


touched  upon  the  principal  charges  a-  tiiemeunt  goveimmnt  of  tlie  country 
g.iinft  Mr  Hallings,  wdiich  he  bri«flyaix  rthibbfutd  by  .aol  oV  P.irli.uneiit  w.!$ 
fwered.  He  did  not  condemn  that  gen-  iiitricate,  and  attended  vvirh  luconvc- 
tleinan  for  not  having  employetl  in  hi-'  unr-ees,  but  be  was  afiaid  tu.at  the  con- 
negociations  gentlemen  in  whom  he  had  trouhug  po-  rr  of  the  Secretary  of  St  attf 
no  confidence  ;  and  the'principle  of  M,--  v.  oold  not  >  i  gg 

tor  ?cott’s  anfwer  to  the  committee  on  He  remcn.bered  th...t  the  (..,pa  eh  i5> 
thnt  bead  was  init :  it  was  judas  if  tlie  conf-ipiciic.' ol  w.iie.i  i.;c  A.aiiatU  waii 
kinir.without  the  advice  of  his  Minifies,  was  umh  rtakeii,  was  lent  to  the  SecK- 
nav  CO  itrai  V  to  it,  Ihonid  nominate  an  tary  ot  State  •  otbee,  n  e.en:  liav.ej  rc- 
awbairador  to  t!ie  court  of  France,  .and  luaiticd  lor  wreks,  if  not  three 
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his  Right  Hon.  friend,  and  as  the  Conv 
pany’s  fitiiation,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
fettlements  abroad,  reejuired  Itnmediaie 
inttM'fercnce,  he  Ifjoiild  give  his  vote  r>>r  j 
the  lecond  reading  ofit  on  J'hurlday  ne  ;r.  I 

C.'fpt,  '"jubn  Lufrp'l  exprelfcd  his  far-  ! 
prife  that  gentleman  hiould  wifh  for  time  j 
to  Ot  libei  ale,  aitci  ilu  y  nadib  inily  /naJ.c  ! 
up  their  minds  on  t  hi.  Uibje^r  {,i  the  jiil, 
as  to  condemn  it  as  the  iViOiV  despotic 
and  un.jult  meafu.e  i:.ni  CvMild  be  adop¬ 
ted.  "Fne  prefenl  Itace  et  CompHoy 
called  for  the  immediate  dhiunceoi  Ahar- 
liament.  An.ueliy  pi  evaded  a!'/ro.ul,  and  • 
alinolt  ba/ikri!ptcy  at  hjnie  ;  therJbia, 
in  his  oninior.,  the  finallelt  delay  would 
be  Highly  daiige'-uus. 

G^iht no.  opp('fed  themotinn, 

that  the  India  Company  ndght  i)c  heard 
agai'dl  the  bill :  lie  i.iif'C'f,  wiJi  foine 
otlv.r  proprietors,  I  i  Jlv  I  ealicd  t'.ie 

direvttors  to  riiinnu)n  a.  court  of  nrooi  le- 
tors:  and  tiiev  had  called  vmh*  ti»  meet  on 
the  morrow.  He  niuier'lood  alio  from 
gentlemen  (>f  the  huv,  to  'vliom  he  had 
fpoken,  that  tl'.t  7  could  not  receive  their 
inhriiftioiis,  fo  as  10  be  ready  to  appear 
befoiethe  Iloufe  to  argue  AgainH:  the  bill, 
in  lefs  than  ten  davs.  On  this  account 
lie  vvilhed  a  delay  of  a  few  days  ;  and  he 
d/d  not  think  he  afked  too  much,  when 
there  was  an  intention  of  oppuling  a  bill 
which  went  to  difnclf  fs  the  Company  of 
every  thing.  'S  he  bill  lui  l  come  fiidden- 
ly  upon  gentlemen ;  the  vtu  y  Ciiairman  of 
the  India  Company  had  not  heard  ol  it 
till  it  had  been  opened  by  the  Rigid 
Honourable  Sccietary  ;  tor  he  hur.ieiv  lunl 
aiked  him  in  private  ;  and  iiad  got  a  friend 
to  afls.  him  in  the  C'crirt  of  Direct vUs, 
whetlier  he  had  hccard  of  it  before  ;  and 
he  declared  upon  honour  he  iiad  not. 
Many  gentlemen  lecnved  to  think  the  pre- 
fent  (late  of  India  called  for  the  interpedi- 
tion  of  Parliament,  but  he  was  not  latis- 
fied  of  the  fa-^t  ;  he  ll.vjuhl  hkc  to  iiave 
evidence  to  lids  faiH.  Idie  war  tlie 
Company  had  maintained  ae:aind  Hyder 
All  and  *  the  Mahrattas,  and  than  wh’On 
the  American  war  could  fcarccly  be  la.d 
to  be  of  more  importance,  had  tor  a  time 
fwaliowed  up  the  revenues  ol  tlie.r  terri¬ 
torial  poilliTions  ;  but  that  war  having 
ceafed,  the  revenue'^  would  retir.n  to 
their  former  channel,  and  loon  d/iicnargo 
all  the  demands  of  ihe  Company.  ^ 
Sir  Henry  bleacher  knew  the  ta)mpa’''\  ^ 
affairs  to  lie  in  a  litnation  in  wu’C'’’  tney 
had  never  been  beibre  :  'I'hey  h.ad  lor- 
merly  indeed  been  obhj^cd  lo  app*y  to 


Parliament  for  pecuniary  afiiPancc  ?  but 
^Jicn  they  were  able  to  pay  tuhnmsto 
the  Ci'  wn*  At  preient  dei)'.  diu  to 
t)it  k'l  g  airanuitdl  to  near  loco.cccl. 
ami  the  date  oi  tl’e  fettlenicnts  thcic  is 
1  iiich,  that  he  was  an  aid  tha  ;no{c  fatal 
j  conmejuences  would  enfuc,  if  ibrnahiiig 
1  'vas  m)t  imiVitAiiately  done  ny  Pailiament. 
j  Tin*  innents  of  IScr.gal  and  Pom- 

bay  \v<*'e  enga;wd  lnap-\Kr  wav,  each 
liaowing  upon  the  other  tin!  bimne  of  the 
Mahralta  w.ir ;  the  Oovt  roiri  ut  of  Rrn- 
gal  and  Tdadias  wtac  in  a  \''  irfe  litna- 
;  linr  ;  ih.e  (.ovenior-Cieueral  nrd  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  iorim  J*  havnig  ernried 
fo  tar,  as  to  Cebate  ‘‘  \Mioilui  tiie  (h)- 
vernor  aiu^  Couiicii  of  Madias  lii'mid 
not  be  ill  removed:'*  u  Iiich  cpie’tiou  was 
negatived  only  by  a  majoi  ity  (,f  ',i: .  If 
that  one  peimn  ifuniM  fall  oil’,  the  c’uef- 
ih»'»  would  tlieri  be  car' ie,l ;  and  GvhI 
alone  knew  the  t!oiifi'\jiK nces.  lie  v^’a^^ 
rheioforc  of  opinion,  Parliament  had 
not  a  inorneut  to  i-n'e;  their  jii  oceed.iiies 
ought  to  1)0  wound  up  i'v  tlie  month  of 
February,  tli;P  the  refi.lt  m^g!/  h-e  lent 
out  wl* h  file  mips  in  that  moMh  ;  for  if 
they  IhoiiK!  not  fail  tf:en,  a  vory  ll.oit 
del  ly  lici  c  might  make  a  ditfereuee  of 
thiec  or  four  inoiili  3  in  their  arri\al. 
After  the  Comrr iiTione’ s  flionld  be  nam¬ 
ed  by  the  av‘l  of  Pariianumt,  they  ('uglit 
to  have  five  or  fix  weeks  to  prepare  tlicir 
infIriiClions  for  the  difteo-nt  Clovern- 
nnmr- :  he  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that 
tiie  bill,  or  fome  other,  ought  to  pafs^ 
without  a  moment’s  Icfs. 

Mr  /r.  Prt  bellowed  the  revereO'  et^i- 
tlre’.s  on  the  blil,  caiiing  it  an  hiilriunent 
of  innncuce,  not  ^br  Miniders  in  yeiKial, 
but  for  his  N'jaiedyhs  ptafeid  Minilirrs, 
even  after  they  ll.onld  ceale  tv)  lerve  the 
Crown  ;  the  Commidlone’ s,  accordin  ’,  to 
the  p'cfvUt  f(;rpn  oftne  bill,  being  tv)  hoKl 
tliclr  place.  ?  tor  l.x  years.  He  allb  repro¬ 
bated  tli-e  inindice  of  attacl'.ing  the  ch.ar- 
ter  of  ti'.e  Company,  wh  ch,  he  fiid,  waa 
inii'iiteh'  Ifrongcr  tlian  the  a<d  ol  h  ttle- 
meut  bv  which  his  Majelly’.-  family  luid 
been  called  to  the  Govenimei’t  of  thefc 
Kii.gdoms  ;  the  charter  having  been 
pinch afed  for  a  valuable  confideration. 

Ml  cxordled  himfdf  forrv,  thi 

nrit  time  he  opened  his  mouth  m  hai; 
j  H'nife,  he  ilu)".!  ’  be  r'dieed  to  lay  liiet 
!  fnci  hangnage  o*'  ‘.he  Right  Homearabij 

•  p.j-fon  wlio  rpv>kc  lad  was  dcfevv'ng  re- 
!  urehculf  II.  H'  armCv!  .u:  d  he  raeatir  rr- 

*  iher  tv)  f)eu>tea  v  i.ri  er-iighten,  and  to 
{  (P^'clalna  rather  tha.)  Jv^libeiaoj.  AnivU 
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his  points  was  one  in  favour  of  the  mo-  * 
tion;  that  the  Houfe  was  lb  excet  dlutrly  . 
crowded  on  the  fir  It  day  on  which  this  • 
buhnefs  was  opened,  that  he  could  not  } 
get  a  place  near  enough  the  chair,  (tho^  j 
he  wilhedeto  fpeak,)  that  could  give  him  j 
a  hope  ot  being  heard.  If  the  Moure  i 
was  fo  full  then,  and  gentlemen  only  in-  j 
fided.on  fonr  or  five  days,  was  it  tv)  be  j 
fuppofed  that  thofe  gentlemen  expcCied  { 
from  the  coiint|:y  could  come  inforiried  I 
on  the  fubjeCt  ?  Or  was  it  confident  that  I 
the  great  number  the  Heufe  then  con-  | 
tained  fliould  delay  giving  their  oplni(/ns  j 
on  the  buiincTs,  merely  until  thofe  l.ad 
come  to  town  who  knew  nothing  about 
it,  if  it  was  Twflrble  that  any  man  in  this 
country  had  not  already  a  large  idea  of 
thecirciimflances  of  India  adhirs  ?  lie  al¬ 
luded  to  the  thin  Ilonfcs  on  Sir  Thomas 
Humbold’s  bulinefs  ;  his  was  a  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties :  but  though  the 
meanelt  individual  was  bititled  to  the 
protection  of  his'  rights,  with  the  mod 
powerful  C'v'rporation,  yet  tlie  Right  lio- 
nourable  Clenlleman  (Mr  Pitt),  with  a 
perfect  fun:;  fro'niy  fiecmentiy  faw  the 
Houfe  counted  our,  without  one  effort 
to  protect  the  rights  of  a  Britilh  fiib- 
jeCl. 

Mr  Fox  faid,  he  w^as  furprized  to  hear 
centlemeii  give  fiich  hard  names  to  the 
bill,  and  at  the  fame  time  fufier  it  to  be 
read.  If  it  deferred  thofe  epithets,  it 
ought  to  have  been  rejeCied  on  its  firit 
appearance,  with  every  mark  of  con¬ 
tempt.  Two  good  confecjutiices  would 
have  followed  from  thence — a  bad  bill 
would  then  have  been  dturoyed,  and 
time  would  remain  for  bringing  in  a  bet¬ 
ter.  But  he  augured  well  of  the  jirefent 
bill,  when  he  found  that  it  was  only  on 
fome  collateral  point  tliat  oppofitlon  w’as 
founded.  Centiemen  let  it  go  through 
one  reading,  and  w'cre  afraid  to  meet  it 
fairly  at  tin*  fecond.  They  availed  them- 
felvcs  of  a  eoll.iteral  way  of  ojipofing  it, 
by  endeavouring  to  prevent  it  from  paf- 
fing  time  cnoiudu  A  Right  Honourable 
Member  (Mr  had  called  upon  him 
the  firrt:  ciiy  of  the  felhon,  for  a  complete 
and  full  fyftem  of  Oovernment  for  indi.i, 
faying,  that  no  palliative  would  do,  and 
every  delay  wouhl  be  dangerous.  But 
he  believed  the  Right  Honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman  had  called  upon  him  fo  confident- 
Iv,  only  hccaufe  he  imagined  that  no 
fyftem  had  yet  been  formed  ;  for,  now 
that  he  found  it  ready,  he  wiihed  to  put 
41^  the  coufidcratiou  of  it,  forgetful  of 


llic  great  danger  of  delay,  which  had 
alarmed  him  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr  Arden  faid,  he  was  fure  that  if  a: 
fimiiar  bill  had  been  brought  into  that 
Iloufe,  while  tlie  Right  Hon.  Secretary 
was  in  oppolifion,  London  would  have 
feen  him  the  next  day  mounted  on  a 
V.  oeden  Rage  in  the  ftieef,  haranguing 
the  populace. 

After  a  great  deal  more  debate,  the 
quertion  v;as  put,  and  carried  without  a 
divifion,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

a  V ,  IVbr t* mher  •25. 

mi  HENRY  FLFdfCHEK  prefented 
a  petition  from  the  DireClors  of  the  Eall 
India  Company,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counfel  againlt  a  bill  now  depending  iu 
the  Houfe  fo-r  rcgulatirjg  the  aflairs  of  the 
Company.  The  petition  having  been 
read,  Sir  Henry  rietcher  moved,  that  it 
lie  on  the  talrle  till  the  bill  to  which  it  re¬ 
ferred  Ihould  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  For.  laid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe 
the  motion  ;  but  ns  tire  petition  men¬ 
tioned  the  Rate  of  their  hnanccs  as  mif- 
reprefented,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
Hy,  that  when  on  a  former  day  he  Hated 
the  EaH  India  Company  to  owe  eight 
millions,  he  muft  have  been  greatly  mif- 
concc’ved,  if  arry  one  underflood  that  he 
meant  to  Ihy  that  the  Company  was 
bankrupt  for  eight  millions,  or  that  it 
owed  eight  millions  more  than  it  had  ef¬ 
fects  to  pay. 

Mr  Pitt  faid  he  for  one,  and  he 
believed  many  others,  did  underftand 
from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Company  was  bankrupt  for  eight  mil¬ 
lions  ;  tiiat  is  to  fay,  that  it  owed  eight 
millions  more  than  it  had  efteCts  to  pay  ; 
he  was  glad  ta  hear  that  faft  now  di la- 
vowed  ;  and  as  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
Company  was  made  the  prete}&t  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  proprietors  of  their  rights,  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  calily  adopt 
the  inoft  violent  and  unjuft  meafiires^ 
vvhc!i  tile  very  groumls  on  which  thofe 
rnealures  liad  been  Rated  as  ncceftaiy 
were  now  publicly  difavowed. 

Mr  ]'ox  faid,  that  every  fpccics  of  evi¬ 
dence  wcrukl  be  attended  to  by  the 
Houfe.  The  fecond  reading  of  the  bill, 
in  his  opinion,  was  the  proper  ftage  for 
hearing  this-  evidence  ;  the  Company’s 
counfc!  woiitd  propofe  the  mode  of  open¬ 
ing  it,  and  the  Houfe  confider  of  it. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  faid,  the  Court  of 
Directors  had  given  orders  that  an  exa<^t 
account  of  their  finances  Ihould  be  pre¬ 
pared  lor  Parliament,  aud  the  clerks-  at 
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tfie  India  Honfe  were  iifing  every  tlif-  ,  principle  of  it  was  clearly  nncxccptiorr- 
patch  in  then  power.  I  able  in  point  ofinHuence;  for  fo  f  u  was 


patch  in  their  power.  ^ 

1  he  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  v 
the  table.  ^ 

Ko'vrmlfr  lU,  i 

MR  FOX  bionghl  in  Ids  iVcond  hill  ( 
relative  to  ii.dia,  en  Jtiv:d  \  bill  for  tiir;  r 
better  rcguiatlon  of  the  airiirs  of  the  ;] 

India  Company,  tlie  breviate  of  wliich  j 

was  read  by  the  Speaker.  •, 

Sir  Edward  Altley  fairl  he  would  not  ( 
oppofe  the  bill  then  ;  but  he  thought  i 
gentlemen  ouglit  to  proceed  with  can-  t 

tion  in  a  meafere  iiy  which  fo  nuicii  in-  i 

fiuence  would  be  th  own  into  the  ha:  ds  l 
of  the  Crown. ^  A  bill  of  inhnilcly  lefs  ( 
moment,  and  wiiicli  gave  inlinilely  IcE 
influence,  !iad  ]'>ec.i  opooied  by  foii.e  of  1 
the  Hrfl  and  ])cft  men  in  this  c<cini;y,  i 
became  it  tended  to  incrt.ue,  tlior.gh  in  ' 
a  final!  degree,  the  infli-ence  of  the  Crown 
and  its  iviinifters  ;  if  a  meature,  there¬ 
fore,  llioulu  be  adapted,  whicii  Wv/uld 
put  Alinlllry  in  poiTehion  <;f  a  boU'idleE 
extent  of  pitroii.’gc,  and  n  its 

confeqaenCwijinight  threaten  the  liberties 
and  con/lifution  (d*  this  conalry,  gentle¬ 
men  would  tir.d  it  neaedhiv  to  come 
again  to  vole  ‘‘  that  Ih'^  i’-bueiav  of  the 
Crown  has  incre’.lldj  ii'.areaiirg,  and 
ought  to  be  diininifucd.’^  lie  Avas  ready 
to  allow,  that,  irom  the  prefent  fiate  of 
the  Coinpany^s  aliair.s,  fome  regulations 
wcie  iicceiTary,  and  perhaps  more  nnee 
the  late  news.  Me  was  re.itly  alf«r  to  ai- 
low,  that  a  ccanpaiiy  t)f  inerclianls  were 
not  qualified  to  gcvei  n  large  ienitorial 
polVcthoiis  ;  but  it  would  Irili  be  riid.!  lo' 
be  Oil  one's  guard,  lelt  the  niialnrcs  pro- 
pofetl  iboukl  prove  riiinoiis  to  t!ie  liberty 
of  this  count  I  y. 

Mr  Fox  faid,  the  hon,  Faroiuths  re¬ 
marks  were  pv)inted,  not  agaiull  flie  lull 
then  under  confidei ation,  )  ut  againil  llie 
bill  which  he  find  the  Ironour  to  preieut 
a  few  days  before  ;  w  hen  t  Vtt  lluniltl  be¬ 
come  the  fubj<.cl  of  <h  VjHte,  lie  \v<.)uld  en¬ 
deavour  lu  defend  it  againd  the  j''veral 
objections  that  ruould  be  urged  ac.ilnfr 
it.  dVitli  reipeCt  to  tiie  influence  it 
would  give  to  theCniw’U,  n  \ras  t:ie  du¬ 
ty  of  iu  oppofers  to  ihew  i»:at  it  was  un- 
necefi'ai  y,  and  t^nat  .nl  jlumici*.  ant!  rot 
any  other  cij cumliauce,  wa-j  the  ofyect. 
He  was  glad,  hiO v/c  v'l.  r,  to  hear  the  hou. 
Baronet  fay  he  tell  the  urc.  ft. tvof  ma¬ 
king  ft)me  vegulatituis,  aiul  tnat  a  com¬ 
pany  of  rnerclnuts  were  lu't  ut  to  gv>v^:n 
a  large  tract  of  territorial  poflefliear,.  As 
to  the  bill  now  bcfoie  the  lioule,  the  . 


it  from  giving  iiflUicnce,  that  it  wc-ut  par¬ 
ticularly  to  guard  iigainft  it.  lie  pi  jui- 
med,  thereiore,  thar  there  would  he  ua 
opi'Miitlon  to  the  fending  of  i:  to  a  Co  n- 
nuttee,  as  vriia*^e7v.r  cibiictioris  niii;]it 
ariie,  ti.ey  mufe,  in  his  opinio;*,  lx.'  to  tijc 
provilions,  and  not  to  tla:  bill  nihlf.  lie 
was  not  fo  viiiii  ^L^  lo  iaj..poie  that  lie 
could  frame  a  bill  wh.ich  e.ubraecxt  fo 
mairy  objects,  tlut  iliould  nut  be  liable 
to  objeeiions  ;  it  would  be,  therefore, 
tor  the  vvifdum  of  the  Committee  tv)  make 
Inch  alterations  as  they  ihoutd  judge  nc- 
ceflary. 

Sir  Edward  Aftlcy  begged  p.ir<f()n  of 
the  lioufe  for  having  confounded  the 
two  dhierent  biiis.  llis  objections,  he 
owned,  were  to  the  bill  which  was  not 
then  before  th.e  lioufe. 

Mr  W,  Flit  fiivl,  it  was  ’mpofliblc  to 
form  a  judgine.it  of  a  bill  of  fueh  n 
length,  fiom  hearing  it  read  ;  but  fo  far 
as  he  could  judge,  the  principle  of  it  did 
not  ilrikc  him  as  being,  any  way  firniiar 
to  that  of  the  tiril  bill ;  at  incfent,  there¬ 
fore,  lie  law  no  objection  tt;  it;»  going  in¬ 
to  a  Conimiltec.  It  was  not  to  be  cx- 
Tie-lcd,  however,  that  he  Ihoiild  pU’vigc 
iiimfelf  to  fupport  it,  till  he  lliould  Imvc 
read  the  whole  of  the  bill. 

Mr  Fo:<  replied,  that  the  necelTity  of 
ivgUftHions  was  admitted  on  all  hands; 
and  let  who  might  be  entrufled  with  the 
iranagement  of  the  Company’s  affairs, 
thefv*  VLgulationb  would  be  necefftry  ;  lie 
wiihed  ilierefore  that  the  bill  might  be 
gone  lliro’igli  as  foon  as  poflible,  or  even 
palled  before  the  otiier  bill,  and  that  car? 

Ix;  taken  in  tiie  Coinmiltee  to  in- 
ilvi  a  elaufj  whicii  flioiiW  declare ’Ji  t  t!ic 
goveinun.nt  of  th.-  Company  be  in  whom 
it.  mi,  hi)  the  p./.v*  ra  veiled  in  them  by 
I  this  bill.  \^’ith  Inch  a  claufe  the  bill 
I  vvoidvl  not  be  (iepeiideni  upon  any  other, 
luit  !)e  comph  a:,  ti.o’  the  other  fhonlc! 
he  Icif.— Mr  iMt  nodded  approbation. 
An  order  was  tlien  made  that  the  bill  be 
ra  inted,  and  read  a  ibcond  time  on  Tuel- 

i  * 

il't  \  • 

(b'ueral  Sinitii  moved  for  a  copy  of 
the  d'rea^y  ccn.cluded  by  ■'dadajee  .Scin- 
dia,  between  the  Cove) nor  General  and 
Ccuneil  of  Een^.al  and  the  Marhatta?^ 
whieh  vras  (U'h  red. 

Thnrf'oiiy^  27* 

Mil  EG  A  moved  for  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  of  the  bill  for  veiling  the  efleCls,  See. 
of  the  iiiUia  Coiitpniiy  m  Coirmiiilioner^ 
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was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  ; 
as  were  allolhc  petit  loiis  from  the  Com  Iz 
of  PioprieUus  and  Oiit  ctors  or  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  ihc  city  ot  London,  agaiiilt  the 
bill.  Agreeably  to  the  prayer  or  the  two 
fornrer  petitions,  coinilei  wcie  •‘■hon  heard 
aeah.lt  it  i  IVii*  Ivous  aiid  Ivlr  Oadis  tor 
tile  Proprietois  ;  Mr  ilardiiig  and  Mr 
PloniLi  toi  thiC  OircdtvHs.  A^iecll, 

accoiinta' i L  to  tne  Cc*iiipai»y,  wac»  iii.xt 
called  tt-  the  b.ir,  wiio  produced  a  It  itr 


of  the  C ('ninair. ’b  accuunit:. — Mr  iox 


and  Sir  Ja.nes  i  owtn<T  then  role  toge¬ 
ther;  eacii  ua>,  rupporied  by  numerous 
friends,  hi  In-  ii  to  Ipeak  tirh;  j 

lv.it  dir  J..!nicc.  i>*dr.u  Cmit  he  was  g  vng  to  j 
fpeak  to  ord'.r  V*  x  dovs  i.  -  — '«ir  i 

James  ‘hen  hy  deela/mg  in  .r  he  j 

weuld  1  l  f(v.  -tny  length  ^ tnn-  pr.\i*Pt  | 
the  Pdgh:  ll  ‘a.  C.nticraan  yroia  n.akir.g  j 
bis  (Idfjiict:  l‘>i*  I i'l •  •  *)dticcd  a  lu**  I 

which  hf’d  i.n  iir  o!yc.ft  t'  '  violation  ox 


noils ;  but  any  'Vinber  in  debate  miglit 
advert  to  tliem,  ajid  caui'e  ilie  whole,  or 
an  '■  pro  t  to  be  lead. 

ddie  point  ot  order  being  thus  feti  led, 
Ml  Foa  got  up,  and  beg  in  by  obiei  ving, 
tiiar  every  iVimider  who  IheiUld  propole 
an  important  mealurc  to  parliament, 
ougfit  to  hold  hiiiirelf  rehp.nilible  to  the 
liouie,  and  tv)  Ills  cmintry,  for  the  con- 
Fqnences  of  and  therefore  d.cfend 
hunfeir,  by  dcfendiijg  his  rntafnr...  In 
this  ieiife  he  was  reniy  to  eaicr  upon  his 
defence  ;  but  was  furprifed,  that  not- 
W'i'huandiiig  the  various  oDjections  which 
h:.v^  heeu  itaccd  this  hill  on  a  former 
day,  he  now  found  in  in  feP*  attacked  upon 
a  gioand  which  he  liad  not  e>i peered, 
d  he  vi.  !  iiic  :  of  chaitcrs,  and  the  defpo- 
tido  of  rhe  hd:,  were  tlie  topics  which  he 
thougiit  wool  i  h.ive  been  principally 
dwelt  v.)ii  ;  but  he  Ibnr.d  thefe  were  near¬ 
ly  abandoned,  and  lie  was  now  to  be  at- 


thc  nioll  faeved  rights  of  Englilhmcn.  | 
He  had  only  to  oblervc  on  the  prefent  ! 
occa'don,  that  it  was  neceflary,  bcfv.'re 
gentlemen  Ibould  proceed  tt)  debate  on 
the  bill,  that  the  accounts  delivered  in  at 
the  bar  fliould  be  icac  ;  for  as  the  bank-  j 
ruptcy  of  the  India  Company  was  tlic  I 
pretence  foi  bringing  it  in,  it  was  necef-  I 
fary,  in  his  opinion,  tliat  every  paper  I 
Humid  be  read  that  could  prove  either  | 
the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the  bankruptcy.  ! 

The  Speaker  fald,  that  in  point  vif  or-  j 
der  .all  papers  delivered  in  at  the  bar 
by  vvitntfi'es  were  conlidered  as  evidenee 
already  given  to  the  iioufe.  thereri  re  it 
was  not  necelfary  that  they  Ihould  be  j 
read,  unlefs/irvy'yr/'/^^  ,*  and  every  Mem¬ 
ber  might  argue  from  tliein,  as  if  they 
had  been  read.  He  called  upon  the  old 
Members  of  the  Houfe  to  fet  him  right, 
if  he  was  miftaken. 

Mr  Kenyon  faid,  fuch  an  order  was 
not  reconciieable  with  reafon  or  common 
fenfe.  In  the  courts  of  law,  if  a  papir 
was  given  in  evidence  it  was  always 
read ;  for  otherwife  it  could  be  of  iio  nfe, 
as  tlie  court  .and  jury,  while  It  reiiiained 
unread,  rauft  be  totally  unacquainted  ' 
with  the  contents.  j 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  when  evi-  1 
dence  was  ofiered  by  counfel  at  the  bar,  ! 
he  might,  if  he  plcafed,  •  anfe  it  to  be 
read  ;  but  if  he  ilid  not  caii  for  it,  it  was 
not  the  cuftom  of  tlie  Houfe  to  read  what 
the  counfcl  did  noc  think  neceflary  to 
have  read.  In  fime  cafes  the  reading  of 
papers  delivered  at  the  b.ar  was  imprac’^i- 
cabk  5  in  many  inllances  too  volumi- 


tHviked  where  'te  .elt  himfeli  ilror.gcri  ; 
yet  he  mnlt  own  he  was  foiiy  iie  was 
fo  rirongtneie,  as  his  rtreng*h  was  found¬ 
ed  'jn  the  v.'eaknefs  of  tlic  Company.  It 
was  an  olil  cultom  with  Miniltcis,  when 
talking  in  pa; liamenr  in  time  of  war  of 
the  d»<^ugih  and  icroinces  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  io  defc.ibe  tliem  as  in  the  molt 
Hoiirilhing  condition  ;  and  he  Humid 
gladly  have  conformed  to  that  cuil  mi, 
if  Ihc  country  were  novv  at  war  ;  but  eu- 
joyinv;,  as  we  do,  pe.^ce,  policy  no  lon¬ 
ger  requiren  that  fuch  a  practice  Ibould 
prevail :  He  might,  tluTefcrc,  vvirhont 
injury  to  the  public,  declare  the  weaknefs 
ol  the  India  Company.  At  the  fame 
time  he  aiilired  the  Houfe,  that  though 
his  defence  mull  arife  from  their  vveak- 
nefs,  yet  he  Vv*ijhcd  moTt  fincercly  he  had 
no  inch  ground  ;  the  weaknefs  of  a  Com¬ 
pany  fo  conneAed  with  the  ])ubiic  was 
cot  a  theme  to  atibrd  him  :iny  fatisfac- 
tiun.  but  as  he  would  Hake  hi?^  tepura- 
tion  on  the  necefllty  of  the  meafure  to  be 
prupoft-d,  fo  far  as  his  character  was 
concerned,  it  afforded  him  fome  fatisfac- 
t'on,  That  ihc  Company’s  own  accounts 
were  proofs  of  the  ncceflity  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  interpofition. 

Gentiemen  would  in  them  find,  that 
there  no  great  occafion  to  lament 
that  the  account  which  had  been  deliver¬ 
ed  in  at  the  bar  by  the  Company’s  ac- 
couniant  had  not  been  read,  as  in  the 
couife  v>r  his  foeech  he  Ihould  be  obliged 
to  .ouch  upon  mod  of  the  points  it  con¬ 
tained. 

In  this  account  he  found  many  thing! 
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pany  s  affairs  wire  inatle  to  appiir  in  a  aiul  :),4«;:.  h  .t'pital  ex::)  •liCLj. 

inucii  more  f.ivouiable  point  o'  vi^-w  rhclc  wtoc  i'lin'i:.  ..hic'i  tlic  L’cniniiny 
^  tljan  llity  would  be  let n  in,  when  lie  bad  Veen  CiUiiHtiri'ly  ci.,LavoM'i;;^  tt> 

^  lliouUl  have  tlated  the  different  excep-  Lv.da  df  the  i'rcarmyto 

tions  he  had  to  niiiKC*  1  pay,  uut  wideh  v'i>iihi  never  Cv»ni*e’it 

III  the  aeconnt  laid  befv>re  the  HonV*  !  'o;  tney  tiail  p.iul  .ti  luy  tiiou'eiit  "\i\ 
the  Company,  in  erinmeraiinj^  the  him^  [and  r<a’  M\L»!",  and  h.ub  bv  fitteeii  years 
in  tluir  hands,  v>r  due  to  them,  bf  gan  putt,  r  jiided,  any  ti.vt'u  .  claims  on' that 
with  (taung  that  4jicc,eoo!.  ubneh  had  u: ;  ar.il  yet*  the  Company  had  the 
been  lent  at  three  j^rr  c,-n:.  tvO  vov^.  n-  rm.delly  i.»  fet  this  grol'.  Ib'n  oV 4^2,01  il. 
nicrtt,  were  clue  to  the  C-ampany.  I  his  tb.ie  by  rraiice  in  part,  and  the  rell  tup- 
fum  he  was  reaiU  to  aibiiit  ;  but  lie  ovifed  to  be  due  by  I'/’verninrnt,  as  part 
cciuld  not  help  inaii’ng  one  *brer\M‘'lon  oftne  ibud 'vith  wnieh.  t.hcy  could  an- 
upon  it.  This  money  wa^  to  be  repaid  fwer  ah  the  dejuands  Lii:it  were  now,  or 
to  the  Company,  if  yviv  rmnent  ^’’o  iid  •.voul-d  Ihorl'y  be,  priaTing  upon  th.cin  : 
ever  put  an  er.d  ti»  t  lie  inonopfdy  vldcii  I’e*  this  i'um,  in  /job,  ne  had  good 
the  Company  enjove.i,  of  tl'.e  nade  to'  ips’im  i  lor  ex^cpiing  at  pi  elcnt. 

India.  In  that  cate  the  fuil  Turn  of  Toe  next  i. licit  lie  wa:  reaily  to  ad- 
4, z<.)o, 000b  mud  o^'courie  be  paid  ;  but  rret,  viz.  in  juoi.ey  ly  :,7uj1.  but  liecouid 
as  the  money  was  lent,  and  that  c.oVv  rn-  iu)thelp  admiring  the  inuem.ity  oficatin^s, 
ment  was  never  to  reoay  the  principal,  under  the  head  of  cafe,  zSj.j  7  d.  wv>!tli 
if  they  chofe,  while  they  continuv'd  tiie  eff  tlie  Cone.p  my’s  bon  1..,  paid  in  at  the 
monopoly,  he  muff  lay  it  was  nat  fo  tales,  whicti  the  Cvunp.aoy  wdl  again 
very  fair  to  Hate  tlie  I'um  lent  at  the  full  iffat  :  This  vvasa  flrange  fpi  cics  of  calh, 
value  of  4,zoo,oool.;  for  if  t!ie  monopoly  1  that,  upon  being  iffiK\l  a/aln,  would  a-^d 
Iliould,  in  any  cafe,  be  anui'iilated  with-  |  to,  inP,e^d  ofiaking  fiointhe  Cnmp.tny^s 
out  the  will  of  government,  the  m.mey  j  debts.  He  was  wiilmg,  however,  to  pafs 
could  not  be  called  for;  aiul  if  the  Cn’'"-  ■  over  tlij  turn. 

pany  wiihed  to  fell  their  iiPercff  in  that  j  No  iefs  curivius  was  th.’  next  article  of 

iv)an,  wdiich  was  funk  in  the  j  h-r  rtmt,  j  due  for  yo  '-.K  udd,  inu  net  de- 

they  would  lofe,  of  cmkIc,  ai) 'nt  th-ae  j  nvcved:  Tii  fe  very 

pads  Of  the  whole;  and  thei.foie  the  1  'u  the  ftocb  in  hr.ad  in  another  part  of 
acctiUi.t  Ibould,  in  ca:  dour,  iinve  ff  ited.  !  the  ::ecciint,  diougn  here  the  Cempa'^y 

that,  towauls  paying  their  d  'hrs,  ih^^v  |  r.v.v  le'l  th.inMoves  ol  the  lale,  t(’  lav, 

had  in  tlie  g  cetits.  ffoek  that  vvouM  tli.u,  t  s-jiuiive  m  ih.e  lioeh  lU  hand,  t!iere 
fell  for  s, 5Zo,f^fS''l.  Wvre  one  to  tlici-.  h)  lIlii  in 

■  The  ne.xl  article  in  the  account  of  rh.e  fa  ?  th's  far;  was  inaile  to  coont  dfvablc  ; 
debts  due  to  the  Company,  of  their  ways  it  vt.s  tlureiore  tit  tor  him  to  except 
an  1  mt-ans,  was  ceriainl”  moff  cunous,  a/a. -til  it. 

and  would,  perhaps,  fnrprifc  tlie  Houff  'Vhen  a  man  is  ma]:ing  out  a  flate  ot 
This  was  an  aiticie  .dating  the  fnm  (jf  aco.imit^,  to  prove  t.hat  lie  has  m  hand  a 
160,687!.  due  for  fiihliffence  of  prifoners,  lufecn.’it  puantity  (ff  yo-vds,  wiiich  he 
&c.  in  the  former  war.  This  was,  moff  can  inunedi  itciy,  or  in  a  re  iiomiffe  Urr.e, 
airurcdly,  a  lin/ular  item  of  an  accvinnt  c'onveit  into  money,  cnie  m  Iv  abt-le. 
of  dock  in  hand  to  pay  debts;  a  Aim  furprifed  to  find  him  eniinerabn/  aiti- 
duc  iincc  the  176;,,  conff.intly  chimed  cies,  which  in  their  nafiiv 
l)v  the  Company,  and  as  Cfudlanlly  de-  converted  into  moi  ry;  auu  yettcic  v^om- 
uied  bv  France*.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  pany  had  aefed  piecifely  in  ihi^  manner  ; 
that  this  claim  was  abfolutely  Jefperate,  for  they  dated,  that  merc.iandiie, 
fora  nc/ociation  was  now  pending  lor  amount  of  2 195*^9^  .  .u...  »K..n  i  o» 
the  recovery  of  it,  and  he  would  aidwer  to  Indht.  but  not  included  in  teiC  accom.rs 
for  his  own  aclivitv,  and  that  of  the  of  propeiffy  there,  not  bem- arnveo  w  Iw 
Noble  Duke  ^ManchefteiO  employed  in  they  were  mauc  up.  .vow  ns  ac- 
thc  nc-oeiation;  hut  ftili  he  llmught  it  oimt  were  •  "  d  :  .v 

a  moff  curious  article  to  fwdl  an  account  the  amount  ct  aojiu  0 . iiat  ram,  nicii 
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were  not  to  be  ufecl  for  any  mercantile 
pnrpul'e,  but  wei  c  to  be,  if  lliey  had  not 
aircady  been,  conluined  for  the  ufc  of  the 
army :  To  the  fum  therefore  of  at  lealt 
in  This  article,  he  would  cer- 
tajuiv  except :  It  formed  no  part  of  the 
nieaiis  it  the  Company  to  pay  their  pre- 
ient  d<.bts,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
have  been  included  in  an  account  of 
ways  and  means. 

To  the  nerd  article  he  would  by  no 
nieaii'^  except ;  it  was  fuhltaiitial,  but  it 
was  fmail ;  it  was  an  item  of  io9:!l.  of 
b;ver,  remaining  in  the  treafury  for  ex- 
poitation-  'ihis  article  reminded  him 
of  a  curious  bill  In  cue  cf  Sl.ahefpeare’s 
heft  plays,  where,  after  pretty  conlidera* 
ble  charges  had  been  enumcVcUed  for 
lack,  ^c.  a  charge  of  one  penny  was 
Uiadc  for  the  labilautial  and  ncceiia.ry 
^riiCiC  ot  bieavi. 

The  fucceediug  article,  be  faid,  was 
grofsiy  fallacious  :  IL  fvated,  that  i72,J3il. 
had  been  advanced,  on  account  of  height 
to  the  owners  of  lliips  now  abroad, 
which,  lays  the  article,  will  be  deducted 
from  the  freight  payable  to  them  wdicn 
they  arr  'T.  This  iiC  called  a  molt  falla¬ 
cious  item,  not  becaufe  the  money  had 
ih/l  be--M  advanced,  but  becaufe  the  arti¬ 
cle  was  Rated  in  a  manner  that  could 
not  fail  to  deceive  tliofe  wlio  were  not 
well  ac‘;uainted  with  the  affair :  For 
here  tile  uim  adr'anced  was  Rated  on  the 
credit  lidc  of  the  account ;  but  no  notice 
whatever  was  taken  on  the  debtor’s  lide, 
of  the  fum  that  lliould  be  due  by  the 
Compajiy  for  tiie  freight,  cn  account  of 
wiilch  this  money  had  been  advanced, 
bince  two  of  the  Company’s  lliips  had 
been  unfortunately  blown  up,  or  other- 
wife  deltrciyed,  there  were  only  37  to 
come  lioine,  exclunve  of  four  now  on 
their  pa  Cage  ;  the  freight  and  demurrage 
on  thefe  could  not  be  rated  at  knver  tiian 
5C,ccol.  a  fldii;  fo  that  tlic  debt  that  I 
will  have  been  contraded,  and  due  by  ! 
the  Company,  when  thefe  liiips  fhall  i 
have  returned  to  Europe,  will  amount 
to  more  than  1,800,0001. ;  a  Aim 
furcly  too  large  to  have  been  overlooked 
by  thofe  who  laid  the  account  before  the 
Houle  ;  and  to  have  omitted,  he  thought 
highly  culpable  :  This  fum,  or  at  leafl  as 
much  of  it  as  will  remain  after  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  i7a,33<l.  ought  to  be  added  to 
tlie  Company’s  debt. 

Tlie  aiticlc  next  to  this  was  but  fmail ; 
at  .iunoupted  only  to  12,^300!. ;  and  he 


might  fay  minimis  iion ^cu^at  p^dor  ; 
but  itill  he  mufl  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
Aibjeift,  as  it  Ihewed  to  what  Ihifts  the 
Company  thouglit  themfelves  driven, 
v/lien  they  would  fiifter  fuch  an  article 
to  be  brought  into  an  account  ;  it  could 
be  merely  Am  the  purpofe  of  fweliing  at 
all  events  the  total ;  this  fum  was  eRima- 
ted  to  be  the  value  of  drips  and  veOcls 
employed  Uy  the  Company  in  England. 
'File  nieaif  pg  of  this  is,  that  the  file 
thefe  velfels  wouid  produce  that  fum  ; 
but  as  fuch  a  fale  co:dd  be  thought  of 
only  in  cafe  the  Company  were  going  to 
fell  oR  all  tiieir  iicck  and  gTe  up  biifi- 
nefs,  he  would  cbjetlt  to  the  article  ;  be¬ 
caufe,  as  nothing  could  be  further  from 
his  intcntioii  than  to  dilTolve  the  Compa¬ 
ny,  fo  no  inch  idle  could  take  place 
while  th.cy  luouij  exllt. 

The  article  of  -153.^16!.  was  exception¬ 
able  on  the  fame  ground  :  Th.e  Corn^xa- 
ny’s  hou.fjs  and  buildings  in  London 
w'cre  efdinatcd  at  that  fum ;  but  as  they 
were  not  to  be  fold,  be  would  objci!)-  to 
the  carrying  of  that  Aim  to  the  account 
of  ways  and  means  of  the  Company. 

The  prime  coil  of  roar  cargoes  on 
their  paifage  from  Bengal,  was  date<l  at 
703,824].  but  litre  theue  was  a  neceluly; 
for  ail  explanation.  Tliefe  cargoes  it 
was  fiippofcd,  would  pH'diu'c  900,000 
and  foine  odd  pouiuls,  aiul  that  tlie  pro- 
lits  of  the  fale  \\M)iild  pay  the  freight,  de- 
1  munage,  and  cuRoms,  on  the  prime 
i  colt.  But  this  w.ib  a  miftakc,  for,  as  he 
i  had  obferved  belbre,  the  freight  and  de¬ 
murrage  at  5o,ocol.  a  Ihip,  would 
amount  to  200,000!.  and  the  cufloins  at 
about  x81.  percent,  wuiuld  make  126,688!. 
more  ;  fo  that,  in  fuvlt,  there  woiiiil  be 
a  lofs  of  above  ioo,oool.  on  thefe  car¬ 
goes,  and  therefore  be  was  well  warran¬ 
ted  in  dcdiivRing  fo  mucli  from  the  real 
value  of  the  prime  colt. 

To  the  fiiru  of  364,515!.  Rated  ras  the 
value  of  cargoes  difpatched  from  Bengal 
to  other  preii-.lcncies,  he  intended  alfo 
to  obje»5t  ;  becaufe,  as  thefe  cargoes 
conliRed  of  iiiilitarv  Rorcs,  thev  w'tre 
not  property  that  could  be  converted  in¬ 
to  money  ;  and,  confecjuently,  ought 
not  to  be  Rated  as  ways  and  means  to 
pay  tleh^s^lhat  preOed  upon  the  Compa¬ 
ny  iinmediateiy. 

It  was  not  a  little  fr.igular  to  Rrd  how 
tlic  Company  fwelled  up  their  account 
ol’  debts,  in  order  Ihevv  what  means 
tlicy  were  poRVRcd  of  to  pay  ihcir  dcbist 


ill 
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In  the  firft  place,  they  value  the  current  I  would  amount  to  2,812,310!.  anvl  to  this 
rupee  at  as.  3d.  when  every  man  knew  ;  fum  he  waj,  relblved  to  object,  as  unfit 
that  to  rate  it  at  as.  id.  was  letting  rather  i  to  be  infei  ted  in  an  account  of  means  to 
a  high  value  on  it,  the  general  exchange  anfwer  the  Company’s  pre/lin-  de- 
being  at  as.  mauds.  ° 

The  debts  due  by  Nabob  Afoph  ul  ;  It  was  remarkable  that  the  arrears  due 
Dowla,  was  ftated  at  789,828!.  but  God  by  the  Company  to  the  army,  amount- 
forbid  that  this  debt  (hould  ever  be  rcco-  ing  to  502,174!.  were  totally  omitted  in 
vered  ;  better  would  it  be  that  the  link-  the  account;  they  were  indeed  mention¬ 
ing  fund  of  this  country  Ihou^d  pay  it  ed  in  a  note,  but  not  In  the  grols  fum  dee 
(and  God  knew  it  could  ill  bear  it;,  than  j  by  the  Company  :  this  migui  anfwvr  the 
that  the  Company  Ihould  endeavour  to  I  end  for  which  fuch  an  account  h  id  oceii 
recover  it  from  the  Nabob;  for  it  was  drawn.  Pity  it  was  tiiat  no  one  ’vas  rc- 
well  known  that  he  w'as  not  able  to  fponfible  for  making  up  fj  fallacious  and 
pay  it.  iniamous  an  account. 

Another  debt  was  ftated  to  be  due  by  If  any  .\^inij.er  of  the  Cronn  had 
the  Rajah  of  llenares,  to  the  amount  of  j  brought  before  tliat  lioufb  a  itate  of  tlie 
130J500I.  exclulive  of  6o,i86l.  for  interefl  j  public  ^nances,  fo  iul!  of  it^m>  0.1  the 
on  arrears  of  fait.  This  debt  was  of  the  I  creditor’s  fuie,  which  ougrt  to  l.ave  been 
fame  nature  with  tlie  former,  and  on  the  i  omitted,  and  fo  rcinar’i.iMe  foi  uimirions 
fame  grounds  he  objected  to  its  being  of  matters  that  <.ug!it  to  Imve  been  in- 
brought  into  account,  becaufe  it  could  ferted,  he  was  coi.vinceii  ibai  no  laeguagc 
never  be  converted  into  calh,  at  leaft  not  could  be  found  too  iirong  r  o  exprels  t!ic 
till  a  diltant  day,  if  ever  fuch  a  day  could  indignation  of  that  iioiife  fo  dar- 

be  expected  to  arrive.  7'he  Nabob  of  ?  ing  a  Minifler.  ^V!i  llionld  th  :n  he 
Arcot  was  ftated  to  owe  968,012!.  and,  j  theiv  feelings  with  icfp'-Ot  ti>  an  aeeo'uit 
the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  158,230!.  but  it  lo  fnamjfully  failacicrs  ?  '  le  made  no 
was  well  known  that  the  refources  of  doubt,  but  tinit  if  tliey  I'U'Ukl  be  luftered 
thefe  princes  were  exhaufted,  and  that  it  to  go  on  as  fornua  ly,  the  Compan.y  would 
was  impoftible  for  them  to  pay :  it  was  every  year  have  up  >:i  reaper  ftilj  eater 
abfurd,  therefore,  to  ftate  their  debts  as  refoinces  than  in  this  year’s  account ;  for 
furniftiing  refources  towards  paying  the  if  the  debts  fiann  T'^iabubs,  Raja!; and 
prefent  demands  upon  the  Company.  renters  were  relources,  liU’V  \\\)uid  be 

The  account  faid  further,  that  993,8041.  greater  every  y.ar,  in  as  much  as  the 
were  due  by  the  renters  of  fiuidry  dif-  debts,  already  loo  great  to  be  paid,  mult 
trials  of  land  ;  but  how  could  money  be  inereaft  every  year  :  One  of  tiie  Princes 
recovered  from  thofe  wlu^  had  none  to  who  owes  iVn.>riey  to  tlie  Company  had 
give?  Had  not  thefe  people  been  driven  bt'en  obliged  to  borrow  it  «it  tlie  enoi- 
from*  their  poireflions,  and  made  the  monsiutereft  of  two  per  cent.  p»  r  mimth, 
viaims  of  cruel  and  unjuft  wars  ?  And  which,  with  compound  inteiLd,  w.aild 
how  could  it  be experfted  that  they  ihoiild  ‘  amount  to  30  per  cent,  per  inmim. 
be  able  to  anfwer  this  enormous  dc-  1  When  a  debtor  Is  obliged  to  Ixirrow  at 
>  1  fuctiarate,  his  abfolute  ruin  inigi'.t  ealily 

At  the  end  of  the  account  of  thefe  I  betoreleen. 
debts,  there  was  a  curious  obfervation  1  The  dilTcrcnt  fums  to  which  he  had  ob- 


contained  in  a  Nota  Bene,  to  the  tollcnv"  1  je^teil  maiie  togetiier  about 

ing  clfc'tt  :  “  The  war  in  the  Carnatic  j  to  thi.i  lie  onijiit  t.i  add  i,j-'o,occl.  the 

will  delay  the  payment  of  thefe  debts,  j  capital  ftoclc  dne  to  y.c  I’roprictors, 


will  delay  the  payment  or  theie  dents, 
and  mult  have  rendered  many  of 
them  precarious,  fo  that  the  exadt  value 
of  them  cannot  be  afeortained.”  Alter 
this  beginning,  fiid  Mr  Pox,  would  not 
the  Iloufe  imagine  that  the  account  was^ 
goiii'r  to  fay  that  Itimc  particular  part  ol 
the  uim,  fuch  as  a  5th,  an  8tii,  or  a  10th, 
of  theft*  films  might  be  recovered ;  but 
the  account,  inftead  of  laying  any  Inch 
thing,  goes  on,  and  fays,  “  but  the  above 
fums  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  Com¬ 
pany.”  Thefe  debts,  put  together, 

VoL.  LVIll. 


which,  with  the  fv.mer  fum,  made  in  the 
wliole  con fu!  e rah 5 y-  above  12,000,00c!. 
Viewed  in  ibis  point,  the  afMii  ^  ot  the 
Company  mnft  appear  to  every  man  a$ 
calling  loiuliy  for  the  interpolition  ot  tlic 
leeifliture.  But  cculd  not  tins  be  clone 
without  a  violation  of  c!rirt<*r  i‘  e.e  would 
anfwer  that  every  interlV*r»-‘ncc  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  wilh  the  a-fiirs  ot  thj  Ccanpany 
had  been  attended  with  the  violatio  i  of 
ciiarters.  The  rel'iiv.ting  liic  right  of 
voting  to  Proprivturs  of  icool.  ftock>  wa5? 
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a  violation  of  charter,  and  a  di.^francldfe- 
mtiit  ol  tlie  Proprietors  oi  500! •  who  de¬ 
rived  under  a  cnarter.  'i  he  uum:  :ain'.^' 
the  Company’s  fervaiits  in  Pauiarrent 
Avao  a  vl('Iation  ot  charter.  i  iie  hut 
hr»o  i^I.t  intf»  Parliament  U  ider  tiie  iait 
Adiihn.hvaLion,  which  would  inahe  the 
Clovei  iior-Genera'l  ind'pende.'t  of  the 
Co'iipany,  was  a  vu:!ji.ion  of  cnader. 
lint  ncceiaty  had  made  the  legdlatiu e 
have  recoil  III*  to  t’t^h  I'^ealhrc-.  i\e- 
ocuit^  had  been  callf^di  liie  tyrant’s  pica  ; 
b.it  it  aiio  tlie  plea  or  ihe  ir.iuiccr.t 
ra<n'..  xChat  m  -.dc  £''p'hihmcu  ’orlni-;  .1- 
boio  tl:e  r<  voliitioi'  NtcchUy.  lie 
vvcatd  not  cl^rVii..!  that  plovour.  event 
11;;  n  ^>iih'iples  r'*'  law;  ihey  were  t.,o 
nan*  )vv  ;  and  ’^o  other  p’ea  than  that 
of  ucceihty  vvas  xvarthy  of  the  levoiu- 
ticn. 

'Pile  Company  was  fi  corme^'eil  vitii 
the  .date,  tLit  one  C'^i.hl  livit  he  mj  ned 
wi:  .i.vjt  the  other  :  Thf^tldre,  ar,  the  ruin 
of  me  Company  was  advano"'i>y»  r.ecefhty 
oaileti  upon  the  nat'on  to  Iwi'.k  le)  its  own 
fa'ety,  by  pn.-i-iinii*  ay.iinft  the  ruin  that 
tiiicalened  ti;c  Company  B’lt  the  in^ 
flucnce  (  f  Cro'vn  >voi!ld  be  inc'a'afed. 
If  i.  wriiici^  the  .  eipoiihbihiy  of  ?vljni<tei.-: 
Vv’onhi  increafe  witii  it.  Pc  ic.iily,  }u,vv- 
ever,  thti  iu>t  export  t!aU  this  aipumciU 
would  be  hroiii^4it  npaunt  him  ;  for  the 
bi'l  of  re.iulalion  that  lie  had  brought  in, 
and  to  the  pi  hiciplc  of  vviiicii  no  obh  c- 
tion  had  bccii  Ifatcd,  was  full  of  claiaes 
guarding  againlt  imnience.  But  if  that 
influence  dioidd  flill  prevail,  it  was  much 
bctlcr  that  it  flionld  l?e  lodged  with 
feven  men,  who,  foiining  a  ;'art  of  the 
executive  gv've.iuncnt  of  the  country, 
would  bn  1  crpc-nlibie  to  I'aiiiamcn!:  for  ail 
their  ah^i  ins.  Tiiebill  brongiit  in  by  tire 
learned  gentleiiian  Lift  year  'voidti  I'cve 
vefted  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal 
vviili  abfoiute  power;  for  Ins  part  he 
xvonhi  always  prefer  the  lodging  of  great 
powM'  nearer  home  ;  here  the  men  veiled 
it  a;e  watched  with  a  jealous  eye, 
wiiiie  a  p'c'i  Ton,  with  the  fame  power  may 
txe.cil'e  it  wantonly  and  ruinonfly  at  the 
diltance  of  more  tliau  half  the  globe,  for 
a  long  time  betore  tiie  evil  would  be 
known,  and  a  lliii  longer  befoire  it  cculd 
be'  remedied. 

iUit  why  not  give  to  the  Dirertors  the 
p(ovei  deflined  for  the  Commiinoners  ? 
They  Iiv?d  given  good  orders,  but  their 
fervants  hatl  difobeyed  them  ;  this  was  a 
flrong  icafcn  with  him  for  removing 
thru? ;  for  no  government  was  Icfs  fit  for 


the  managenicnt  of  public  affairs,  as  that 
wi’ich  was  fo  weak  as  not  U  be  able  to 
enforce  obedience  among  their  fervants. 

.  he  fpiiit  of  difobedlence  and  atietled 
lndep-*iidtnec  c  f  u-c  iJi’et’ovshad  already 
fufticnently  nianubf  tt  itfelf.  Who  could 
vtuUive  lo  lily  ihat  Lord  Macartney,  a 
nobleman  fm  whom,  from  the  very 
eariieJt  peilvwl  <.>f  iife,  be  had  entertained 
the  ftii<  relt  friendll.ip,  and  who  had  been 
found  the  faithfui  and  obedient  fervant 
of  ti-e  Coi  '.pany,  who  would  venture  to 
fay  teat  Lmd  Macartney  was  not 
f*i;p.e*nded  r  \V  he  would  fay  he  was  not  at 
thiS  moment  a  prifoner,  or  that  he  might 
not  meet  the  fait  of  Lord  Pigot. 

']  here  was  a  ladical  detedl  in  the  go- 
vernuwnt  of  Inui.;,  which  mull  he  cured; 
he  liaa  the  bell  autlunity  to  fay  fo,  at 
leaft  wi.at  font  would  call  the  beft  an- 
inorily;  i»'*  meant  that  of  Mr  Hallings, 
V.  hr;,  mi.timetv:^  on  th.it  fubjtCl  were 
very  well  exprelTed  in  or.e  ot  his  letters, 
which  \'as  wnticn  in  i;;^,  and  wliich 
I  hir  Fox  irad.  But  luma  was  noxx  reilor- 
ed  to  ctaec  and  tranquility  ;  and  the 
foiripany  would  foon  be  enabled  to  re- 
I  tricve  till  ir  arhiirs,  pay  ctf  all  their  debts, 

I  and  rife  once  more  fuperior  to  their 
I  iclies.  i»e  \Vi)ul(l  alk,  was  peace  cer- 
j  tainiy  rehored  in  India  ?  /vFho  would 
I  vouch  for  ir  ?  Lalt  Thurfd.iy’s  Gaz.ctre 
j  was  a  melancholy  proof  at  once  of  the 
I  itatc  of  warfaie  in  w  hich  we  were  engag- 
j  ed  there,  and  of  tlie  da.'gervuis  difpohlion 
I  of  our  own  oflicers.  Liiirder,  the  inla- 
tiahlc  tliinl  of  r.ches,  made  them  quarrel 
and  bring  tlieir  own  afiairs  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Vvhu)  xvould  fay  that  peace  xvas 
I  reilorcd  r  General  Cootchs  note  to  tlie 
j  Prefu’ent  of  Madras  w*as  alarming  ;  he 
!  Hated  that  the  lotles  of  the  Company  in 
j  the  Carnatic  mull  be  retrieved  in  the  conn- 
I  try  of  Tippo  Saib.  Did  gentlenu  n  fee 
j  the  confequence  that  migiit  enfuefrom  an 
;  union  between  the  KngiHh  and  the  Mah- 
I  rattas  againil  llyder  All’s  fon:  As  l(.’ng 
as  Hyder  carried  on  the  war  in  the  Car- 
natic;  after  the  notification  of  the  peace 
betw  een  Engiiiid  and  France,  fo  long  the 
latter  wanilJ  not  aliill  him  ;  but  if  after 
xvitlulrawing  his  troops  from  the  territo¬ 
ries  of*the  Company  into  his  own,  and 
i  that  hx«  ihouhl  be  parfued  by  the  Englifli 
I  and  attacked  th^re,  w'ho  w^ould  veiuure 

•  to  fay  that  the  Erecch  w'ould  not  there 
I  alfift  him :  A  war  between  the  forces  of 
;  tliefe  twf)  nations  might  break  out  a-rieu'’ 

•  in  evcty  ([uaner  of  the  globe.  Tfic  note 
j  of  General  Cqote,  whofe  lofs  he  lament' 
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eJ  as  much  as  any  man,  ma  le  fuch  an 
evCMit  not  lb  very  im-jEGbaole  ihat  it 
Oionld  not  create  a'l  alarm;  and  it  was 
unqnellionably  vvltM  tiiis  very  point  in 
view,  that  lie  lb  earneltiy  pret’errea  lae 
fecond  readiaig  of  the  b.ll  this  day,  hnv;\v- 
ing  Hiat  it  coukl  liot  he  dewned 
without  the  mod  imni'nt’u  danger  to 
the  State,  as  well  as  to  ihe  '.company. 

Such  v/ere  his  u-aibus  for  pr  .pigling, 
fupo^-»rting,  and  a  i.-.ing  to  eai  I'v  cn-i'n  '!i 
this  bill  wit-'!  little  ileiiy  a  polTibie. 
He  was  well  aware  tiu:  n.  rbk  1  miieii ; 
people  un'iiform.  n  ratlier  iai  i:fl;iv)iJ- 
ly  mill n formed,  .night  iii  of  lilm, 

and  he  m:gh1  hne  tn  iny  fiieiuls;  b:’t 
ftiil  iarisfied  tiiat'it  nas  l\ii  duty  to  I’up- 
port  fonic  bicti  mealbre  as  this,  he 
would  proceed,  ivgardlefs  of  the  confe- 
quenee  :  if  iie  lliouLl  fad,  he  jl  ould  have 
the  coniblatiori  to  lav,  that  it  was  r'or 
having,  at  ihe  hazard  of  popui.irity  and 
fituation,  endeavour.^d  to  carry  throng!) 
a  fylleiii  by  which  there  was  a  chance  of 
farin"  India,  If  ibrn^  gentlemen  railed  a 
clamour  for  the  piirpofe  of  breaking 
down  the  Miiiiftry,  he  believed  they 
would  find  themfclves  difapooinled.  \t 
all  events  he  did  not  conhder  himfelfin 
this  buiiiiefs  ;  let  his  fate  be  what  it 
might,  he  would  firmly  adhere  to  what 
he  was  fatisHed  would  be  for  his  coun¬ 
try’s  good.  After  a  foeeeh  ottwo  I)^)ur3 
and  a  half,  Mr  Fox  conel'ul'd,  by  rnov 
ing  th  It  tiie  bill  be  committed. 

Mi  vV.  Pitt  went  into  tlie  tlrybuHnef' 
of  figures  and  calcaf  itions.  in  reply  tv) 
Mr  Fox  ;  bat  he  was  parocuiarly  inif- 
taken  in  tliofe  points  lor  bims,  whlcli  jMr 
Fox  was  vViiiuig  to  admit  iii  tfie  Comp  i- 
ny’s  aeeounts,  but  upon  vvlnci:  he  ne-vr- 
thelel  •  tuoiignl  it.  vVv)iJivi  Ov*  oropei  lO 
make  fom';  rema.'ks.  M’*  Pi’i  thvnieiit 
til  It  ttiefe  fum;.  had  been  t ot  ii'V  an  ^  ah* 
Iblutely  (ibje ’ied  lo  by  Mr  Po:,  but  on 
an  expiaiiatioii  he  w  is  let  ri;r’:r.  He 
then  laid,  that  a.  the  debate  I..;d  begun 
late,  and  tiiat  ihi'  Himie  was  rlun  ex- 
hauiled,  ae  wllhed  to  paule  and  gain 
time  even  till  to-morrow,  to  conlider  of 
the  weighty  bulinids  of  this  bill,  and  to 
compa  c  the  accounts  ;  h)r  tins  pui  pole 
he  moved,  tiiai  the  deb.ite  be  adjourueu 
till  lO-morrow. 

r.ord  North  defended  the  Inll  fmai  the 
har*h  epithets  beilovvevl  Oii  u  ny  i.‘Ai  P.t  j, 
and  particularly  que  lioned  iae  latier  s 
dvcl  iradon,  tiiat  the  !>i)i  c  )nriii:  ite<-i  the 
property  of  the  End  India  Cu’mpany. 
s  Ljrvllh’P  fmd  that  this  imput  itiou 


j  was  whi.dly  unt^^criteJ,  tluit  il'e  l/i.  luid 
;uch  viev;,  that  i:  v.ms  iie'kher  i-.U’  a;- 
:  I  til  leflen  :he  dividend  of  lire  .I’icpi  e- 
tors,  t.iKe  fujii.  Liiem  iheii  txc’’ju\e  trade 
le  liul:-!;  i.lep’*  ve  tiiem  oi  any  vmc  oi  their 
comir.ei'cial  pr.vileees  oi  a  'v  images,  i;r 
in  trHt  any  »,rher  way  adVri  lf:e  Chnn- 
paay,  i!)an  by  barely  Lihi.ig  out  of  tiieir 
hanus  Ihe  govein  neut  an-t  dvnninhm  of 
tlieir  iernt..ri:ii  po.delii  ’  s,  n!id  tiie  ma¬ 
nagement  of  theii  tei'.i' Glial  levenrer,  to 
wineii  it  wab  on  all  haints  c.Mii'Hfed,  a 
j  c^'inpany  of  merchants  incoipi»rate  v>u 
eon,me’';':al  ]).inc:piet,  and  lo  whom  a 
cl  ai;.er  liad  been  oiiglnally  granlid  i  pon 
TM  othe**  itie-^,  was  nttfly  iriadecpiate. 

I  HivS  Loi e.ihop  moil;  ably  repin'd  to  ail  Mr 
P'tths  remarks  -en  Ins  lion,  eolie.igiieks 
obfei  vaLions  «:.J.  olm  etlv.ns  t'^  li'c  va¬ 
rious  ir doles  in  tlie  Court  of  DircClurs 
ftiue  of  fhe  Coinp  .ny’o  r^ffuirs,  and  ap¬ 
pealed  upon  vajli  i.'nl'tidnal  aitie’o  to  i!.e 
C.indom  of  the  Honh.,  wnethei  tliere  was 

the  Imailcll;  oecahon  for  the  dei.iv  of  a 

0 

moment,  on  .icOount  of  the  Uight  l!ou. 
♦  Gentleman’s  doubts  refpeeiing  it. 
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!  He  dv'-elt  on  tl\r.  ihaurkidng  iituativ...  of 

I  this  Nabob  at  tiio  time  when  a  Member 
of  t;ie  I'n.ufe  n-id  laceived  fiom  him  a 
vervvaiuii^Iw  •'aefent — anJ  dnl  not  dv'iibt 
j  in  *ihe  br.ah.f:  d.egree  that  .hi  i  ciremu- 
(tan  ji's  idil  jm-' ri.dttid.  (hs  poining  into 
*  the*  tii^*'  '•  i  tfie  C*.  inj'any  the  lacks  o’  iii- 
!  pees  v.-iiich  im  (  vad  ihem,  ami  v  liich 
j  they  of  ria!  t  c'v/idd  cla  m.  ‘  ho  Com- 
!  modore  cnteretl  iulo  a  llioj*  dlfe,dr.»m  ot 
the  tni  nuple  of  th^  bill,  and  eini<*.i\i'i!* cd 
t  )  llien  IvVh  it'i  inexpediency  and  its  dan- 
gevons  tendency,  An  ^lia  liad  (.btaineil 
that  contiaii.'ty  of  leiitirm  nt  .m.d divinons 
had  txihed  between  tlie  Court  oflVo- 
j)!;ttois  and  the  Couil  of  Diivftms,  fid)-^ 
vjinve  of  the  ir.ter-  lfo  and  go-timm  at  of 
The  Comua.-iV.  In  le-ne  i:  liancGmids  had 
pi. vail. d,  bn’  1  )  thele  the  c-nuluC  ot  the 
i'loprietoro  h  .d  procured  tl’e  public  ap- 

pi  obi*  ion.  . 

Thi'  vru  more  cmiiKntly  thecife  m 

tli;;  aluii  of  JLat.;  Cliw  .uul  L-'id 
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There  was  therefore  no  evil  to  be  dread¬ 
ed  from  any  ditlei  enoe  of  fentiment  or 
reiolution  cxiRing  between  their  refpec- 
live  Courts.  On  the  contrary,  if  expe¬ 
rience  coiiM  back  us,  good  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  their  contrariety  of  opi¬ 
nion.  The  prefect  bill,  in  its  tenden¬ 
cies,  went  to  itmove  the  management  of 
affairs  from  thofe  bodies  of  men  in  whom 
it  had  been  legally  inveded.  *1  his  was 
a  dangerous  eiicumflance.  He  was  de¬ 
termined  to  employ  ail  his  inhuence  a- 
gaiidt  it.  He  had  at  prtfent  part  of  his 
property  iiucfted  in  the  Company.  This 
he  would  witiidraw,  were  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  India  atiairs  moved  into  mini- 
fterir.l  hands  ;  and  he  did  not  know  but 
a  petition  from  the  Court  of  Proprietors 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  requeuing  a  fimilar 
diveftment  of  property,  might  be  brought 
lip,  were  the  piefent  bill  to  pals  into  an 
adt.  If,  therefore,  G over n mien t  were  to 
commence  on  a  new'  bottom,  to  relume 
the  fcheme  of  Afiatic  commerce  w'ith  a 
new'  let  of  proprietors,  they  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  adopting  this  meafure, 
by  giving  their  countenance  to  the  pre- 
fent  defign.  I 

The  Marquis  of  Graham  reprobated 
the  bill  in  its  principle,  and  threw'  out  a 
pointed  inventive  againft  the  honourable 
Secretary  who  had  introduced  it  into  the 
lioufe.  It  is,  faid  lie,  a  bill  fraught  w'ith 
the  mod  awful  circiimftances  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  this  Houle.  We  have  long  com¬ 
plained  of  the  w  eight  and  opprdfion  of 
prerogative,  but  the  propofal  under  pre¬ 
sent  agitation  certainly  tends  to  add  to 
the  load  of  that  tyranny  which  we  al¬ 
ready  feel  too  much.  It  opens  a  fcheme 
of  ambition  and  influence  to  Miniders 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  has  a  tendency  to  fubjci^t  Us 
to  their  government  and  controul.  It 
has  been  introduced  bv  a  Rieht  Hon. 

4  ^ 

J>ecretary,  w'hofe  private  viitues  1  rcfpecf, 
■whom  1  eftecin  as  a  friend,  but  wlio  pof- 
ftlfesadclufion  of  argumjcnt  which  fome- 
times  intoxicates  myleif,  and  which,  un¬ 
der  tlic  circumdance  of  his  great  ability, 
iTiUft  be  extremely  dangercus  in  this 
Houfe,  How  dirferent  are  the  propolals 
ana  fuggeftions  on  the  piefent  occafion 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary,  from  tliofe 
of  his  in  a  former  lituatioii  at  anotlier 
period  !  I  obferve  him  fmilc,  but  J  knew 
that  the  meafures  w'hich  on  that  fide  of 
the  Houle  he  fmiles  on  and  fupports,  on 
the  other  he  w’ould  have  raged  at  and 
Reprobated. 


I  own  myfelf  therefore  averfe  from  pla*  I 
ciiig  any  confidence  in  a  man  fo  inco¬ 
herent  in  his  fentiments,  lo  verfatile  in 
Ills  principles.  When  1  enter  this  Houfe 
I  amamufed,  pleaftd,  and  alnioft  latisfied 
and  pel  fuaded  by  his  fophidries  ;  but 
out  when  1  recal  my  reafoii,  and  recover 
iiom  this  ddiilion  of  argument,  1  find 
it  mod  prudent  to  revert  to  thofe  cool 
and  temperate  ideas  which  I  had  origi¬ 
nally  formed  on  the  fiibjedt,  from-  its 
more  deliberate  afpeds.  For  thele  rea- 
fons  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  man 
who  has  piopofed  the  bill,  nor  in  thofe 
who  have  fupported  it.  1  condemn  it  in 
its  principle,  and  view  it  as  inimical  to 
the  inter elts  of  Parliament,  to  the  fafety 
of  the  India  Company,  and  to  the  good 
of  the  Public.  Its  baneful  influence 
has  already  obtained  W’ithin  thefe  walls. 

General  Smith,  with  Ibme  heat,  re¬ 
marked,  that  an  obfervation  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  Gentleman  who 
had  Ipuken  lart  but  one  (Commo¬ 
dore  Johriftone),  refpedting  him.  He 
cliailengcd  the  Gentleman  on  the  ground 

- called  on  him  to  come  forw'ard- — ■ 

infinuation  vvas  cow'ardice - he  w'ould 

date  to  him  the  affair  refpedting  the  pre- 
fent  he  had  accepted  and  received  from 
the  Nabob  of  Oude.  That  piefent  w'as 
originally  offered  him.  On  this  fymp- 
tom  of  benevolence  and  frieiidlhip,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  immediately  accept  of 
it,  but  wrote  to  the  Court  of  Directors, 
intimating  to  them  the  intention  of  the 
Nabob  in  his  favour.  The  Court  of 
Directors  authoriled  his  acceptance  of 
the  profiered  bc*on,  and,  in  compliance 
with  their  inclinations,  he  received  it. 
He  irufied  his  coiidiidt  in  this  indance 
was  honed  and  honourable,  and  exempt 
fiom  all  the  dark  infinualions  of  calum¬ 
nious  remark. 

The  General  then  went  into  a  minute 
detail  of  the  finances  of  the  Nabob  of 
Cude,  and  obierved,  that  they  were 
wholly  incompetent  to  anfwer  any  de¬ 
mands  of  the  Company,  if  made  on  him; 
though  at  the  fame  time  he  ieje<^Rd  the 
idea  that  they  were  under  any  obligati¬ 
on  to  pay  him  tribute.  He  then  direded 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  pre- 
feiit  fitiiation  of  the  Company’s  afiairs 
abroad.  The  letters,  faid  he,  wliich  I 
have  received  lately  from  India  intimate 
an  alarnriing  fitiiation  of  affairs  in  that 
quarter.  The  Company’s  bonds  at 
Bombay  were,  at  the  date  of  that  letter, 
only  uegodablc  at  55  per  ceat*  dilcount, 


1 
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tnd  at  Madrafii  at  23.  This  was  a  ,  in  an  elegant  and  pathetic  manner  on  the 
formidable  alpcct  otattairs,  and  I'cemed  j  impropriety  of  the  bill  before  the  Uoule, 
to  rec][Uire  an  immediate  attention  and  i  and  laid,  that  it  was  a  dewnrieht  in- 
redrels  from  Government.  j  frini^ement  on  the  liberties  of  the  fuMe.^. 

bir  Richard  Hill  oblerved,  that  every  He  alledgttl,  that  the  prcMeCtors  of  tlie 
objed  imprelied  the  mind  according  to  j  bill  would  not  Itop  here,*  but  proceed 
the  difterent  medium  through  which  it  farther,  and  of  courle  attack  and  tram- 
was  received.  Ihe  luiiioinabic  Secietaiyj  pie  under  loot  thelaered  rights  and  char " 
wko  had  propoied  and  introduced  the  ters  of  other  commercial  companies,  and 
bill,  had  various  mediums  through  which  certainly  with  the  lame  proprietv*  and 
he  contemplated  obje^^ts.  Thefe  varied  jullicc.  lie  allowed,  that  a  mehoratioii 
t  according  to  the  fide  of  the  lloufe  from  of  the  Government  was  necelhai  y,  but 
which  he  viewd  them.  He  had  a  mug-  he  detefted  fuch  defperate  remedies;  and 
uifying  glafs  and  a  multiplying  glals,  as  he  apprehended  how  the  debate  vvould 
which  he  app'iednarioully,  according  to  end,  he  would  withdraw  himlelf,  rather 

his  different  localities  or  fttuations. -  than  vote  on  the  occafion  ;  for  he  would 

When  he  viewed  objeds  from  the  oppo-  not  vote  apinff  liis  conlcience  w^ere  they 
file  tide  of  the  Houle  to  the  Tiealiiry  to  make  him  King  of  Delhi,  whofe  an- 
Bench,  they  were  tUirk  and  difmal —  luial  revenues  amounted  to  many  mil- 
cvery  thing  portended  danger  to  the  lions. 

Rate,  bulked  in  the  profpeet,  and  was  The  qiieftlon  being  vehemently  called 
fraught  with  the  molt  alarming  confc-  for,  and  the  hour  being  more  tlian  half 
quences  to  the  popular  adminiltration  pall  three,  the  Houfe  divided  on  Mr  Pittas 
of  the  country.  When,  how’cvcr,  he  motion  tor  the  adjournment ;  when 
looked  atthemfiom  the  oiher  lidc  (the  there  appeared,  for  it  i  iw,  againil  it  229. 
Treafury  Bench),  matteis  were  changed.  \  The  bill  was  then  committed. 

When  he  contemplated  them  from  the  j  Mofiduy,  lJ!'crv:trr  4. 

caff,  and  horizontally  from  the  “Noi  th,’’  I'HE  report  of  the  India  bill  was  read, 
this  “  North-eaff”  afpedt  had  a  winder-  and  a  motion  being  made  for  going  into  a 
ful  effed  !  It  magnified  himfclf  into  an  Committee,  the  lame  was  oj)pofed  by 
illuftrious  charader,  and  the  Cou’  t  of  Mr  Pow  is,  as  an  invafion  of  the  chai  - 


feven  Diredois  and  the  eight  Affiffants  tered  rights  of  this  country;  and  1h- 
into  great  and  mighty  perfonages.  U  caul'e  no  Englilhman  could  tliink  himfclf 
converted  Lilliputians  into  Patagonians,  fafe  if  a  bill  fliould  pafs  into  a  law  th::t 


converted  Lilliputians  into  Patagonians. 
After  indulging  a  very  facetious  vein  of 
humour  of  this  kind,  the  honourable 
Baronet  entered  into  a  ferious  inveiligry 
lion  of  the  principles  of  tlic  bill,  in 
which  he  recapitulated  many  of  the 
points  illullratcd  in  the  courle  of  the 
debate,  and  concluded  wnth  giving  his 
hearty  alFcnt  to  the  motion  for  the  pro- 
poled  adjournment. 


overturned  the  great  foundations  of  Bri- 
tilh  liberty. 

Mr  Burke  defended  the  propriety  of 
the  bill,  and  of  veiling  tlic  right  of  nomi¬ 
nating  commilTioners  f(T  the  government 
of  the  Biitilh  affliirs  in  Hindoiian  in  com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  parliament.  He 
conlidered  the  magnitude,  importance, 
and  extent  of  the  Britilh  territories  in  lii- 


ment  or  encroachment  on  inc  cnanereu  pany  01  uaiieuai! is  .vj  n. 
privileges  of  the  Company,  and  iuppor-  'i'hc  Itight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  (late 
ted  Mr  Pitt  in  his  motion.  Lord  Advocate  loi  Scotland)  inlilled, 

/  ord  Mritland  Ipoke  ably  in  favour  tirat  all  the  numaiie*.  'Uile,  and  political 
of  Adminilliation,ancPaiddhathe  would  pnrpofcs  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe 

never  defert  them  fo  long  as  they  con-  might  have  been  lerved,  without  dislran- 

tinued  to  as  they  had 'hitherto  done,  chilmg  the  Company  ot  their  legal  rights 

Vlr  Hufl'ey  faid,  that  a  reform  was  nc-  and  privileges,  it  might  have  been, he  laid, 

celVaiy,  as  the  Ball  India  Company  were  and  it  was  yet  pofiilde  to  extend  liberty 

certainly  in  a  bad  lituation  ;  but,  upon  to  the  Zemindars  ((ir  tenaiits  ot  India), 


celfaiy,  as  the  Ball  India  Company  weu 
certainly  in  a  bad  lituation  ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  he  did  mil  like  the  complcAi- 
on  of  the  bill  at  prefent  hctoi  e  the  Houie; 
find  laid  fomething  relative  to  accounts, 
which  called  up 

Mr  Secretary  Fox,  who  explained. 

Mr  Dcmpllcr  delivc)-eJ  his  fcniiiacuts 


to  the  Zemindars  (or  tenants  of  India), 
without  fcl/ing  all  the  books,  goods,  and 
piopAiiy  of  the*  Ball  India  Company, 
d  lie  territorial  pro’  ierty,  and  tiie  revenue 
of  Bengal,  with  the  fulxirdiuate  provir. 
CCS,  nhght  have  been  veiled  in  the  cum 
niinioncrs,  that  is,  in  the  Britilh  Govern- 


n 
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inent,  while  the  commerce  of 
iliould  reniain'rd  with  the  Company. 
The  poflc:ii(?ns  of  th*.  Zemindai*'.  ml^h:  [ 
have  been  rendered  .'icicditarVi  with(»ut  | 
luch  a  viole»^t  rtv  .lution.  The  plea  oi  I 
neceflity  had  no  piace  oa  the  prefent  oc-  j 
cahon.  Much  Id's  had  the  plea  of  preri  | 
pitation.  The  lu'bie  Lord  who  *  | 
privy,  ard  v'\ut  concurred  in  all  the  gia  \\  j 
ineafureb  of  Government,  particuiai  ly  in  I 
the  prefent  meafure,  had  for  feveral  year:;  | 
part  been  ecdeavourinpr  to  amtnd  the  |j 
conftitutioii  of  the  Eafl  India  govern- 
ment.  He  had  been  making  regulations  I 
for  them,  and  fuggelting  palliatives ;  and  \ 
even  two  years  before  the  expiration  ot  j 
the  C'‘mpany’s  charter,  a  new  charter,  | 
or,  which  was  pretty  nearly  the  fame  | 
thing,  a  renewal  of  the  old  charter  was  j 
granted.  What  caufe  then  for  precipa-  j 
tion  or  necellity  ?  'fhe  deliberation,  the  f 
(lowmefs,  all  the  condu^rt  of  Minirters  = 
ftievred  that  there  was  no  great  haile  I 
in  bringing  India  affairs  to  a  crifis.  Pjrty  ■ 
•vuTvsy  therefore,  and  not  the  urgency  of  j 
any  private  caufe,  was  the  foundation  f)f  j 
the  prefent  harte  of  minirtry,  in  the  caufe  1 
in  qiieftion.  J 

Mr  Mansfield,  Mr  Fox,  Lord  John 
Cavendilh  fpoke  for  the  bill ;  Mr  Thomas  I 
Pitt,  Mr  William  Pitt,  and  Mr  Arden  j 
again  ft  it.  j 

At  lart  the  Houfe  came  to  a  divilion,  j 
when  there  appeared, 

For  the  bill’s  being  committed,  217  j 
Againft  it,  -  -  103  ,1 

Wedr.cfdayy  December  3.  | 

The  Loufe  refolved  into  a  Committee  i 
of  the  whole  Iloiife,  on  the  “  bill  for  I 
verting  the  affairs  of  the  India  Company  | 
in  the  hands  of  Commiflioners.”  Mr  j 
Ord  took  the  chair,  and  the  Committee  \ 
proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  I 

The  lirft  claufe  the  go  vern-  | 

ment  and  management  of  the  territorial  I 


I  ted  each.  Ke  faid,  the  whole  feven  were 
i  vi.uries  whicn,  he  tnuled,  would  furti- 
eiently  recommvmd  "ijemfelvcs,  and  not 
.‘n!;.  refine  tl*c  calumnies  throwm  out 
a;ainr*.  h;in  in  that  iloufe,  but  piove 
iliathe  looked  to  an  appo'.rifment  of  men 
r.f  ur(|uertionablc  cliaiaeitr  and  integrity, 
uiperioi  to  inlhience  of  any  kind.  Al! 
the  feven,  but  two,  had  fervci!  either  on 
ihe  Secret  or  Selett^  Committees  appoint¬ 
ed  to  inipe(!t  the  affairs  <>f  the  Fail  India 
Ci>mpany,  and  were  therefore  perfedly 
C'^mpetent  to  the  bulinefs. 

An  alteration  w-as  alfo  made  in  the 
third  claufc  empowering  the  Diredors  to 
poffefs  themfelves  of  the  land,  houfes, 
books,  papers,  See.  of  the  Company, 
which  claufe  w^as  modified,  fo  as  to  be 
lefs  offenfive. 

When  the  Committee  came  to  the 
fourth  clanfe,  for  appointing  the  eight 
Allirtant  Diredors,  Mr  Fox  mentioned 
his  intention  of  having  only  eight  a'lill- 
ants,  but  he  had  been  aOvifetl  by  thofe 
Ci>nv(:rf.int  with  the  Cvunpany’s  affairs, 
to  pVv)pofe  nirie,  for  the  rtihe  of  dividing 
>heni  into  thrccs,  for  the  better  difpatch 
of  bulincfs. 

The  names  propofed  were,  Thomas 
Cheap,  Efq;  George  Cumiviings,  Ertj; 
John  Harrifon,  Efq;  Riehaivl  Hall,  L’l'q; 
Stephen  Luffiirgtcii,  Efq;  John  Michic, 
Efq;  John  Sn'ith,  Efq;  George  Tatcm, 
Efq;  and  Jacob  Wilkinfon,  Lfq; 

Mr  Fox  faid,  with  regard  to  the  pay  of 
the  Seven  Diredors  and  Nine  Afiillants, 
his  own  opinion  was  for  giving  them  all 
fixed  and  known  falaries.  He  meant, 
therefore,  to  propofe,  that-  each  of  the 
nine  Afiiftant  Diredors  fhould  have  5C0I. 
per  annum.  If  the  Commiflioners  were 
paid  at  all,  the  public,  and  not  the  Com¬ 
pany  ought  to  pay  them. 

Lord  Fitz.william  was  appointed  chair¬ 
man  of  the  feven  Directors,  and  Mr 


poffdlioijs.  See.  of  the  Company,  w'as  ?  Montagu  deputy-chairman, 
amended  and  carried.  |  The  ad  to  be  in  force  for  four  years. 

The  blank  in  the  fecond,  ftating  who  j  from  the  time  of  the  bill’s  receiving  the 
are  to  be  the  (even  Commiflioners,  w'as  I  royal  aflent. 

filled  with  the  names  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  I  Having  gone  through  the  bill,  the 
the  Hon.  Frederick  Montagu,  Lord  {  Chairman  wms  ordered  to  report  the 
Lewifliam,  Hon.  George  Augurtus  North,  amendments  to  the  Houfe,  which  being 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart.  Sir  Henry  Flet-  refiimed,  Mr  Fox  moved  that  the  report 
cher,  Bart,  and  Robert  Gregory,  Efq;  be  immediately  received. — The  report 
and  any  three  of  them  velted  with  the  j  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be 
pow’crs  and  authorities  heretofore  held  |  printed. 

by  the  Diredors  and  Proprietors.  s  Monday^  December  8. 

Mr  Fox  named  the  CommiflTioners*  ;  j  THF  Fall  India  bill,  after  a  very  loiig 
and  in  propoling  them  Itated  to  the  j  debate,  w'as  read  a  third  time,  and  pafl'ed, 
Houfe  the  grounds  011  which  he  iiomina-  j  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords. 
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I  thcrtin  named  to  lelfe  and  take  polVef- 

r-nur  1  ni  r  u  T  •  •  r  Mion  of  all  the  kind?',  tenomeni'i,  l.oihvS, 

r  HF.  bill  for  ba.ericgulaiingiheEaft-  wai  thoufts,  books,  cliarttr?,  Ibips,  .uv- 
J  India  Company  s  ..rtain,  .vas  bronrbt  chr..,.;  !es,  .monov,  c^c.  bdondii]  -be 
up  by  Mr  l  ox,  and  being  lead,  iac  Ooke  j  petitioners  ;  and  tl.is  v  itl.out  ha-e.ng 


of  Portland  inovru  that  it  be  r^ac.  a 
fecond  tiue  on  Monday  next. 


?ne  I'tli^^ioncrs  with  any  p.iiticulai  of 
inioivtiicy.- -Moreover,*  that  the  fa *0  tail 


iiig  read  a  fectma  vime,  trptciahy  as  it 
was  a  bill  of  fuch  impoitance. 

Lord  Carliilc  quoted  ilve'rai  prece¬ 
dents  in  defence  oi  tiie  proceeding,  but 
thofe  not  fa' isfying  lAnd  F  uirlovv, 

Tne  Duke  of  Portlaisa  allured  liim, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  keep  their  Lord- 


t orient  or  Ccntrtail.  1  tu  pcLitioners 
therets'.rc  pray  tl'.at  ilic^  may  he  heard 
by  thcmfclvcs,  oi  coiir.fel  againfl  the 
laid  luli.  ard  ll.at  their  Louiihips  will 
protect  Uicm  in  their  rights,  See. 

.t\  fluty,  Occtnucr  2“, 

Till  KARL  OF  Alii NOI'-ON  obfer- 
ved,  that  tiit  iluiife  was  called  upon  by 


flops  in  ignorance  with  rtlpcift  to  the  the  voice  (d  tlie  nation,  aiul  ieeliiigs  of 
contents  of  tiie  bill,  for  lie  had  defigned,  their  own  honour,  to  cxereife  thar  ^di.-c- 
as  Ibon  as  the  day  was  fixed  ^'or  tne  ticn  with  w hich  the  conRiiution  ha<:  cn- 
fecond  reading,  to  move  fur  its  being  trujted  them— that  rd'  hv'>ldii*g  the  ba- 
printed.  lance  between  the  King  and  the  people. 

Lord  Temple  faid  he  Tnoiild  feize  this  For  that  reafon  he  would  lay  a  ira  lion 
firli  nppiiitunity  of  entering  his  folemn  before  the  I  *oufe  previous  to  going  into 
proteft  againft  Fa  inrarnous  a  bill ;  he  the  India  bill. 

conceived  it  perfev'*iy  parliaineniary  in  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  rofe,  and  inter- 
giving  it  every  epithet  it  ir.erlled,  ore-  rupteddiini.  His  Lordlbiplobkrvcd,thar  as 
vioiis  to  its  pafin  g  that  Ilonfe.  lor  it  was  Counfei  was  ordered  to  a. rend  at  the 
a  Rretoh  of  power  t*  at  was  truly  alarm-  j  bar,  it  woubi  L.  inegular  to  p.occed  lin¬ 
ing  ;  it  iniiiiigcd  up(-:i  the  moll  inelbni-  ti!  they  wen  heard, 
able  part  of  oik  co'iftitati  '.  !  oui  enar-  Tht  Honfe  called  upon  the  Earl  of 
tered  rights;  but  ijotw'thrbinding  i  l;ad  Ahiugdoi' lo  yo  on. 
been  citrieJ  uitn  fo  higii  a  lia.hl  in  anu-  Hit.  Lordd^p  pi occedtd.  The  bill,  he 
tlier  place,  ne  truded  tiicV  Ltn  .bMps  |  faiit,  cr.ir.c  before  thf-i;  la.rdihips  in  a 

would  not  give  it  their  tan'  ion  without  j  threefold  mani.er.  rirfi,  in  an  addiefs 

being  tUorouglily  convinced  that  t.hc  plea  1  autl  apfteal  to  T cm  in  their  kglfl<»t'vc  ca- 
which  had  oeeii  'uled,  anil  v.  hh. ii,  indeed,  j  paeily.  Fecoinhy,  in  an  addrefs  and 
was  the  only  plea  that  could  prdlihiy  appeal  to  them  as  the  fuprtir.e  court  of 
jullify  it,  abfuhite  neceliity,  '.v.as juit.  judicature.  1  hirdly,  'bur  lituafion. 

Lord  Tliui  low  agreed  with  Lord  Tem-  as  a  mean  bctwei  n  tb.c  King  and  his 

pic,  tint  eveiy  precaution  ought  to  l)e  people.  He  would  coniine  his  aiyument 

taken,  and  every  ci»cumitance  carefully  i  to  the  third  point,  am’  upon  tliat  he 
examined  before  a  bill  of  fuch  an  alarm-  |  w oii’d  examine  the  priociplc  of  the  I/dl, 
ing  nature  received  the  fanclion  of  that  j  A  b‘il  that  had  for  its  ful*i'.iR  matter, 
Iloufe.  5  a  propolilion  fatal  to  the  jufl  prerega- 

Lord  Temple  then  piefented  a  petition  !  tivc  of  the  crown,  and  ruinous  to  th^  li- 
from  a  Committee  oitlie  Eali  India  Com-  |  berties  and  pn^pevtics  of  the  fubjeitL — 
pany  to  be  beard  by  couid'el  againfl  the  ;  rropchtions  as  bjg  with  ambition  and 
bill :  he  moved,  that  the  petit’on  be  read,  j  inircbicf  as  thofe  which  elated  the  mind 
^ud  complied  with.  The  petition  being  j  of  Cromwell,  and  brought  Charles  the 
read,  complained  that  I'le  bill  befime  j  Firfl  to  the  block  ;  nay,  they  were  ten 
their  Lordfhips  dellroyed  the  conftltu-  ;  times  more  violent,  for  they  had  recef- 
tion,  and  wholly  fubverted  the  rights  and  J  hty,  the  pica  of  tyrant^-^,  to  rupport  them, 
privileges  granted  to  the  petitioners  by  .  V'hat  was  the  plea  i^f  the  Cioinwtll  of 
chatter,  made  for  valuable conliderations,  ,  this  bill :  That  the  C''m'ea»»v  was  bank- 
and  confirmed  by  divers  ae's  of  Parlia-  .  mpt.  and  in  feppurt  <>!  tlv'  .  he  pi  oduced 
ment:  and  empowered  certain  peiions  [  a  falfe  fiatcincnt.  but,  admitting  tho 


THE  EDINBURGH 


40S 

truth,  where  was  the  necefTity  of  fubver- 
ting  the  coiiilitution  of  the  country,  by 
placiiig  the  executive  power  of  the  Go- 
vernnieiit  in  the  hands  of  a  mountebank, 
who  had  declared  he  was  not  the  Mini- 
fter  of  tlie  King,  but  of  the  people*  He 
was  tile  Miniher  of  acorrupt  majority,  not 
of  the  people,  as  when  he  mounted  his 
ilages  at  Covent-rTarden  and  VVeltminrier 
Hail.  7'he  bill  did  not,  in  his  opinion, 
increafe,  but  lePi'en  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  ;  it  was  againft  legal  prerogative 
— poilbnous  to  the  rights  and  freedom  of 
the  people. — W  ould  it  be  reafonable  to 
iuppofe,  that  thofe  who  retrenched  by 
reform  the  revenues  of  the  Crown,  would 
irveit  it  with  new  revenues?  tiie  creed 
of  the  parly  alluded  to,  was  in  print,  in 
a  book  entitled,  “  Thoughts  on  the  pro- 
lent  Difeontents;” — acreed, which,  while 
it  pulled  down  tiie  Crown  inriucnce,  let 
one  ten  times  worfe — the  iuRuence  of 
Ariltocracy,  of  an  Oligarchical  junto,  in 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  The 
parties  of  this  creed  were  to  be  found  on 
the  journals  of  the  17th  of  February 
lad — a  day  of  connedtion  of  wicked  prin¬ 
ciples,  not  of  **  idem  fentire  de  republi- 
ca** — a  connciftion  which  his  Majefty  re- 
fifted  lix  weeks  with  a  fortitude  of  mind 
that  would  add  lufhe  to  his  reign  ;  thus 

w’as  this  iheoi  y  reduced  to  practice. - 

His  Lordlhip  then  hated  his  motion, — 
I  hat  the  judges  may  be  fummoned  to 
attend  the  Ilciife,  in  order  to  give  their 
'  advice  in  point  of  law,  upon  the  bill  now 
depending  in  Parliament,  for  vefting, 
&c.’; 

His  Lord  Hi  ip  then  hated  the  follow’ing 
queftions,  as,  in  his  opinion,  proper  to 
be  put  to  tile  judges,  fiipporting  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  each,  by  argument  and  quota¬ 
tion  : 

The  firH:  query  was  this : 

Whether  by  the  cominiflion,  as  fet  up 
in  the  bill  for  velting  the  affairs  of  the 
Eah  India  Company  in  the  hands  of  cer¬ 
tain  Direcltms,  an  executive  power  be 
not  thereby  inftituted,  new  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  unknown  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  country?  And  wdiethcr  that 
executive  powder  be  not  as  well  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  Crown  and  hurtful  to  the 
jull,  legal  and  royal  prerogative  of  the 
King,  as  dangerous  to  the  rights,  li¬ 
berties,  and  propoperties  of  the  fub- 
jebf  ? 

TIic  fjcond  query  was. 

Whether  the  in^mediate  creative  adf  of 
-any  charter  of  incorporation  is  not  vefted 


in  the  King  by  virtue  of  his  royal  pre¬ 
rogative  ?  And,  if  yes.  Whether  by  the 
forfeiture  or  dilfolution  of  fuch  charter, 
its  franchifes  are  not  revertible  to  the 
Crown,  in  order  to  be  re-grantcd  by  the 
King,  if  ntcefihry  ?  And  if  fo,  Whether 
the  commilhon  of  Direcitors  appointed 
by  this  bill  be  not  an  encroachment 
upon  the  royal  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  ? 

The  third  qiieflion  was, 

W  hether,  conlillcnt  with  the  judicial 
capacity  of  this  Houfc,  in  the  disfranchi- 
ling  of  a  corporation  cf  fuch  magnitude, 
as  that  of  the  Pafi  India  Company,  the 
rcafons  of  fuch  disfranchilement  ought 
not  to  be  proved  and  fupported  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  by  the  Aiongen:  and 
moft  entire  evidence  ?  Or  whether,  con- 
liAcntly  with  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to 
the  King,  as  the  hereditary  Counfellors 
of  the  Crown,  a  bill  creative  of  a  new 
executive  power,  in  violation  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  ought  not  to  be  rejeded, 
tn  liwincy  upon  its  principle,  and  without 
entering  into  the  merits  of  it  ? 

On  this  query  his  I.ordiliip  remarked, 
When  Chat  II.  and  James  II.  feized 
upon  t!ie  ciiarters,  wdrich  they  did  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  ftate  (as  they  faid), 
although,  fays  Sir  William  Black(u>ne, 
the  proceedings  in  moil  of  them  were  fuf- 
ficiently  regnl.ir,  it  gave  great  and  julb 
otfence  ;  but  it  feeins  Charles  Janien 
Fox,  faid  his  Lord  (hip,  can  now  of  him- 
fclf  attempt  what  thofe  tyrants,  neither 
Charles  nor  James  Stuart  put  together, 
dared  to  do,  fei/e  upon  charters  by  force 
and  violence. 

The  fourth  query  w'as. 

Whether,  if  this  bill  Ihouldpafs  both 
Houles  of  Parliament,  encroaching  as  it 
does  upon  the  undoubted  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  it  be  not  a  right  inherent  in 
the  King,  as  w'ell  as  a  duty  which  he 
owes  to  the  country  in  prefervation  of 
the  conAilution,  to  put  his  negative  upon 
fuch  bill. 

Karl  Temple  fupported  the  Earl  of 
Abingdon.  His  Lordlhip  fpoke  largely 
of  the  conftitutional  knowledge  of  the  no¬ 
ble  Eatl,  and  infiAed  that  he  had  a  right, 
and  W'as  ftriCtiy  orderly  in  mentioning 
Mr  Fox’s  name,  or  the  name  of  any 
member  of  the  other  Houfe. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  Lord  A- 
bingdoiPs  motion, it  was  negatived  with-» 
out  a  divihon. 

1  he  Duke  of  Richmond  rofc,  and 
prefented  a  petition  from  the  corpora- 
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he  coiiccivcd  jt  contained  language  of  a  laid,  they  williej  to  enter  on  a  new  l:eail 
Xery  improper  kind.^  Infuad  of  being  of  evidence^  but  fome  of  their  witnt lies 
drawn  up  as  a  petition,  it  carried  the  were  gone,  and  the  whole  i)f  their  i)ro«>f 
^appearance  of  a  wilh  to  criminate,  nay,  was  not.preparcd ;  they  ti.erei'orc  intreat- 
if  actually  chaigttl  the  IJoufe  of  Com-  ed  fer  leave  to  Hop  heie,  cand  lefunie  the 
mons  with  having  pafied  an  ait  that  was  matter  the  next  day. 
lu!)vei  live  of  the  conftitiition,  A  debate  enfutd  on  the  (jneilion  of 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  furprifed  adjournment,  moved  by  the  Duke  of 
that  the  noble  Duke,  of  all  men,  Ihoiild  Ciiandos. 

object  to  a  petition  bccaafe  it  was  ftrong  The  Duke  of  Portland  hated  the  ne- 
and  nervous,  when  even  lie  hirrdclf  had  cehity  of  an  immediate  profecuticHi  of 
prefented  oue  at  the  conuncncement  of  the  bufnKfs  of  the  meeting,  lie  ibiefaw 
the  American  war,  and  had  Hrongly  re-  the  bad  eftefts  of  procr.iiiination  on  a 
commended  it  on  the  grounds  of  its  be-  point  of  fo  much  magnitude.  He  knew 
ing  bold  and  manly.  how  bufy  rumour  was,  in  ciicnlating  re- 


ing  bold  and  manly.  |  how  bufy  rumour  was,  in  ciicnlating  re- 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  and  ports  inimical  to  it.  Some  of  them  had, 
Counfel  called  to  the  bar  againll  the  bill,  within  thefe  few  days  been  propagated, 
The  Coiipl'*  ?.  although  but  one  fpokc,  w'hich  he  thoiiglit  merited  the  attention 
took  up;  with  the  evidence  and  reading  j  of  tlieir  Lordlhips.  Freedom  had  beta 
of  papeo.,  nea'iiinc  hours.  Bnt  w'hen  j  ufed  with  the  fentiments  of  a  great  and 
Mr  Rous  came  to  that  part  which  Went  j  facred  perlbnage,  which  he  judged  im- 
into  tlie  correfpondence  between  the  In- I  proper  and  uinvoithy.  Thefe  clialltii- 
dia  Company  and  their  fervants  abroad,  |  ged  anirnadveriion ;  and  he  now  took 

topiovethat  the  Carnatic  was  cvacua- j  an  (.opportunity  of  intimating  to  tlieir 

ted,’  Lordlhips,  that  on  a  future  cccaii{>n  he 

Lord  Loughborough  oppofed  it,  as  a  j  would  fubmit  thefe  rr.moiirs  tbrm.illy 
mere  itiHi  iRtion  to  the  counfel  to  pro-  to  their  confidcration  as  fubjecls  of  in¬ 
ti  a»5t  time,  by  proving  that  which  v/as  |  vefligation,  and  not  iindeferving  tiieir 

not  denied.  His  Lordihip  therefore  ccnfurc. 

moved,  that  the  Counfel  n.oiild  w’iih-  The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  at  a  lofs 
draur,  and  that  there  Ihould  not  be  any  how  to  explain  the  fentiments  of  llie 
evidence  read  to  prove  that  the  Carnatic  noble  Duke.  He  had  talked  of  rumours. 


was  evacuated. 


What  were  thefe  rumours  to  which  he 


This  brought  up  Lord  Thuriow,  who  alluded?  Were  they  th.e  rumours  which 
called  fach  a  motion,  if  carried,  a  liibver-  had  been  in  circulation  within  thcle  few 
ru)n  of  that  excellent  ancient  parliamen-  days  relpedting  a  revolution  ot  mmilUri* 
tarv  ufige  of  examining  evidence  to  ta»5ts  al  iijfluer.ce  : 

*  .  r  r*  •  .1  ..  I  T  _ 1  'T' _ 


at  the  bar  of  the  Iloufe,  in  ail  matters  Lord  'lemple  willicd  to  know,  whe- 
wherc  property  w'as  concerned.  thcr  the  ammadvcilums  of  the  mddo 

Lord  Loughborough  replied,  and  an  !  Duke  (Portland)  we  direi51cd  againlt 
altercation  took  place,  in  w’hich  the  i  him.  Tie  acKiiowicdged  that  his  duty 


Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Graiuley,  and 
I.ord  ElTingham,  took  part. 


had  led  him  to  folicit  an  interview  witli 
his  Sovereign  (^n  the  lubje»5l  of  the  bill. 


Lord  Mansfield  nut  an  end  to  this  I  He  had  then  communicated  his  feiiti- 

»  _ _  I  fii  •  _ _ _ 


contention,  by  declaring,  as  the  bill  very 
fevercly  affected  the  petitioners,  they 
ought  to  be  indulged  with  their  full  evi¬ 
dence,  although  the  greateft  part  of  what 
he  had  heard  was  very  little  to  the  piir- 
pofe.  Tiiat  which  was  now  offered  he 


meuts  fully  to  his  Majefly.  Thefe  were 
lodged  in  the  Iweaft  of  his  Sovereign. 
What  they  were  would  for  ever  remain 
a  ft  ere  t. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  faid,  he  had 
alluded  perfonally  to  no  one.  He  had 


thought  material,’  bccaufe,  if  it  went  to  only  Hated,  that  improper  liberties  had 
difprove  thofe  grounds  on  w'hich  the  been  taken  with  a  great  and  lacicd  eba- 
principle  of  the  bill  was  framed,  it  ought  radter;  that  malignant  i  nmonrs  had  bcei> 
certainly  to  be  heard.  circulated  ;  thefe  he  had  cxpieffcd  a  wiili 

I.ord  Loughborough  laid,  he  meant  might  be  carefully  mreuigated. 

T.vrn  fit 


THE  EDINBURGH 


410 

E.irl  Temple  decl.irccl  himfelf  cl i fill- 
tisfied  with  wh,u  the  r.oblc  Duke  had 
ftated  in  anfwei’  to  his  former  interroga¬ 
tions — he  leerued  to  decline  being  ex¬ 
plicit.  Ue  begged  the  cendiid  of  the 
noble  Duke  ini  du  be  marked— he  had 
called  for  impeachment,  but  it  had  been 
refufed  h.ini.  Tlie  part  he  had  a  'JcJ  was 
^igreeablc  to  his  b«‘fi:  fentiinents;  he  er- 
joyed  tiie  recompence  of  his  oven  mind  ; 
nnd  was  proud  in  tlic  reco!lc\dion  ot 
hriving  afted  the  part  of  an  hourjl 
The  noHc  Earl  then  went  into  the  merits 
of  lI'.L  ’oil',  a^id  contended  againit  itspiin- 
ciple  \vh!i  f.nce  a;;d  energy. 

The  Ea»l  of  Coventry  alfo  fpeke  for 
the  necefiity  of  adjoin ning  to  the  next 
dav.  At  fuc’.i  ai:  hour  of  the  night  to 
think  of  proco:  i’eg  to  the  cjiieftion 
would,  in  his  mind,  be  a  molt  criminal 
conduef. 

Earl  Fitzwilh'am  fiiid,  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  happy  that  the  noble  Duke  had  fo 
leafonably  alluded  to  the  alarming  ru- 
iiionr  that  had  been  circulated  with  fo 
mucli  avidiiv,  and  by  which  the  ficred 
name  of  a  liigh  perfon  had  been  lo  ln<ame- 
iefsly  afperfed  ;  fince  it  had  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  nid)]e  Earl,  who  un- 
iindoubtedly  had  been  al fo  afperfed  by 
the  rumour,  to  declare  in  the  mofi:  nub- 
I'c  manner  in  his  place,  in  that  Afrenihly, 
that  the  rumour  was  in  every  tittle  un¬ 
founded  and  untrue- 

Earl  Temple  begged  that  tlie  noble 
Earl  would  not  give  to  his  words  an 
intcvpietation  which  they  did  not  bear. — 
ITc  begged  it  to  be  underflood  clearly 
.and  fubftantially,  that  he  had  explaincil 
r.o  tittle  of  the  conference  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  hold  wnlli  his  Majefiy  in 
the  defer.  He  had  neither  fiid  what  the 
;idv;cc  was  which  he  huad  prefumed  to 
give  to  his  Majffly.  nor  what  was  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  conference;  but  he  fhould 
neither  be  afhained  to  avow  what  was 
the  advice  he  had  given,  nor  ivould  he 
licfitate  to  piibiifb  what  he  was  impower- 
rd  to  communicate,  whenever  he  ilioiild 
be  properly  called  upon  to  fiy  fo  :  in  the 
Tncan  time  no  fpecifu'  charge  had  been 
I  rouuht,  nor  anv  declaration  been  made 
of  any  thing  avowedly  alluding  to  him. 

Earl  Fltzwilliarn.  ‘‘  T'he  noble  Earl 
has  pofitivcly  evaded  giving  any  precife 
cmfwcr  to  the  nolice  which  has  been 
taken  of  the  mofl  alarming  rumours, 
'thinking  as  I  do,  that  a  rumour  of  fii 
mormons  a  tendency  ouglit  to  be  mo>t 
riiiiiiitdy  invctligalcd,  I  will  beg  leave  to 


call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it 
directly.  I  do  not  mean,  my  I.ords,  the 
paragraph  which  has  been  read,  i  do 
not  mean  the  ’*umour  in  the  uewji-papcrs 
merely,  but  the  rumour  wlileh  they  mull 
have  all  heard,  and  wdiich  was,  that  he, 
the  noble  Earl  in  my  eye,  had  declared 
»li  it  he  was  einpoweied  by  a  great  per- 
lon,  w’bofe  facred  name  fiiould  never  be 
heard  as  iut‘Tfering  in  the  progrefsof.i 
bill,  to  fay,  that  tliat  perfon  was  hoflile 
to  the  bill- - 

Earl  Temple  moved,  that  the  words  be 
taken  down. 

'i’he  I'^ail  of  Carlifie  faid,  it  was  ufnal 
on  oecafions  of  delicacy,  where  v/cj|'ds 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  down,  to  fix 
their  prccife  meaning,  in  order  to  be  dif- 
culled,  that  flrangers  be  ordered  to  with¬ 
draw;  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
bar  be  cleared. 

Here  jtrangers  withdrew,  and  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  hate  accurately  w’hat 
occui  red  after  this.  As  far  as  we  learn, 
the  peribnal  (uiofiioii  was  foon  at  an  end, 
by  mutual  explanations  or  llie  rumour, 
without  coming  to  any  preMle  declara¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  Earl  d'emple,  of 
what  GcciiiTcd  in  the  conference  with  the 
King. 

Lord  Thurlow^  fpoke,  and  after  feme 
further  debate,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the 
motion  of  the  Duke  of  Ctiandos,  'J  hat 
the  further  hearing  of eouulel  be  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  the  next  day. — The  numbers  were, 
— Contents  87 — Not  CoiUenrs  78. 

Minillry  therefore  loR  the  (pieftion, 
and  the  Houfe  again  heard  counfel  and 
examined  evidence  on  Tueiday. 

Wcdneiday^  D'C.  17. 

THE  order  of  the  day  for  fiimmon- 
ing  the  Lords  on  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill  for  the  better  regulating  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  India  Company  having  been 
read, 

Lord  Gower  rofc,  and  obferved  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  bill  itfelf,  as  well 
as  from  what  he  had  heard  fo  ably  urged 
at  the  bar,  he  could  not  help  declaring 
his  dilfent  to  if.  Nor  fliould  he  be  fuis- 
fied  with  giving  it  his  filent  negative  ;  for 
tlie  bill  went  to  condemn  where  no  cri¬ 
minality  was  proved— it  went  to  rob  a 
body  of  men  of  their  ccaporate  rights, 
without  the  appearance  of  guilt,  nay, 
when  their  very  innoce’.icc  was  clearly 
eflablifind.  It  had  been  called  a  bold 
and  rapid  mcafure;  it  was  a  bold  one  in¬ 
deed,  for  it  militated  agiliiE  the  C'Jidli- 
tuticti  of  this  ccuntrv. 


AJl 
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Lord  Ccirlille  declared,  that  the  bill  was 
Jiighly  ncceHary,  and  he  had  not  drawn 
that  opinion  iVoin  mere  alFertions,  but 
from  the  actual  date  of  the  Company. 

l.ord  Coventry  prciTed  theii  Lordlliips’ 
attention  to  the  ■  dangerous  innovation 
they  were  about  to  adopt  ;  that  of  de¬ 
priving  a  let  of  Britilli  fubjeeds  of  their 
ilearell  lights,  their  francliifes,  and  their 
property  ;  it  they  were  robbed  of  their 
charter,  they  lo!t  tireir  all  ;  if  charters 
v/ere  fet  at  iio:ip:lu,  there  was  an  end  of 
li!)erly  ;  did  we  not  hold  our  freedom 
under  Magna  Charta,  and  was  that  of  fo 
trilling  a  nature,  that  it  was  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  nothing:  This meafnro  before  them 
appeared  to  him  as  alarining  to  all  C(‘r- 
poraie  bodies.  Who  v;onld  fay  that 
miniilers  might  not,  next  year,  tni!ik  it 
advifeable  to  put  the  dire.dion  of  the 
bank  into  (:onnniiTu>u  ? — Miglit  not  the 
African  Cvimipany  expe(!’t  it? — or,  per¬ 
haps,  they  iniitiit  chnfe  to  api)oint  in 
future  the  Mayor  of  tiie  c'ty  of  Loiulon. 
'riijfe  were  conclalion^  lu  thought  every 
corporate  botly  in  the  kingdom  had  a 
right  to  draw,  provided  the  prefent  bill 
was  not  checked  in  its  career  by  their 
Lotdlhips. 

Lord  Sandwich  did  not  perceive  the  ill 
confetpienceD  tiie  noble  Loial  apprehend¬ 
ed,  and  was  thoronghlv  latished  of  the 
necelfity  of  doing  fomething  fpeediiy  for 
the  Convjany. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  obje^ed  ti) 
tlie  bill  upon  the  fime  grounds  he  had 
done  before,  as  an  infringement  on  tlie 
conttitntion  in  ellablilhing  a  nevv  branch 
of  executive  power.  Me  repri/o  ited  the 
idea  of  depriving  them  of  liicir  charter, 
nor  would  he  admit  that  tf’.ere  exiiLd  any 
necelfity  on  the  face  of  the  .icconnts  for 
Inch  a  proccediiig  ;  loi  conniel  iMv^i  prov¬ 
ed  at  tlie  bar  that,  it  did  nor  exid. 

The  Duke  of  Maneheller  declared  him- 
felf  in  favour  of  t.he  bill,  as  benig  latished 
of  its  nee;  Ifity. 

jjoid  Derby  fupported  the  bill  on  the 
Tiecdluy  tliere  a  as  tor  cheeking  tiic  lei  - 
vants  of  the  (ilompany  in  Intlia,  ami  ad¬ 
duced  a  variety  (d'lctteis  .ind  extraels  tv) 
prove  the  barbarity  that  had  been  e:;er- 
ci fed  there. 

J.ord  Camden  f.iid  lie  had  not  intended 
to  have  inte:fereJ  witli  politics,  but 
when  he  faw  a  bill  ot  fueli  an  important 
nature,  and  whieii  mil  il«  ited  nj  iiieh  diretfl 
terms  agalnd  what  lie  conceived  to  be 
the  principles  ot  tae  conltitntion,  he 
thought  hiiTiielf  cailed  upon  tj  ufc  fr.ch 


arguments  as  he  could  produce  agairill 
the  innovation.  Charters  v^eie,  in  his 
opinion,  or  tov)  1ole:nn  and  krious  a  na¬ 
ture  to  be  thrown  afide  at  pleafnie,  and 
notliing  but  ilie  actual  Cvimrnitrnent  of 
an  act  i)t  loireluire  ought  to  deprive  any 
body  of  men  of  that  right;  no  fueli  aCt 
had  been  proved  againll  the  India  Chnn- 
pany,  yet  iliey  were  not  only  tv)  be  depri¬ 
ved  of  tlieir  rha!tei,  but  tl.eir  pioperty 
alio;  lor  it  arpcaicd  to  him  that  if  a 
man  was  denievi  tli'>  pov’cr  or  uting  hia 
pre-perl) ,  lie  was  in  fact  ^.leprivea  of  it ; 
a  noble  ieard  had  eivde.ivonredi  to  tiraw  a 
kne  between  private  property  and  this, 
which  he  laid  was  connected  with  the 
puldic,  but  It  was  fo  line  that  he  was  not 
abletoiee  it,  Necelfity,  however,  it  had 
been  fiid,  would  jnllify  tlie  meafnre  ; 
but  was  this  necelfity  m.ade  clear  to  their 
i^ordlbips?  Me  thviiight  not:  a  charge  of 
rnlfmau  leemnit  had  been  a'lL\:,;cd,  and 
I  byway  of  pioving  it,  they  had  gone  to 
India,  and  orought  over  a  recital  of  de¬ 
linquency  of  fervants  who  haul  difobeyed 
the  DireCiers,  and  for  this  delinquency 
the  Diredors  were  to  be  Itrigped  of  rhtir 
juit  and  legal  lights.  Mis  Louliliio  then 
entered  largely  into  the  bill,  ami  adduced 
many  arguments  in  favour  of  his  ob¬ 
jections  to  it.  Me  conlidered  it,  he  laid, 
folr  ly  as  brought  in  tv)  obtain  influence  ; 
in  fupport  of  wliicfi  idea,  he  read  o’lc  of 
tlie  dailies  of  the  hill,  that  invc*be<l  the 
foie  appointment  to  every  department  in 
the  Imiia  Company  in  the  li.iiuls  of  tlic 
new  Direv.dors,  giving  them  jn)wer  tv)  re¬ 
move  all  who  m;i\  now  be  employed. — 
Me  dwelt  fv)r  fv)riie  ilnie  on  lliis,  and  con¬ 
cluded  'vith  obfervuig,  that  as  he  jointly 
with  the  Marquis  of  Roeliingliam  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fiipprefs  influence,  he 
cv)uld  not  now  fiippurt  a  meafnie  vvhicii 
gave  the  iVllnifter  ten  times  more  than 
they  Ind  wrelfed  from  him. 

The  ibiliop.of  Salifoniy  laid,  lie  dif- 
liked  many  parts  ol  the  bill,  particularly 
that  which  put  the  power  ('f  patronage 
in  the  hands  of  the-  new  I)ire(::tors,  and 
as  the  reft  might  be  amended  in  the 
Committee,  if  <any  noble  Lord  in  Admi- 
n  id  ration  would  alfure  him  they  would 
not  oppofe  a  claule  in  its  dead,  to  veft 
that  power  in  the  King,  he  xvould  iuj)port 
its  being  committed;  if  not,  it  Ihould 
have  his  negative. 

1  he  (piedion  being  now  called  for,  the 
Houle  divided,  and  there  appeared  for 
the  Commitment  76  — Againll  it  95 — Rc- 
jeded  by  ft  majoriiy  of  1;. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

I'Vednejday-t  Dec, 

Mr  baker  rofe  and  faid  he  \youid 
fubmit  to  the  coiifideration  of  the 
Houfe  a  few  thoughts  on  a  fiibjet^d  tl.c 
molt  important  that  ever  came  before 
rarliameiit.  He  wifhed  to  tieat  it  wit.h 
an  equal  degree  of  folcmnity  ;  and  would 
therefore  wove,  that  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  be  fent  with  the  mace  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  avenues  of  the  Iloufe  to  delire  the 
attendance  of  the  Members. 

The  Serjeant  having  accordingly  gone, 
on  his  return  Mr  Baker  proceeded  to  date 
the  fubjev^l,  to  which  he  called  the  molt 
ferious  and  mature  deliberation  of  the 
Houle.  After  beginning  with  his  cordial 
condolance  to  the  Chair  on  the  late  me¬ 
lancholy  event  which  had  deprived  the 
Houfe  of  the  Speaker’s  attendance  for  the 
laft  two  days  he  faid  it  gave  them 
leifnre  to  reflect  on  the  circumllances  of 
public  allhirs,  to  diferiminate  the  conlti- 
tutional  danger  of  the  times,  and  to  meet 
with  cooinels  and  due  conlidcralioi'i  a 
bulinefs  the  moll  important  that  ever 
came  before  the  Parliament  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  A  bin  bad  piffed  that  Houfe  with 
almoll  a  majority  of  t  wo  to  one  :  men  of 
the  mod  independent  chara»fter  and  na¬ 
tion  within  thofe  walls  being  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  meafnre.  The  fame  had 
been  fent  to  another  Houfe  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  as  an  object  worthy  the  Icgiflativc 
adoption,  as  a  corrective  of  the  molt 
alarming  abufe  of  a  delegated  power,  as  a 
meafure  big  \vith  fecurity  and  laivation  to 
inis  country.  His  deiirc  w’as  not  to 
cltablilh  any  propolUion  on  the  adoption 
of  the  motion  of  adjournment  in  the 
other  Houfe.  Rut  his  purpofe  was,  if 
polfible,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  that 
nimoiii*  which  liail  been  propagated  with 
Inch  ainaziirg  induftry,  that  a  great  per  * 
fonage,  whom  he  Ihoiild  not  name,  had 
dilguifed  his  moll  marked  difapprobation 
of  that  bill.  There  was  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumdanees  wh’ch  made  an  imprefl'ion  on 
the  mind,  and  ga/c  rife  to  an  idea,  that 
luch  a  report  had  been  propagated  with 
a  view  of  influencing  tlic  determination 
of  the  |)obie  pe»  fons  ujuler  whole  conli- 
deration  the  bill  then  was :  proxies  had 
been  given,  and  thole  proxies  had  been 
y  e r  V ^I'i  t  ical  1  y  re  vok  ed .  -  -  Prox  i  c  s  wh  i  c  h  1 .  a d 
been  given  to  forward  the  edabiilhment 
of  the  meafure,  had  been  in  the  heat  of 

*  Mrs  Cornwall,  the  Speaker’:  mother, 
died  on  Saturday. 
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this  rumour  withdrawn.  And  what  wa?r 
the  coiilideration  that  obvioully  occurred 
to  the  mind  of  any  mar.  who  gave  him- 
felf  a  moment’s  time  for  coiifideration  \ 
Why  that  rumour  mud  have  eitiicr 
created  an  influence,  or  had  been  pro¬ 
pagated  with  a  view  of  creating  it. 

He  then  applied  the  rumour,  as  far  as 
the  cirGumiirtiices  of  the  rumour  would 
permit,  to  Ivari  'Eemple,  though  not  by 
name,  at  the  fame  time  calling  the  Houfe 
to  recollecc  that  he  did  not  a^ow  Ids 
being  warranted  to  make  a  fpecihe  charge 
.again d  liini — V/hat  the  condii<5t  of  the 
1  loufe  iiad  been  on  former occalions  he  evi¬ 
denced  by  TWO  refolutiiins  read  from  the 
joLinuds,  the  one  of  tlie  i?d!i  of  Novem- 
l>er,  a!:d  theHother  of  the  i8lh  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1741.  When  the  King  in  a  fpcech 
from  the  throne  tedihed  his  dirpleafure 
again  ft  per  Tons  who  had  been  adive  in 
oppofing  the  bill  for  pvelfing  foidiers, 
then  in  agitation,  and  when  the  comp¬ 
trollers  had’  faid,  on  another  occafion, 
that  filch  a  conduct  woiiltl  difpleafe  liis 
Majedy,  the  Houfe  thought  proixr  to 
cdabiifh  the  doclrine  of  the  independence 
of  debate,  and  that  it  was  a  fubverfion  of 
the  conditution  that  men  lliould  be  de¬ 
terred  from  doing  their  duty  by  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  Sovereign. 

Mr  Baker  concluded  with  faying,  that 
he  thought  himfelf  judilied  on  thefe  re- 
folutions  to  move  two,  whicli  were  in 
fiibdance  as  fi)llovv8  :  Fird, 

Refolved,  “  That  it  is  nonxi  necciTary 
to  declare,  that  to  report  any  opinion,  or 
oTiinion,  of  his  Majedy,  with  a 
view  to  iniluence  the  debates  of  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  is  a  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanour,  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  fubverfive  of 
the  conditution  of  this  country.” 

Second,  “  that  a  Committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  conlideration  the 
date  of  the  nation.” 

He  obferved,  that,  if  the  latter  motion 
diould  be  complied  with,  ionie  mode 
might  probably  be  conceived  of  getting 
to  the  hedtom  of  this  dangerous  bulinefs, 
and  of  piinilhing  deliiuinents,  ]>y  way  of 
addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  or  otherwlfe. 

Lord  Maitland  fecouded  the  motion. 
Ele  faid  the  Iloufe  had  that  day  met 
to  tlecide  on  the  confeitULion,  on  the 
mod  facred  rights  and  iinmniuties  of 
Eiiglilhinen,  and  to  which  it  had  been 
often  cmphaticallv  dated,  tliat  Enaliih- 
[  men  are  peculiarly  born  :  • 'Phe  Houfe 

i  had  met  to  decide^  wdielher  tiie  iuterfe- 

1  ’ 
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renceof  any  power  to  influenee  the  de-  lay  that  he  had  been  mirreprcd-nted.-- 
bates  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  was  Was  there  not  a  violent  preliiinotion  then 
not  dclerving  the  molt  pointed  ceniure  that  undue  means  had  been  employed  to 
and  fevere  leprchenlion.  influence  votes  ?  It  was  a  fad  a  lib, /hat 

Mr  Pilt,  in  a  very  long  and  flowery  proxies  had  not  only  been  ivvoUed,  but 
fpeech,  reviewed  the  circiimftances  of  on  the  day  of  the  fait  debate  critiLally 
the  times,  and  took  up  Mr  Baker’s  pro-  given  on  the  other  tide.  It  was  clear  the 
pohtious  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  feve-  noble  perlbns  whofo  proxies  were  not 
rity  on  AdininifUation.  If  there  was  any  prefent  had  neither  bee*!  convided  by 
delinquency  in  rumour,  ruinoiir  alone  arguments,  nor  converted  bv  ivafoniim. 
was  to  be  piinilhed;  for  alTertions  with-  Me  cautioned  Mr  Pitt  to  beware  how  ite 


out  fads,  and  the  circiimlUnce  of  the  rc-  came  into  power.  He  had  charged  hjiii 
v(Kation  of  a  few  proxies,  were  nothing  with  being  the  champion  of  infincnce. 


to  the  nobleLord  who  had  been  alluded  to.  He  denied  it. — He  was  that  of  cnnii;:  11- 
Mr  Pitt  then  made  Ibme  obl'ervations  tional  influence,  and  no  other.  He 
on  the  privileges  of  the  peerage,  and  the  came  into  power  with  thofe  pi  indoles, 
right  of  a  peer,  in  his  individual  capa-  and  he  would  carry  them  with  him  wlicii 
city,  to  lay  his  advice  at  the  feet  ot  his  1  »e  v»  as  driven  out ;  but  the  Itiglu  H»>n. 
Sovereign.  And  if  the  Adminlflration  Gentlemen  had  long  quitted  the  /7wii 
of  the  prefent  day  feared  fo  much  i\.Y  of  that  company  which  had  ever  i-'U'd 
their  lituation,  if  they  Icit  that  it  was  in  upoir  them.  For  his  parr,  whefi  he  came 
the  power  of  advice  to  cKprive  them  of  into  power,  he  came  in  like  a  man.  'I'he 
the  confidence  of  their  Royal  Mailer;  if  conruHration  which  that  Iloiuc  and  ih«! 
they  found  theinfelves  not  in  the  poflef-  public  were  pleafeJ  to  houi  him  in  w-ic 
lion  of  that  confidence,  it  was  meannels  his  only  merits  and  the  caufe  of  his  em- 
and  littlenefs  in  them  in  the  extreme  to  ployment.  He  di'l  '!ot  come  up  the  back 
c<mtiiuie  one  moment  longer  in  their  Itairs  of  3t  J.iinco’s  with  a  dark  lantern  in 
lituations  — it  was  forcing  tl.emfelves  his  haiul---that  would  be  the  mode ‘of  ti’.c 
upon  a  Icrvice  uhich  was  held  upon  Right  lion.  Geinlenian’s  getting  into 
principles  the  molt  dilcordanl  with  the  power;  he  would  come  in  that 
feelings  of  men  of  honour  and  gentlemen,  j  champion  of  the  conilihiiiou  on 

Mr  Fox  declared  he  had  never  rilen  in  the  contemptible  fecurlly  of  a  fecret  in- 
that  Houle  on  a  fubjed  which  had  given  flucnce,  of  the  liability  which  youthful 
l\im  memo  uneafinefs.  The  prefent  refo-  <'oufidonce  would  infpirc  with  the  vain 
lution  was  wory  become  Kcccjiny  to  v/arn  hope. 

the  people  of  their  danger.  He  was  an-  Mr  Fox  then  pointed  out  the  elevens  of 
thorilci!  l)y  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  deny  the  rumour,  and  lamenteil  that  the  an- 
that  his  words  were  intended  to  convey  thor  of  tliofe  etfoids  was  as  yet  beyond 
any  otlier  meaning  than  the  noble  Lord  the  reach  of  impeachment,  thmig);  cir- 
in  the  blue  ribbon  had  afciibcd  to  them,  cumriaiiccs  were  not  wanting  lo  fupport 
WeTC  any  of  Earl  Temple's  friends  in  the  expe<5latlon  that  fads  might  poihbly 
that  Houfe  (he  w’oiild  mention  his  name)  be  fiirniihed  to  bring  the  charge  ctfee* 
equally  competent  to  pledge  thcmfcives  tually  home  to  him. 
as  he  had  on  his  honour,  tiiat  the  noble  Mr  Jcnkinfu.i,  Lord  Mnigravc,  Sir 
Earl  was  abufed  by  rumour.  Rumour  Herl>ert  Mackworth,  Mr  I  honi.is  Pitt, 
had  fiiid,  that  the  noble  T.ord  had  been  N’r  Arden,  fpoke  againfl  the  refolntiosn; ; 
authorifed  by  his  vSovereign,  to  lay  for  j  and  Lord  North  and  Mr  Krlkine  fi.r 
him  to  partienilar  perfons  who  were  to  j  t:ic:n  ;  thev  palled  on  a  divilion  153  oq  Ro. 
try  the  merits  of  the  Ealt  India  bill  in  j  Mr  Erikinc  aaerwanls  m«)ved  a  refoin- 
another  Houfe,  VV’hoever  votes  for  tion,  declaring  tiiat  [reribn  to  he  an  enemy 
this  bill,  1  ihali  not  only  confider  as  not  j  to  his  country,  who  iliouid  advilc  hli 
my  friend,  but  my  enemy;  and  if  you  Majclly  to  interfere,  and  prevent  trrft 
(Lord  'Fern pie)  can  convey  my  ideas  in  Houfe  from  proceeding  ro  a  full  aiid  mh* 
llron'^cr  words,  I  charge  you  make  ufe  of  difculnon  of  Tuch  me.difT  v?  as  tiujy  uio-i.t 
themd*  Were  any  of  the  noble  EarFs  think  it  their  indirpenlil  le  duly  to  taki 
friends  then  in  that  Houfe  ready  to  pledge  with  refpevd  to  India  ali  r.rs. 
themfelves  that  this  rumour  did  injuflice  The  motion  was  carried  147  to  73. 
to  the  Noble  Earl?  No,— He  had  fo-  Fridav,  k). 

lemnly  pledged  bis  honour  as  a  mar  and  AT  three  o’clock  Lord  North  appeir- 
a  geiitieman,  that  he  beiievecj,  and  the  ed  in  the  Houle,  and  conflrme^l  the  re- 
Diike  of  Portland  had  anthoriicd  him  to  port  ol  a  eliuigc  of  Miniib  rs,  ’aUr-g 


themfelves  that  this  rumour  did  injuflice 
to  the  Noble  Earl  ?  No,— He  had  fo- 
lemnly  pledged  bis  Ironour  as  a  mar  amJ 
a  geiitieman,  that  he  believed,  and  the 

Duke  of  Portland  had  authorifed  him  to 
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Ills  place  on  the  oppoGtion  ik!e,  over 
agaiiilt  the  Treafury  Bench,  lie  was 
toon  after  followed  by  Mr  Fox,  who 
tinding  Mr  Dundas  (the  late  Lord  Ad¬ 
vocate)  littiiijj  with  i^ord  North  on  the 
oppoiition  fide,  jocularly  took  him  by  the 
arm,  faying,  “  What  bulinefs  have  you 
on  this  fide?  go  over  to  the  Treafury 
Bench.**  This  raifed  a  loud  laugh  in  the 
Houle,  the  two  ex-miniflers  and  Mr 
Dundas  joining  in  it  molt  heartily.  Lord 
North  and  Mr  being  feated  by  each 
‘C)tha:r,  were  fooii  followed  by  Mr  Burke, 
Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  General  Conway, 
General  Burgoyne,  Lord  John  Cavendilh, 
Lord  Surrey,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Melfrs. 
Lee  and  Mansfield  (the  late  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General),  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Luttrd,  who  all  ranged  thcmfelves 
on  the  Game  fide  with  the  two  late  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State ;  and  the  Houfe  having 
foon  after  begun  to  fill,  a  moft  formid  i- 
ble  body  of  members  appeared  on  the 
oppoiition  fide  ;  while  the  benches  on 
the  Treafury  fide  of  the  Iloiife  w^ere, 
comparatively,  very  thinly  occupied. 
Not  a  fymptom  of  gloom  appeared 
I  among  the  former  ;  all  was  gaiety  and 
r  good  humour, 

Mr  Arden  entered  the  Houfe  with  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  which  contained  a 
motion  for  a  new  wTit  for  the  borough 
of  Appleby  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  wdio,  lince  his  election,  has  accep¬ 
ted  the  ofiice  of  Firit  Lord  Commifiio- 
ner  of  his  Majelly*s  Treafury,  and  Chan¬ 
cellor  and  under  Treafurer  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer.  Mr  Arden  made  this  motion 
without  any  preface  or  fpeech. 

I'he  writ  was  ordered  of  courfe. 

Immediately  after  this  bufinefs  w’’as 
fettled,  Mr  Baker  and  Mr  H.  Dundas 
rofc  together,  or  at  leafl  nearly  together  ; 
there  was  for  fome  time  great  confuHon 
in  the  Houfe,  the  friends  of  each  calling 
out  at  once,  that  their  friends  fliould  he 
heard.  Tne  fpeaker  at  length  declared, 
that  Mr  Baker  had  met  his  eye  tiiG. 

Mr  IL  Dundas  then  waved  his  claim 
to  be  heard  before  Mr  Baker,  faying  that 
the  motion  he  had  to  make  might  be 
made  an  hour  later  as  well  as  then. 

Mr  Baker  then  lofc  ;  he  laid,  it  was 
not  breaufe  he  had  a  better  claim  to  the 
attention  of  the  lioufe  than  t!ic  learned 
fientleman,  tliat  h.e  wiilied  to  be  heard 
before  him  ;  he  did  not  mean  t*)  make* 
any  preface  to  his  motion,  which  was 
fri'  from  beifig  an  extiaordina: y  one;  on 


the  contrary,  it  w'as  the  ordinary  iTiotio™ 
that  was  regularly  made  almolt  every 
Friday  in  the  fcllions;  without  any  apo¬ 
logy,  therefore,  for  it,  he  moved,  ‘‘  That 
this  Home  whll,  at  its  rihng,  adjourn  to 
Monday  next.** 

Mr  11.  Dundas  then  informed  the 
Houfe,  that  the  motion  which  he  inten¬ 
ded  to  have  made  was,  that  they  Giouid 
adjourn  only  till  to-morrow^ ;  and  hit^ 
reafon  for  this  wms,  that  the  laml-tax 
bill,  wdiich  had  this  day  been  reported, 
Good  for  the  third  reading  ;  and  it  was 
of  the  iitmoft  confequence  to  the  nation 
tl'at  it  fhould  pafs  with  all  imaginable 
fpeed.  Every  one  knew  that  the  5th  of 
January  w’ould  be  a  day  that  great  p.iy- 
ments  mult  be  made  ;  and  how  could 
they  be  made,  unlefs  the  bill,  by  which 
the  money  w^as  to  be  raifed,  Ihould  pals 
before  that  day  ?  Did  Gentlemen  w'iiii 
to  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  public  credit? 
They  could  not  fiirely  delire  that  the 
creditors  of  the  public  Giould  be  di lap- 
pointed  in  the  payment  of  the  intcrclt 
due  to  them  for  the  money  advanced  by 
them  to  the  public.  He  hoped  there¬ 
fore  they  w\)uld  agree  with  him  in  think¬ 
ing,  that  the  IIuulc  ought  to  meet  to¬ 
morrow^,  for  the  piirpofe  of  palling  the 
land-tax  bill,  and  fending  it  to  the  Lords 
time  enough  to  be  pafled  into  a  law  be¬ 
fore  the  fifth  of  next  month.  To  ftop 
the  bill  now  would  be  like  recurring  to 
former  times,  when  fupplies  were  with¬ 
held  till  grievances  Ihould  he  rtdrefied. 
He  wmuld  move  therefore  in  amendment, 
to  leave  out  the  wands  “  Monday  next,** 
for  the  purpofe  of  inferting  the  w’ords 
“  to-morrow,**  and  adding  thefe,  “  for 
the  purpofe  of  reading  the  land-tax  bill 
the  third  time,  if  it  Ihould  be  then  found 
engrolled.**  He  accordingly  moved  this 
amendment. 

Mr  Fox  faid,  that  if  there  ever  w  as  a 
moment.Jn  w'hich  public  danger  Ihould 
require  every  exertion  from  that  Houfe, 
that  was  the  moment  ;  that  was  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  all  others  that  occurred  iincc 
tlie  revolution,  which  called  for  tlie  great- 
cll  exertions  of  vigour,  temper,  and  wif- 
doni.  if  ever  there  was  a  period  w’heu 
the  rights  aiul  liljcrties  of  this  country 
demanded  the  molt  watcliful  anxiety, 
that  period  w'as  the  prefent ;  nay,  the 
danger  of  the  prefent  moment  wans  great¬ 
er  tv)  the  coiiilitution  auvl  the  privileges 
of  either  lioufe  of  Parliament,  than  any 
man  in  that  Houfe  who  had  not  well  di- 
ged'jd  the  characters  cfccitain  men  in 
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this  coiintvy,  could  before  the  prcfcTitt 
day  have  poflibly  imagined.  'I'iie  lit  na¬ 
tion  he  had  thedionour  then  to  hand  in, 
he  did  not  regret  He  was  proud  of  it, 
though  that  of  fallen  power,  becaufe  he 
was  happy  in  the  refle^^tion  that  it  was 
for  pel  lilting  in  the  conftitutional  exer- 
cife  of  his  duty  to  his  country  that  he 
liad  tailen.  W  ith  regard,  however,  to 
his  not  then  being  a  fervant  of  the  Crown, 
it  was  his  Majelly's  undoubted  preroga¬ 
tive  to  chute  his  fervaiits,  and  to  dif- 
niifs  them.  He  trufted  the  difmiiTion 
he  and  Iiis  friends  had  lately  expeiien- 
ced,  would  not  be  faid  to  influence  liis 
conduct  in  contenJlng,  that  if  the  Houfe 
did  not  at  tiiat  time  fet  its  face  againlt 
any  infra.!!  ion  of  the  praclical  coiiltitu- 
tion  of  this  country,  as  it  had  been  cxcr- 
cifed  lince  the  revolution,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  there 
was  an  end  of  thofe  privileges  which  had  j 
been  fo  glorioiifiyacciuired  and  contended 
tor;  there  was  an  end  of  the  indepon-  j 
deuce  of  the  com'litucnt  branches  of  the 
legiliatulc,  and,  inflead  of  being  Hill  luld 
up  as  the  wonder,  it  would  be  the  laugh¬ 
ing  dock  of  Europe. 

It  was  plain,  however,  that  the  feheme 
of  tlic  adjournment  to-morrow,  in  con- 
tivurKdlou  to  lire  ufual  mode  for  a  confi- 
dei.ible  time  back  of  not  litiing  on  Sa¬ 
turday,  was  merely  to  get  the  bill  palled, 
aad  then  to  enter  upon  tliat  abominable 
idea  of  didblving  the  Parliament,  in  pre¬ 
vention  of  that  confideration  and  inquiry 
into  the  public  fitu.itioii,  which  were  on 
that  day  to  be  iiiidertaken,  in  open  vio-  j 
lation  of  the  dignity  of  that  Ihiufe,  in 
iP  ter  contempt  of  its  refolution.s,  aiul  in 
pbf«)!ute  dehance  of  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
pie,  and  all  deferiptions  within  thofe  j 
walls,  except  the  few,  vety  few  them-  ; 
felves,  wlio  were  to  get  ijito  power.  As 
to  the  prerogative  of  dinblviug,  thougli  j 
be  deprecateil  the  meafure  at  that  time,  - 
he  never  would  impeach  it,  becante  it  ; 
was  wife  and  eoniiitutional :  but  that  i 
contrary  to  the  voice  ol  the  people  with-  i 
outdoors,  central  y  to  their  voice  com-  | 
municatc(i  by  their  Kei)reit!itatives  witii-  ; 
in,  to  gratify  tiie  inordinate  ambition  i 
of  any  enterpriling  voting  man,  the  Par-  \ 
liament  fliould  be  dillblved,  was  a  inea-  \ 
fure  to  the  lalt  degree  dangenuis,  and  | 
was  bio:  with  unknown  diiallers  to  this  i 


couiitiy. 

A  very  long  de’oate  enfned,  in  which  * 
many  of  the  ineinlHi's  fpoke,  and  tliC  ad-  | 
h'uirnmeiit  to  hloiiday  wascariied  with-  » 
out  n  '.livilioiu 
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\T  the  Court  at  the  (^een’s 
Houfe,  the  igth  ot*  Dr^.mbcr 
1783,  prefent  the  King;’s  irtod  excel¬ 
lent  Majeily  in  C(Htiici!,  his  Majeuy 
was  plea  fed  to  appoint  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Earl  Temple  to  be 
one  of  his  Majedy’s  Principal  Secre¬ 
taries  or  State.  L.  G.i.:, 

His  Majcily  in  Council  was  alfo 
pleafed  to  declare  the  Ivi  du  Hou. 
Granville  Earl  G-ower,  Prcli- 

dent  of  his  Mod  irienour,».  i .  *  y 

Council.  L  G'z,  . 

At  twelve  o’clock  on  Ti-r.rrjay 
night  Dec.  18.  a  fpecial  mclfcnger 
delivered  to  the  two  Rlitht  Hoimu- 
rahie  Secretaries  ot  State,  L-md 
North  and  Mr  Fox,  his  M»jc!ly*s 
pleafure,  that  he  had  no  lon:ger  nc- 
cafion  for  their  fervices*  and  dcilrinn^ 
them  to  render  up  the  le  ils  of  their 
odices — At  the  fame  time  m^mtioii- 
ing,  that  it  was  the  Royal  phafurc, 
that  they  fnould  b:  delivered  to  him 
by  the  Under  Sccret.ui' s,  “  as  a  p:r- 
foiial  interview  on  this  occ  ifioa  would 

be  difagrt fable  to  him.” - T.iey 

were  inftantly  Pnt  by  Mr  Fia/crand 
MrNEpcan,t!ie conndentiai  Seen  e.aries 
in  the  feverai  offices,  i\  limil  v  inef- 
faec  was  fent  to  the  Cammi.lioiicrs 
of  the  Great  Seal. 

A  fcled  number  of  Mr  Fox’s 
friends  met  at  his  houfe  at  ten  o’dcck 
on  Phnrltlay  eveni  -g,  and  nothing 
ha. I  then  cjot  abroad  of  the  fecret  ope¬ 
rations.  Mr  Fox  had  been  with  the 
Kin^jj,  and  Cvimmtinicated  to  him  dif- 
patcli  is  from  Iloli  ind,  and  Ipoko  to 
liim  about  the  aiTair  of  Da ntzlck  ; 
but  not  a  tittle  recurred  (>f  the  change. 
The  Duke  of  Portland  w  is  alfo  with 
his  Maiefiv,  and  the  converfation  was 
about  the  IVilh  p  of  Derrv,  u  ho  was 
faid  to  be  a  lingular  man.  They 
fpoke  about  eveiy  tiling,  bat  tiiat 
wlii  -h  was  to  happen  ;  at  miclnighi 
the  Royal  pleafure  w.is  commiinica- 

t  d,  and  the  r.r.'.-  MiniUr/  werq  fg» . 

ir.ed, 
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The  only  arrap^ement-S  that  are 
dcci'Jcd  pp?p  arc  as  lol’ow: 

ivlr  \V.  Pit;,  Firli  Lord  of  the 
Trcalurv,  and  Chanceilor  of  Exche- 
qutr. 

i^ord  Thuriow,  Lord  ChanccIIcr. 
f-  Luid  Gowei,  Prfciicltiit  of  Couii- 
cih 

j.A)rd  Temple,  Lord  Sydney,  Se- 
creravUs  Slate. 

I^oid  IIowc,  Pi  111  Lord  of  Admi¬ 
ralty. 

To  the  above,  it  is  imagined,  will 
be  added, 

Dukc  of  Richmond,  Mailer  Gene¬ 
ral  of  Ordnance. 

liOrd  VVevm.oiuh  Privy  Seal. 

Mr  Henrv  Duudas,  iatr  Lord  Ad- 
Tccate,  Trealiirer  ot  the  Navy. 

Sir  George  Yongc,  Paymallcr  of 
the  I'orces. 

Air  Jenkinfon,  Secretary  at  War. 

l.ord  Grantlev,  Chancellor  of  the 
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Duchy  cl  Lancallcr. 

I\Ir  Kenyon,  Attorney  General,  if 
lie  will  accept  ir. 

Mr  Pepper  Arden,  Solicitor  Gene¬ 
ral.  j 

Mr  Thomas  Orde(^nd  ^Ir  G  eorge 
Rofe,  Secretaries  to  the  Treafurv. 

I^rrei  Shelburne  was  lent  to  by  ti^e 
King,  but  has  yet  given  no  decihve 
anlv/cr.  Lord  Camden  declares 
himfelt  frleneily  to  the  new  Niinillry, 
yet  refiifcs  to  accept  of  any  olf.ce 
whatever. 

Letters  of  difmiflion  were  on  Fri¬ 
day  lent  to  the  Duke  of  Pori  land, 
L.ord  John  Cavendilh,  the  Earl  of 
Carlillc,  I^ord  Keppel,  and  Lord 
Stormont :  the  leliers  w^ere  figned 

Temple.**  In  confequence  of 
xvhich  they  feveraily  went  to  the  le- 
rce,  and  rthgned  their  teals.  Lord 
North  and  Mr  Fox  attended  the  le¬ 
vee  as  private  gentlemen,  to  pay  their 
da  y  to  their  fovereign  ;  conceiv¬ 
ing  that  the  mclfage  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  n  gh-  extended nofurther  tlian  the 
nfual  ceremony  of  refignation. 

Parliament  will  certainly  be  diffol- 


ved,  hut  not  till  Tuefday  night  or 
Wednefday  morning  ;  the  land-tax 
bill  mull  pafs  betoie  fuch  an  event 
takes  place,  or  the  nation  becomes 
bankrupt,  as  the  public  annuities  are 
payable  on  the  yth  of  next  month, 
and  the  Treafui  y,  wathout  this  par¬ 
liamentary  aid,  will  be  found  penny- 
lefs !  Mr  Fox’s  party,  aware  of  this, 
w'ere  determined  to  avail  themfelves 
of  the  majority  fo  far,  as  to  go  into  a 
“  Commiiice  on  the  State  of  theNa- 
tlon,’^  before  the  Piid  bill  Ihould 
pafs,  know  ing  that  the  dilfolution  of 
Pailiament  would  otlierwile  deprive 
them  of  the  opportunity  of  declaring 
more  fully  to  the  world  tlieir  fenti- 
ments  on  a  late  extraordinary  event. 

Tb  our  Readi-rs  and  Correspondents, 

IT  was  our  intention,  on  tlit  fitting  uf 
the  prelent  Se/lion  of  Parliament,  to  have 
given  in  our  Mifeellany  r^vetklyi  the  De¬ 
bates  of  both  Houles,  as  fully  as  our 
limits  w’ould  admit ;  and  w^e  accordingly 
in  felted  his  Majefty’s  Speech,  and  ti-.e 
I  Debates  on  the  AddrefTes  in  two  fucecl- 
five  numbers. —  The  Officers  of  Stamp- 
duties,  however,  have  given  us  to  inider- 
fiand,  that  they  deem  the  article  of  Par¬ 
liamentary  Proceedings  AWyj  and  Intelli- 
and  have  threatened  us  w  ith  a  pro- 
fecution  in  Exchequer  if  we  publifh  them 
in  future  ofteiier  than  once  a- month. — 
Unwilling,  therefore,  to  provoke  a  conteft 
with  fuch  powerful  opponents,  we  have 
adopted  the  plan  of  dedicating  every 
Jcurth  Number  of  the  Maga''ine  to  tlic 
Proceedings  of  Pailiamcnt,  and  to  Poli 
tical  and  Hifiorical  Afiairs.  In  this  num¬ 
ber  (the  laft  of  the  58th  volume)  is  in- 
fcitcd  a  compleat  detail  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  both  Lords  and  Commons  on  the 
very  interelUng  bufinefs  of  the  Eall  India 
Company,  and  an  account  (as  far  as  we 
have  obtained  the  particulars)  of  the  ex- 
traoidinary  minillcrial  revolution  which 
Mr  Fox’s  bill  has  produced. 

We  return  our  kind  acknowledgments 
for  the  generous  fupport  we  have  recei¬ 
ved  lince  the  revival  of  our  undertaking, 
and  for  the  favours  of  our  Correlpon- 
dents  ;  and  our  endeavours  fiiall  always 
be  exerted  to  merit  a  continuance  of  the 
public  approbation. 
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